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2 Gentlemen, 5 


IF l am not miſtaken, the Reaſon you 
give for your Renouncing that Re- 
ligion ye were baptized into, and 
-| K © the Religion of the Country in which 
pe were born, is, That the Goſpel of Jeſus 
'F Chriſt is an Impoſture : An Aſſertion that 
II tremble to repeat. But whether that 
Gee be right, or fe are in the right 


= 


( | 
that deny ir, will appear from the Con- 
|} dderation of the Nature of an Impoſture, 
| | and from the Life of that moſt infamous 


2 # * 1 * 1 . y j. + 8 79 Me. > 2 8 ) EOS F * EDS. 5 . 1 4 } 
1795 +. as Zo dE ME cn, n RW . 2 ͤ ·˙ wf |. ed 1 1 % "Eat 8 
. , COB INTE og fon Wo % As oe EDS. Ads ** a tbo Ns. 66 | rr 06 ok” 
ER RR In FO / SA 
*** nn c.. IRR 


5 7 { 
A Letter to the Deiſts. 


Impoſtor (whom we, as well as you, ac- 


knowledge to be ſuch) which I have be- 
fore given you the exact Picture of. And 


if you can find any one Lineament of it, 
any one Line of all its filthy Features in 
the whole Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, I durſt 

fay (fo ſure I am of the contrary) that 


for the ſake hereof I will give you all 
you contend for, and yield you up the 


whole Cauſe. And therefore, that we 


may throughly examine tlie Matter, I 
will lay down, in the firſt place, What 


an Inipoſture is; 2dly. What are the in- 


ſeparable Marks and Characters of it; 
And, 3dly, That none of theſe Marks 

can belong to the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt. 
And when Thave done this, I hope I ſhall 
- convince all ſuch of you, who have not 
totally abandon'd your ſelves to your. In- 


fidelity, That the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt 
is that Sacred Truth of God, which you 
dee ne believe. 


An Impoſture, taking the Word in the 


full latitude of its Signification, may 


* denote any Lie or Cheat, whereby one 
Man impoſeth upon another. But it is 
moſt frequently uſed to expreſs ſuch 
(beats as are impos d on us by thoſe who. 
cone with falſe Characters of themſelves, 


bretending to be what they are not, in or- 
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I Letter to the Deiſts. 
der to delude and deceive. And when this 
Character, which is thus falſly aſſum'd. 
is no leſs than a pretended Embaſſy from 
Heaven, and under the Credit of it a New 
Religion is deliver d to the World as 
coming from God, which is nothing elſe 
but a Forgery, invented by the firſt Pro- 
pagators of it, to impoſe a Cheat upon 
Mankind, it amounts to be an Impoſſure 
in that Senſe, in which you would haue 
theGoſpelof Feſus Chriſt to be ſuch. And 
in this Senſe it is to be underſtood in tlie 
Controverſy between us; ſo that the 
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G + Whole Qreſtion which we are to examine 
into, is, Whether the Chriſtian Religion be 
+a Truth really given unto-us. by Divine 
t | Revelation from God our Creator, or elſe 
a meer Human Invention, contrived by 
2 j the firſt Propagatars of it, to impoſe 1 
R Cheat upon Mankind. And when I have 


fully diſprow'd the latter part of this Que 

© tion, That the Chriſtian Religion cannot 

be ſuch an Invention, contrived to cheat 
and impoſe upon us, that will ſufficient- 

s ly prove the former, that it muſt be that 

+ | Divine Truth, which all we that are 

1 Chriſtians firmly believe it to be. 

„ That it is poflible ſuch a Cheat may 
be impoſed upon Men, cannot be deny d. 

41 It is s ſuſhiciently prov'd in the foregoing 
. e Hiſtory, 5 
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| Hiſtory, which is a very full Inſtance of 
it; and I have laid it before you for this | | 
very purpoſe, that you may therein fee 
clearly delineated and diſplay'd in all its 
proper Colours the whole nature of the 
Thing, which you charge our Holy Reli- 
Lin with. All that I contend for, is, 
That ite riſtianity be ſuch an Impoſture 
as we all acknowledge the Religion of 
 Mahomet to be, it muſt be juſt ſuch ano- 


ther rhing as that | is, with all the ſame 


Marks, Characters, and Properties of an 
a Impoſture belonging thereto; and that if 
none of thoſe Marks, Characters, or Pro- 

perties can be diſcover'd in it, it muſt 

be a clear Eviction of the whole Charge, 
and manifeſtly prove, That our Holy Re- 
lig ion cannot be that Thing, which you 
would have it to be. For our only way 
of knowing Things, is by their Marks and 
Properties; and it is by them only that 
we can diſcover what the Nature of them 


lt is only by the Marks and Proper- 


Res 105 a Man, that we know a Man from 
another Living Creature, for we cannot 


ſee the Eſſences of Things. And ſo it muſt 


be only by the Marks and Properties of 


an Impoſturæ, that we can know an In- 
Poſturè from that which 1s a real Truth, 


when atteſted unto Us. And 48 where we 
find = 
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find none of the Marks and Properties of 
a Man, we aſſuredly know that cannot 


be a Man, how much ſoever any one may 
tell us that it is: So where we find none 


of * Marks and Properties of an Ipo- 

we may afluredly know that can- 
not be an Hinpeſture, how much ſoever 
you, or any other like Tos "ay aſſert 


it ſo to be. 


Now the Marks and C biraBlevs which 


I look on to be inſeparable. from every | 
ſuch Vnpoſture, are theſe following: 
1. That it muſt always have for its end 


ſome carnal Intereſt. - 2. That it cin 


have none but wicked Men for the Au- 
thors of it. 3. That both theſe muſt 
neceſſarily appear in the very Contexture 


of the Impoſture it ſelf. 4. That it can 
never be ſo fram'd, but that it muſt con- 
tain ſome palpable Falſities, which will 


diſcover the F _ of all the reſt. 5. That 
where: ever it is firſt propagated, it muſt 


be done by Craft and Fraud. 6. That 


when entruſted with many Conſpirators, 
it can never be long conceal'd: And, 
7. That it can never be eſtabliſh'd, unleſs 


back d with Force and Violence. That all 
theſe muſt belong to every Inpoſture, and 
all particularly did fo to Mabometiſm; 
| and that none of them can be charged 


A 4 72 8 


| 5 28 8 r « Þ A . | 1 2, 
{8 I. That every Impoſture muſt have for 
8 ; its 1 ſome . Intereſt, is a thing 
. ſo plain and evident, that I. ſuppoſe it 
|= will not need much Proof. For to im- 
ih 5 poſe a Ch her upon Mankind, and in a 
* Matter of that great Importance, as all - 
Wh. that have any Religion, hold that to be, 
1 is a thing of that difficulty to compaſs, 
MY and of that danger to attempt, that it 
i Pa 5 | cannot be conceiv'd, why any one ſhould 
i: put himſelf upon fach a Deſign, that doth 
"W not propoſe ſome very valuable Advan- 
tage to himſelf in the Succefs. To cheat 
one Man! is not always ſo caſy a matter, 
| or is it without j its Miſchiefs and Incon- 
BE ED veniences in the Diſcovery. : But to, en- 
terprize a Cheat upon all Mankind, and 
in a thing of that Importance, as the in- 
| troducing ofa New Religion, and the abo- 
3 liſhing of the Old one (to which ſo ma- 
"= py both by Cuſtom and Education will 
A ouſly affected, be it == 
—_ | it "Hl l muſt be; an Undertaking. of the 
"3 x greatoſt difficulty and hazard imaginable, 
* #2 F or 
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4 Letter to the Deiſts. 
For wlioever engageth himſelf in ſuch a 
Plot of Inpoſture, muſt unavoidably meet 
with many ſtrong Oppoſitions to ſtruggle 
with in the Management of it, which will 
continually put his Thoughts upon the 
rack, to find out Devices to ſurmount 
them, and his Body to inceſſant Pains and 
Labour to brin gthem into Execution; and 
for the effecting hereof, he muſt. have 
ſome San e to aſliſt him, ſome to help 
forward the Deſign, whom he. mult truſt 
with the Secret of it, and the mare he 
hath of ſuch, the more he hazards all to a 
Diſcovery. And all this while his Mind 
will be fill'd with anxious Cares, and his 
Thoughts diſtracted with many uneaſy 
and affrighting Apprehenſions (as is uſual 
with Men on wicked Deſigns) about the 
* Succeſs, and every Failure will expoſe 
him to that terrible Revenge from thoſe 
he attempts to delude, as ſuch a Villany 
whenever detected, moſt juſtly deſerves. 
This was NMaabomel's caſe al the while he 
was propagating, his Impoſture at Mecca, 
and ſo it muſt he of every other ſuch 
 Impoſtor alſo. And when a Man puts 
himſelf upon all this, the nature of the 


thing manifeſtly leads us to conclude, nge 
muſt propoſe ſomething to himſelf here 5 


hh which may make hum amends for all 
in 
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A Letter to the Deiſts. 


in the reſult. F or when ſo muck / 1s put 
to hazard, Men do not uſe to do it for 
nothing. There muſt always be ſome 


oreat Intereſt in the bottom of ſuch a 


Deſign, ' ſomething that the Undertaker 
values at a more than ordinary rate, to 
make him engage in fo exceeding diff. 
cult and dangerous an Enterpriſe. For 
wherever the Venture is great, it muſt be 
taken for granted there is an End propo- 
ſed, which in the Eſtimation of the Ven- 
turer, is equivalent thereto. What it was 
that put Mahomet on lis Impoſture, the 
foregoing Hiſtory of his Life ſufficiently | 
ſhews, it was his Ambition and his Luff. 
To have the Sovereignty over his Coun- 
try, to gratify his Ambition, and as many 


Women as he pleaſed to fatiate his Luſt, 
was what he aim'd at; and to gain him- 


ſelf a Party for the compaſlins of this, was 
the grand Deſign of that New Religion 


which he invented, and the whole end and 


reaſon of his impoſing | it on thoſe he delu- 


ded thereinto. And whoever purſues the 


like Method muſt certainly have ſome | 
ſuch End in it; it being totally incredible 
that any one ſhould take upon him the 
Trouble, Fatigue, and Danger of carrying 
on ſuch a Cheat only for cheating fake. 


But here we challenge all the Enemies of 
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A Letter fo the Deiſts 


that bol ly Religion which we profeſs, to find 


out any thing like thisin the 69 ſpel of Je- 


ſus Chriſt, any thing that favours of world- 
ly Intereſt either in him the firſt Founder 
1 our Faith, or in any of his holy Apoſtles, 
who were the firſt Propagators of it. 

Vaninus, one of the moſt zealous Cham- 


plons of Impiety that ever appear'd a- 
gainſt the Chriſtian Cauſe (for he dy d a 


make, he was forc'd to give up the Point; 


and plainly acknowledge, That in the 
whole Series of the Hiſtory and Actions ol 


our Saviour, he could not find any thing 


that he could charge with ſecular en; 
or Deſign to blaſt him or his Religion 
with. And if you will renew the fame 


Attempt, tho? you extend the Enquiry 


much farther, even to his Apoſtles, and all 


the reſt of his Di ſciples, who firſt preach- 
ed this holy Religion to the World, and 


take in to your Aſſiſtance all the Ene- 


mies of it; after the ſtri&eſt Scrutiny 


that you can make, you will never have 


any better Succeſs herein. 


| Teduce the People for his own Intereſt, he 
muſt have taken the ſame cqurſe that 
other : 


For had our S2viour's Deſign been to 


Martyr for it) hath attempted this: but _ 
after the moſt accurate and diligent 
Search which ſo keen an Adverſary could 


4A Letter to: the Deiſts. 


oedics Seducers do. He muſt have fatter® 4 


them in their Humours, and form'd his 


Doctrines to their Fancies ; courted thoſe 
that were in greateſt authority and eſteem 
with them, and made it his Buſineſs moſt- 


ly to preach againſt and decry thoſe who 
were leaſt in their Favour, and ſtudy'd 


and pradtis'd all other ſuch Arts of Popu- 
rity, whereby he might beſt inſinuate 
Into their good liking, and gain that In- 


tereſt with them, as might be ſufficient | 


to ſerve his Purpoſe, and obtain the End 
propos d. Theſe were the Methods where- 
by Mabomer firſt propagated his Impo- 
ſture, and theſe are they which all others 


muſt take, whoſe Purpoſe it is to deceive 
the People. But our Saviour in every 
particular acted contrary hereto 5 which 


futhciently proves that he had no ſuch de- 


ſign to compaſs. For he freely preach'd 


againſt whatever he found blameable in 


the People, ſpared not their moſt belo- 


ved Errors, or fram'd his Doctrines to in- 


dulge them in any one evil Practice, hour 


predominant ſoever amongſt thein 3 and 
was ſo far from courting thoſe in the 
greateſt authority and eſteem with them, 


that he was moſt ſharp and bitter againſt 
them above all others, whom they moſt 
Waltz d. I mean the Seribes and P hai 
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A Litter to the Deiſts. 
Jars For he, on all Occaſions, detected 


cans, who for their Exactions and Oppreſ- 
ſions upon the People in their gathering 
the publick Taxes, were held among them 


the moſt hated of Men, and the worſt of 


Sinners. And therefore, tho' his Mi- 


racles often drew their Admiration and 
their Applauſe on the one hand, his Do- 


ctrines and his Preachings as faſt alienated 


them from him on the other; ; fo that 
_ thoſe very ſame Men, who, for the fake 
of the former, follow'd him often in 
Multitudes, and were ready to acknow- 


ledge him to be the Meſſias, were as vio- 


wc ſet againſt him at other times, for 
the ſake of the latter, and at laſt crucifyd | 
him on the account thereof. And is it 


poſſible to conceive, that he who took 


all thoſe Courſes fo contrary to the- Hu- 
mour of the People, without regarding 
how much they tended to exaſperate 
them againſt him, ſhould have any In- 


tereſt or Deſign of his own to ſerve him- 
ſelf of them? __ 


When our Saviour E's upon him to 
1 . 


their Hypocriſzes, and laid open their evil 
Practices, and in the ſevereſt manner re- 
buk'd ind condemn'd them for their Ini- 
quity therein, even to the preferring and 
juſtifying before them the wicked Publi- 
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4 Letter to the Deiſts. 
be the Meſſias that was promis'd, had he 


done it only as an Impoſtor, to promote a 
ſecular Intereſt and Deſign of his own, he 


Would certainly have aſſum'd that Chara- 
_ Qer according to thoſe Notions in which 
the Jews expected him. For in this caſe 


the Expectation of the People muſt have 


been the grand Motive to the Impoſture, 


and their looking for ſuch a Meæſſias to 
come, the main inducing reaſon of his 


putting himſelf thereon, and therefore 


to be ſure, had he been an In zhoſtor, he 

would have offer'd himſelf to them no 
otherwiſe than juſt ſuch a Meffras as their 
| Notions of him would have him to be; and 
there are two ſpecial reaſons which in this 


caſe would have determin'd him hereto, 


1. Becauſe thoſe Notions offer'd to him the 
| higheſt ſecular Intereſt that could be at- 
tained unto: And, 2. Becauſe the ſuiting 


of his Pretenſions exactly according to 


them, would have been the readieſt and 

moſt likely way for him to carry the In- 
tereſt, whatever it was, which you my 
ſupp ofs him to have aim'd at. 


And, firſt, the Notions which the 7eme 


had of the Meſſias, offer'd him the high- 
eſt ſecular Intereſt that could be attain'd 
unto ; and therefore to be ſure, when he 


took upon him to de that Meſſe, as, had 


he 


A Letter to the Deiſts. 15 
7 he dons it only as an Impoſtor, for a ſecu- 
lar Intereſt, he would have laid hold of 
that Intereſt offer'd, and under the Chara- 


7 Aer which he aſſum'd, 


moſt certainly 


dave claim'd all that which according to 
5 thoſe Notions the Mefjias was to have, For 

this was nothing leſs than a moſt glorious 
ſecular Kingdom; the ExpeQations of the 
Jews being then concerning this Matter 
the ſame as they have ever {ince « continu- 


; ed aer them; that the 
|. Meſfias * 145 Was to bea Secu- 


lar Prince, who was to de- 


liver them from their Ene- 
mies, and reſtore the King- 
dom ofDavid at Zeruſalem, 
and there reign in great 
Glory and Splendor over 


| | 5 the whole Houſe of Iſrael, 


And what greater or more 
deſirable el can this 


1 World afford, than ſuch a 


State of Advancement; ? 


* The Meſſias ſhall come ani 
reſtore the Kingdom of the Houſe 


of David to the ancient State of 


its former Dominion, and ſhall 
rebuild the Temple, and gather 
together the diſperſed of Iſrael ; 
and then ſhall bere-eſtabliſhed att 

theLegalRites and Conſtitutionc, | 
as in former Times; and Sacra 


feces ſball be offer d, and the Sab- 


batical Years and Jubilees ob- 


ſerved, according to every Pres 


cept deliver'd in the Law. Mai- 
monides in Yad Hachazekah 
in Tract. de Regibus & Bellis 


eorum, cap. 11. ſeck. I. 


And what is there that is more valu'd ind 
eſteem'd in the Opinion of all Mankind, 
than the Attainment thereof? And at that 
time when our Saviour firſt appear'd on 
his Miſſion, there was the molt favourable 
Juncture that could offer it ſelf, for his ſet- 


ting up for all this: For then the People 


of 55 


Bo 


N Mark-15. v. 43. Lake 2. 
vi. 38. c. 24 v.31. Acts 1.4.6. 
From all which Places com- 
pared together, it appears, 
that there was among the 
Jewe, in the Time of our Sa- 
Donn, a general Expectation 
of the ſpeedy Coming of the 
NMeſſias, and that their Notion 
was of a temporal Delive- 
rance, and a temporal Reſto- 
ration of the Kingdom of 
iſrael to be effected by him. 
And this Expectation was it 
which made the Multitude ſo 
ready to joyn themſelves to 
Theudas, and after to Judas of 
Galilee, of whom mention is 


made Acts g. v. 36,37. and af- ( 
ter that to an Egyptian Jew, 


Af, 21. v. 38. on their pre- 

tending to be the Perſons 
from whom this Deliverance 

Was expectem. 


e 
mention of Theudue; and Judas 


5 Calilee, and the Egyptian, of 
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claimed this grand I atereſt 


of a Kingdom, which, ac- 


1 * n 2222 —_ W 15 1 
i 3 e 4 1 . 
4 AL . * 1 * 7 > % 


Frakes, 
& 


not only ſv, but adyanc'd 


cording ts the Opinion of 
all tho 


who expected a 
Meſſius, belong d thereto] ? 
or wh y he thould not in ſo 


poſſeſſed himſelf thereof: ? 
But he was ſo far from 
doing either of theſe, that 


only omitted this Oppor- 


tunity of poſſeſſing him- 
ſelf of this Kingdom, but 


alſo renounc'd and diſ- 


tlie People that they were 


miſtaken in them, and 
thereby overthrew all that 


Which offered unto him 


the higheſt Secular Inte- 
| reſt which the Men of this 


World uſe to aim at. Abd 


6 0 


claim'dthe whole thereof. the Precepts of ih, as 


For inſtead of laying any 
Pretenoe2to it, he let him- | Its acl Th T a ve= 
ſelf tO donfate thoſe wag, rael to walk therein, an 

ry Notions Which ge it f 


unto him, and to convince | 


whom we have an account i n 
Scripture, Antiq. lib. 20. c. 


chers, Who, on the ſame Pre- 
tences, found the Multitude 
ready to joyn themſelves un- 
to them. Antig. lib. 20. c. 6. G- 
7. & de Bello Fudaieo, I. 7. c. 31. 


As did allo ; Barchosbas in the 
favourable a Juncture, as Re 


Was then offer'd forit, have 


eign of Adrian the Roman 
Emperor. And what Mai mo- 
nides delivers of the Doctrine 
of the Jews, concerning this 
Matter, might give any Man 
an Handle to offer at it. For, 


1 ſaith he, the Meſia is not to 
he wav'd both, and not 


beknown by Signs or Won 


ders (for he 1 is to work none} 


but only by Conqueſt. And 
therefore his Words are. f 
there ariſeth a King of the Houſe 
75 David, who 7s ftadious of the 
aw, add diligent in obſerving 
a. was David 
his Father ; that is, not only of 
the Lam which 7s written, but of 
the Oral alſo, and inclineth all 


pairs the Breathes, mid fehts the 
Battels of the Lord; this Perſon 


-may be preſum'd to he the Meſ- 
ſias. 


But if he "proſpers in what 
he uniertakes; and ſubdues all 
the neighbouring Nations round 
about him, and re-builds the 
Sanctuary in its former Place, 
and gathers together the diſ- 
Pers 'd of Ir ae] then he is for cer- 
jain the Meſfias. Maimonides 
in Yad Hachazekih Tract. de 
Regibus & Bellis, Forum, SE. 
11. ſect. 4 


m 
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in the ſtead of thoſe Errors, ſuch Do- : 
Arines concerning the Mæſſias, as were not 4 
only without 5 manner of worldly Inte- 
reſt in them, but all levell'd directly op- 


poſite thereto. For he taught them, that 
the Kingdomot the Mefſias was nota Tem. 


oral, but a Spiritual Ningdom; that he a 
was not to be a Judge and a Ruler over 
them in the Secular Affairs of this World, 

and the Pomp and Glory thereof, but to 
govern and direct their Hearts within by 
the Power of his Holy Spirit, in order to 

conform them to that Law of Righteouſ- 
neſs, which might fit them to reign with © 
J him! in the Kingdom of Everlaſting Glory | 


hereafter, Andtherefore when = Jews, 
being convinc'd by his wonderful Works 


 thathe was the Meſſias, would have taken 
him by Force and made him their King, 


he withdrew from among them to diſap- 
bye the Deſign. And when interrogated 


Pilate, he td him his A7ngdom was not 


5 of this World. And had he aim'd at any 


ſuch thing, he would never have taught 


ſuch Doctrines of himſelf, which ſo direct- 


L ly overthrew all that which gave him the 


moſt favourable Advantage of attaining 
thereto. Had he offer'd it more of this 


World's Intereſt than the Notions of the 
ck inveſted him win (if it were _ 
2 


2 5 31 
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4 their Meſſias; or if he had joyn'd thereto, 
7'the Enjoyment of carnal Pleaſure, as Mabo- 
1 met Fry there might then have been ſome 
ground of charging him of differing from 


. thoſe Notions for the ſerving of his own 


| ' Intereſt; but when the Change was on the 
ver | quite contraty hand, and inſtead of being 
id, that reigning and glorious Meſſias, amidſt 


Ja Kingdom as had nothing of this World 


renounc'd, muſt reconcile Contradictions, 


1 conliſt inthe other, which is moſt directly 


ef reigning, ſo obviouſly offer'd it felf un- 
do him under that Character, that it can- 
not be conceiv'd how he ſhould ever have 


i Riches 


hin it, and whoſe greateſt Perfection lay in 
its greateſt Oppoſition thereto; he that 
7 will fay that there was any thing of this 
World in his thus ſtripp ing himfelf of all 
en the Pomp and Glory of it, or that there 
Could be any deſign of Intereſt for himſelf, 
where all manner of Self- Intereſt is thus 5 


F and make the nature of one Extreme to 
2 oppoſite thereto. Had he, when he took 


1 * | upon him to be the Meſſins, done it only 
we for a worldly Iitereſt, this great Intereſt 


4 avoided 1 it. The Power, and Glory, and 


| 9 
Do- 5 ble more could be had than thoſe gave 


; the higheſt Pomp and Sp lendor of this 5 
by World, as the Jews would have had him 
to be, he declar'd himſelf only for ſuch 
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the generally receiv'd Notion of it, in- 
veſted him with them. Or can it be 
iwagin'd, ſince theſe are the only Things 
Which could make that Character at all 
delirable to an Inpoſtor, Why any Man 


ſhould run the great Hazard and Trouble 


elf being ſuch in the aſſuming of it, but 3 
for the ſake of them? All thoſs falſe 
iChriſts, who have been real Impoſtors, \ 

and have in ſeveral Ages ſtarted up to 

-delude the World with this Pretence, have * 


cer with the Name of the Meſ/tas, claim- 


ed alſo this Ving dom, which the Jews + 7 
ſeribed thereto; and that in every ſuch 
Scene of Deceit, which hath open'd in 


the World, hath always appear'd to 


have been the Bait, which allur'd thoſe 
W retches to act that Part therein. And 
had our Saviour been ſuch a one as they, 


he muſt certainly have taken the ſame 
courſe. For to do otherwiſe, would have 


been to do the Wickedneſs without the 


1 emptation, and to run the Hazard with- 


R + Þ 


But he having hom fa far raving that 
he did not 2 renounce this Kingdom, 


„ „ 


Jahan of a Kimpdom, are too great Baits of } 

Allurement to the worldly-minded Man, A 
ever to be refus'd by ſuch a one, after 
: he had aſſum'd that Character, which, in 


. 
8 


r 
E 


St 
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ts of Ibut all manner of other worldly Intereſt 


whatever; this plainly ſhews he could 


ter have no Deſi ign upon this World by that 


1 4 M 7//ro0n which he undertook, or had any 
— Meſſia ras, but that he was really that Per- 
all. ſo 


Han 5 


ble | Lite and Salvation unto us. 
Nut 2. Had our Saviour, when he 90 h 
4 upon him to be the Meſſi :as, done it only 


often promis d, and at length, in ful- 


5 cording 


-4- have been the readieſt and moſt likely 


in # 


4 


ever you may ſuppoſe it to be. For the 
eager Expectations of that People being 


had drawn 2 Picture of in their own Fan- 


-Y> cies, his only way to have gotten them to 
me 3 own and receive him for the Meſſias, was 
| to have humour'd them 
ne herein, and propoſed himſelf to them juſt 


for him exactly 


h- , ſuch a one as they would have had him 


N 


other reaſon for his entring on it as tlie 
fon; whom God, by his Holy Prophets, had 


[neſs of Time, accordingly ſent to bring 


as an Iimpoſtor, for a Secular Intereſt, he 
would have aſſum'd that Character ac- 
to thoſe Notions in which the 
© Jews expected him, becauſe this would 


1; way for him to carry that Intereſt, what- | 


L I then for fuch a reigning Meſſras, as they 


; to be. And had his Intent been only to ſe- 


a duce them under that Character, in order 
5 to o ſerve himſelf of them for a Secular In- 
þ 5 


_ to thoſe worldly Intereſts they were moſt | 
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tereſt, this Method is that which is 9 
obviouſly neceſſary in ſuch a caſe, that 
it could not have been avoided. For to 1 
do otherwiſe, would evidently have been | 5 
to put the matter in a moſt certain Me- 
thod totally to miſcarry, and make the 
whole Deſign impracticable. To come to 
them as their Mæſſias, under a Character 
totally differing from that in which they 
expected him, would be ſufficient to make 
them, for chat very reaſon, never to re- 
ceive him. Altho Humility, and the 
debaſing of a Man's ſelf, may, in other ca- # 
ſes, be a means to court Popularity, and 
procure the Favour of the People, it could 
never have ſerv'd in this; nor would our 
Saviours taking upon him the Character 
of the Meſſias, fo vaſtly lower as to this 
World, than the general Opinion then gave 
it unto him, have been of any ſtead to 
him in order thereto; but quite the con- 
trary. For the 7eme had then fram'd their 
Notions of the Meſſias they expected, for 
their own Sakes rather than his; ſuitable © 
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ba +" 
ER 

= 
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in love with, and thoſe Notions went cur- 
rant through the whole Nation, as the 
true and exact Deſcription of him, by 

which he was to be known at his coming. 
And therefore for any one to propoſe 

himſelf 4 
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s ſo himſelf to them, as the Meſſias, under a 
Character totally diſagreeing herefrom, 
would have been the readieſt way for 


him to be told, that he was not there- 


able to maſter. And this, indeed, prov'd 
2 © "the main cauſe, that, notwithſtanding our 


verſion againſt him; and it continues 


not get over. For they look for a Meſ- 


dur 


ter ſias, that was to ſubdue their Enemies, 

and deliver them from the Slavery of the 
Romans, and by the Eſtabliſhment of a 
Temporal Kingdom over them, advance the 


his 4 


ez 
> 


State of their Nation to the higheſt Pro- 


to them as a Meſpas, which had nothing 
to do with this World, or any of the In- 


LKingdom they expected, claim'd only a 


6834 which 
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fore the Man; and this, inſtead of being 
ga a means to ſeduce them to him, become 
ſuch a reaſon for their rejecting him, as 
no Art of Impoſture would ever have been 


Saviour's Miracles, the Fews, who daily 
ſaw them, were ftill harden'd in their a- 


1 | with them to this Day the grand Stum- 
uld bling- block of Infidelity, which they can- 


ſperity, and their Law to the higheſt Per- 
fection of Obſervance, which both were 
capable of. But he propoſed himſelf un- 


tereſts of it; and inſtead of the Temporal 


Spiritual; and inſtead of the outward 
| Rites and Ceremonies ofthe Moſaical Lam 


— * 
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which were all fulſilłd and done away 

in him, taught them only to! worſhip 

God in Spirit and in Truth. And — 

could more diſpleaſe and alienate from 

him, Men ſo eager upon this World, and 

the Glory and Riches of it, than thus, in- 

ſtead of Conqueſt over Enemies, Extent 
of Power, and a moſt flouriſhing State of 

Proſperity, which they dreamt of, to 
_ preach. to them of Mortification, Repen- 

tance, Self- dental, and thoſe other Chri- 

_ ſtian Virtues, in the increaſe of which 
the true Proſperity - of Chriſt's Kingdom 
5 only conſiſts; and inſtead of their Tem- 

le, and the out ward Pomp and Splendor 

of the Worſhip: there performed, which =» 
they ſo 1 valu'd themſelves upon, 
and fo zealouſly affected, thus to propoſe 
to them the worſhipping of God without 
all this, only in that Spiritual manner, 
which, under the numerous Rites of the 

Moſeical Law,they had not been accuſto- 

med to have any great regard unto? For 

this was to baulk them of the Hopes they. © 

moſt delighted-in,-and put a Baffle upon 

them in thoſe eager Expectations and oſt 
cearneſtDeſires, which their Hearts had long 

delt upon. And how ill they were able 

to, brook this, will appear by this Inſtancte 

Jans. 6. in the Goſpel, Thay thoſe very ſame 25 | 
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who; on the ſceing of his Miracles, were 


= fo firmly convinc'd of his being the Meſ- 
2 fas;that they would forthwith have ta- 


ken him by force, ;anddeclar'd him their 
Hing; the next Day after, on his preaching 
to them of Spiritual Things, and offering 
thereby to withdraw their Minds from 


theperiſhable Things of this World, to fix 
thaw on thoſe which endure to everlaſting 


Life; murmur'dagainſt him, and would no 


more endure him. For er Hearts were 


after a Maſſius that ſhould: found them a 
Temporal Kingdom, and make them great 
and-glorious, and powerful therein; and 


to ſet up a Spiritual Kingdominſtead here- 
of, was not only to deprive himſelf of the 
3 Grandeur of the other, but them alſo of 


the Portion which they expected therein. 


And no one certainly that intended: a 


worldly Intereſt by ſuch an Undertaking, 
would ever have projected it in ſuch a 
Method as this, which was fo totally in- 


cConſiſtent with it. F or this would be to 


renounce in the very Act the End which 
he propoſed, and make the Attainment 
of it impracticable by the very Means 


wjhereby he purſu'd it; It would be to 


wave the higheſt Intereſt i in this World, 


to purſue after another, which no one 


can ON "wig: and thereby. total 
To IN | alicnatè 


alienate thoſe from him, by whom alone 
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he could hope in ſuch a Defign as this to 


attain any at all. And therefore: had a | 
worldly End and a worldly Intereft been 


all that our Saviour aĩm'd at in his taking 
n him to be the Meſſias, whom the 


Had his Buſineſs only been to dence 


the People for the advancing of ſome ſe- 
cular Intereſt of his own, he would ne- 
ver have. attempted it in fo unlikely a 
way of ſucceeding, as that of aboliſhing 
the Maſaical Lam, to which the 3 
Nation of the Fews were then ſo zealouſſy 
addicted, that they could not bear the 
leaſt Word which might ſeem to derogate 
either from the Excellency which they 
conceiw'd of it, or that Opinion which 
es chen n had, a ftill retain, that it 
was 


ws expected, he would never ſo, much 
Gar neg to that Intereſt, and fo, much 
7 ary: to that moſt obvious means of 
carrying on ſuch a Deſign, have aſſum'd 
that Character ina manner 0 muclz differ- 
ing from that under which they expect- 
ed him: Or could he by ſuch a Method of 
Procedure ever have made any thing of 
the Attempt among them, had he not on 
his ſide the Power: of God, as well as 
Tas Mifion, to make him ſuccelsful there- 
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was to be immutably obſerv'd by them to 
the end of the World. The caſe of Ma- 
homet with his Men of Mecca was quite 
otherwiſe, he found no ſuch Zeal in them 
for their old Religion to ſtruggle with; 
they themſelves were then grown ſo wea- 
xy of it, that the Generality of them had 
i in a manner totally exchang'd it for no 
Religion at all, at that time Mahomet firſt 
began to propagate his Iinpoſture among 
them; they having then for they wolf 
part given themſelves up to the Opinions 
of the Zendikees, who in the ſame man- 
ner as the Epicureans among the Greeks, 
and too many now a-days among us, ac- 
| knowledg'd the Being of a God, but deny- 
ing his Providence, the Immortality of 
the Soul, and a Future State, did at the 
ſame time deny all manner of Neceſſity of 
paying any Worſhip unto him. And no 
wonder then, if ſuch Men, who plac'd 
their All in this World, were caſfily 
brought over to a Sec, whoſe chief Aim 
was at worldly Proſperity and worldly 
Pleaſure in the Religion which they pro- 
fels'd, This Mahomet was well enough — 
aware of, before he ſtarted his new Reli- 
ion among them; and it ſzems to have 
been the greateſt Encouragement which 
embolden'd him to venture on that At- 
Pn gon ee 
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tempt. Henk, Fe they ſtill retain'd 
the outward Form of their Religion: after 


they had deſerted the Subſtance of it, he 
found even from hence that Oppoſition 
to his Defign, that to make it go down, he 
was forc'd to retain all thoſe Rites and 
Ceremonies in his new Religion, which 
they had been afore us'd to in their old; 
and in order hereto, he choſe to make 
ſome dangerous alterations in his firſt Eiſta- 
| bliſhments, as particularly in that of the 
Heblu, rather than ruffle his Arabians by 
8 aboliſhing, what he ſound them through 
long Uſage and Cuſtom any way affected 
to. For his Buſineſs being to deceive the 
n kirk care was to offer at A 


h » > S-** 


Pat. But! in every 7 police © it was quite 
otherwiſe with our Saviour, and thoſe 
whom he firſt preached his Goſpel unto. 
For the Jews having undergone ſeveral ter- 
rible Scourges from the Hand of God for 
the Neglect of that Law which he had 
given them, were from their former too 
much Diſregard of it then grown into the 
contrary Extreme of being with exceed- 


ing Superſtition and Bigotry too much de- 
voted to it. They then took d on it with 


the 
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the Cane Veneration as they: Ritl do, .to 
be an immutable Law never to he alter d, 
That the Meſ/tas: himſelf on his co ming 
: ſhould not make the leaſt Change therein, 
but that the Glory of his Kingdom. ſhould 
chiefly conſiſt in ths; Perfection of its Ob- 
iſervance, - and the exact Performance of 
the Worſhip it preſcrib'd; and for any one 
to advance any Doctrine contrary hereto, 
Was reckon'd no leſs than ( Blaſphemy 7 AR 4 
among them. And therefore had our v. 13. 
© _ Saviquronly conſulted Fleſh and Blood in 
the Miſſion which he undertogk z had he 
had no other Deſign therein than a ſecular 
Intereſt and a-worldly End, he would ne- 
ver have oppos'dchimſelf againſt the vio- 
lent Current of ſuch predominant,Opini- 
ons 2s he found. then reigning, among 
them whom he firſt preached his Goſp 1 
-unto, or ever durſt have; offer d at 
Abolition of that Lam which. they were 
ſo violently bigotted unto. ) Had he come 
to deceive then) as a Seducer, the very na- 
ture of the thing muſt, necellarily have 
= directed him to a quite contrary. Method; 
that is, to ſooth-and collogue with them 5 
whom he came to impoſe upon; to have 
cContradicted no Opinion they were vio- 
= ent for, or oppo5/djany. Doctrine which 
by ie: were en allected to, but to 


have 
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of the Lee, which Jeſus Chriſt left 
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have ſtudy's their Humours, and lem 
their Notions, and fo fram'd and ſuited all 
his Doctrines according thereto, as might | 
| beſt take to draw them over to the End 
deſign'd. To have done otherwiſe would 
have been to ſet Prieſt and People againſt 
him, as an Enemy to their Religion, and 
A Blaſphemer of their Law. And as our 
Saviour found it fo in the reſult, fo it 


muſt have been obvious to any one in his 


caſe to have foreſeen it from the begin- 
ning. And therefore ſince notwithſtand- 
ing this, he took this Method, fo contrary 
to the whole End and Deſign of one that 
intends a Cheat upon the People, and 


without having any regard to that Zeal 


with which the 7ews were then ſo violent- 

| ly bigotted to their Law, or that Rage of 
Reſentment which they were ready to 

expreſs againſt whatſoever in the leaſt 


ſhould derogate from it, did boldly preach 


unto them ſuch Doctrines as. totally 
difannulFd it; this manifeſtly proves he 
could have no Intereſt of his own to ſerve 
upon them in this Undertaking, or that 
he had any other reaſon for his entring 
8 Jt; but that he Was ſent of God ſo to 


The grand and fundawentil Doctrine 


his 


X > = 
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huis Church, was that of his Death and Paſ- 
_ 7 fion, whereby he made Atonement for our 
Sins, and deliver'd us from the Puniſh- 


ment which was due unto us for them. 


By this means only he propos'd to fave 
us, that is, from Sin, the Devil, and Eter- 
nal Death; and by this Confli& only did 
he undertake to ſubdue theſe our Enemies 
for us, and on that Conqueſt to found us 
a Kingdom, which ſhould make us holy 


and righteous here, and for ever bleſſed 
with him in Glory hereafter. This was 


the whole End and Purpoſe of our Savi- 


our's Miſſion; this he frequently foretold 
to his Diſciples, and on this was founded 
thewhole Religion which he taught them. 
And can any one fay he could have a De- 
ſign of Secular Intereſt for himſelf in ſuch 


a Religion as this, which could have no 


Being but by his dying for it, or any 


reaſon for its Eſtabliſhment among Men, 


thing of worldly Intereſt in this, would be 


to charge it on his Croſs, and place it in 
that bitter and ignominious Death which 
he underwent thereon, Men ſometimes 
put their Lives to great Hazard for the In- 
tereſts of this World; but for a Man pur- 
poſely to deſign Death for ſuch an End, 


and 


till he had laid down his Life for the com- 
pleating of it? To fay there was any 
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and part with this World in ſuch a man- by 


ner . as. Chriſt did, for the ſake of any 


thing that this World hath, is a thing d 
which was never yet heard of, and is in aft 
it ſelf ſo contrary to the moſt obvious It 

Di&ates both of Reaſon and Nature, that 
no one can be fo abſurd as to imagine it 


poſlible for any Man ſo to do. | 
But that which I know you will toy 


in this caſe is, That it was not Chriſt him- 
ſelf, but his Diſciples after his Death, -that 
made this a Part of his Religion 4 That he 
Intended no ſuch. thing 


King he enter'd on, that it ſhould end 


in the Underta- 


in his Death, and be compleated by his 
Crucifixion; but that this hapning unto 


him, thoſe who kept up his Party, and 
propagated his Religjon after him, foiſted 
_ this thereinto, to ſalve the Ignominy of 
his Death, and ſerve themſelves of it, for 


the better carrying on of their Deſigns 
thereby. 


And if ſo, then the Impoſture 
mult be ſhiſted from kim to his Diſciples. 
And in this caſe: the ſame Enquiry muſt 


ſtill be made, What Advantage could they 
propoſe to themſelves herefrom ? For if 
Chriſts having no Self. deſign or worldly | 
 latereſt in the Religion which he taught, 
be of a any Force to acquit him of being 
=, gully of: Impeſture therein (as it muſt | 
with 
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with every. Man of unprejudicd Reaſon) 
Ait muſt alſo be of force to acquit them 
of the fame Charge who propagated it 
after him. And what worldly Intereſt is 
it which they could poſſibly have in this 


atter? If you ſay Empire, how impro- 


bable is it, that a few poor Fiſhermen, 
without any manner of Foundation either 
of Power, Riches, or Intereſt with others, 
for the carrying on of ſuch a Deſign, ſhould 
ever frame in their Thoughts the leaſt 
g Imagination tending thereto , eſpecially 
at that time when the Roman Empire, be- 
ing in its utmoſt heighth and vigour, had 
the major part of the then known World 
united under its Command, to cruſh the 
greateſt Attempts of this nature, which 
might be made againſt it? If Riches and 
Honour be alledg'd as their End, I muſt 
deſire you to tell me how this could be 
a Means to gain them? or whether any 
one of them ever attain'd to either there- 
by? If we examine into the Accounts 
which we have of their Lives and Actions, 
we ſhall find them journying about the 
World from Place to Place in great Pover- 
ty, and under all the Difficulties and Preſ- 
ſures of it, to diſcharge that Apoſ?leſpip 
which was committed unto them, and in 
every Place where they came to be load- 
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cution for the ſake of that Religion which 


order thereto, ſome of them would have 


not anſwer its End. But you cannot 
bring us an Inſtance of any one of them 
that did this. No, they ſtill went on in 


and without being weary'd by the Po ver- 
ty they labour'd under, or, in the leaſt 
diſcourag'd by that Contempt, Scorn, and 
Perſecution which they every where met 


ver have done, if they had not for that 
the Honour and Riches of this World could 


of any worldly Intereſt for them in their 
_ preaching up that Religion which they * 
Propagated, is, That they were thereby 
made Heads of the Party which they drew 


A Letter to the Deiſts. ; 
ed with Contempt, Oppreſſion, and Perſe- 


they taught. Had Riches and Honour been 
the End propoſ'd for all this, certainly 
after having experienc d, by the ill Succeſs, 
how improper Means they had taken in 


deſiſted from the Enterprize, and no lon- 
ger have purſu'd a Deſign which could | 


the Work which they had undertaken, 


with, all conſtantly perſever'd to preach _ 
that Goſpel which they had receiv'd, even 


to their Lives end; and not only ſo, but 


moſt of them laid down their Lives for 
the ſake thereof, which they would ne- 


Miniſtry a much higher Reaſon than all 


ever amount unto. All that can be ſaid 
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over thereto. But alas, what Advantage 
Could this be unto them to be thus made 
Heads of a contemn'd, oppreſs'd and per- 
ſecuted Party of Men, who were every- 
where ſought out for Bonds, Imprifon- 
ments and Death? To head ſuch a Party, 
What is it but to expoſe a Man's ſelf to 
the greater Danger, and ſet himfelf up to 
receive the firſt Strokes of every Perſecu- 
tion which was levell'd againſt it? For 
in this caſe, thoſe who head the Party are 
moſt ſought after, and the Ring- leaders of 
it are ever made the firſt and the moſt ſig- 
nal Examples of every Severity which is 
deſign'd for its Oppreſſion. And this was 
all that the Apoſtles got by heading that 
Party which they converted to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; and what of worldly Inte- 
reſt could be found therein? If the head- 
ing of a Party be of any Advantage to a 
Man, it muſt be then only when it brings 
him Honour, or Power, or Riches, or 
+ ſome other worldly Enjoyment. But to 
head ſuch a Party as the firſt Chriſtians 
were, could bring neither of theſe there- 
with; but, on the contrary, Poverty, Con- 
tempt, Oppreſſions, and Perſecutions, were 
all the Fruits, as to this World, which the 
Aßpoſtles of our Saviour reaped thereby. 
And certainly on theſe Terms to head 2 
3 n , 
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Diſcouragements have long continued 


either by diverting it to a falſe Object, or ; | 


as cannot be accepted of before him. And 
to Man, becauſe it deprives him of his God, 
by putting him upon ſuch a falſe Religion 
as muſt neceſſarily alienate both his Mer- 
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Party, could never have been the Reaſon 
to make them enter on that Undertaking ; * 


7 


or if it had, they could never under ſuch 
therein. by 
SECT. IL 


II. And thus far having examin'd the | 


firſt Markof Impoſture, and, I hope, ſuffici- 
_ ently ſhown it cannot belong to that Holy 
Religion which we profeſs : I ſhall now 


always have wicked Men for the Authors © 


of it. For thus to impoſe upon Mankind * 


A falle Religion, is the worſt of Cheats, and : c 
the higheſt Injuſtice Which can be done 


W 
al 

b 

proceed to the ſecond; that is, that it muſt * 6 
/ 

F 

f 
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either to God or Man: to God, becauſe it 
robs him of the Worſhip of his Creatures, 


by directing it to him in ſuch a falſe Way, 


cy and his Favour from him. And to do 


this is ſuch a conſummate piece of Ini- 
quity, that it is impoſlible any one can ar- 
rive thereto, without having firſt corrupt- 
ed himſelf to a great degree in all Things 
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pff all Fear of God, as well as all regard 
of Man, before he could ever offer at fo 
great a Wickedneſs againſt both. And 
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Zelſe. For ſuch an one muſt have caſt 


* 


when a Man is come to this, to be ſure 
he will ſtick at nothing whereby his Luſts 
may be gratify'd, or any carnal Intereſt 
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ſerv'd, which he ſets his Heart upon, but 
will make the Corruptions of his Mind 
appear in all the Actions of his Life, and 
be thoroughly wicked in every thing 
where his own Intereſt, or his own De- 
ſigns, do not put a Reſtraint upon him. 
And that Mahomet was ſuch a one, the 
© Hiftory of his Life, which J have laid be- 
fore you, ſufficiently ſhows. | 
But who ever yet charged 
Fe ſus Chriſt, or his Holy 
Apoſtles with any thing 
like this ? not Celſus, not 
Porphyry, nor ꝓulian, or any 
other of the Hearhens, or 
the 7eme, who were the 
bittereſt Enemies of Chri- 
ſtianity, and the greateſt 
Oppoſers of it. And to be 
ſure could they have found any ſuch Ac- 
cuſation againſt any of them, they would 
never have ſpar'd to have made the ut- 

| moſt uſe of it they could, for the blaſting * 


All that the bittereſt Ene- 
mies of Chriftianity have ever 
objected againſt our Saviour, 
fave a fabulous Story of his 
Birth, amounts to no more 


than this, That he was a Magi- 
cian, Which was an Invention 


fram'd only to ſalve his work- 
ing of Miracles (which they 
could not deny in ſuch a man- 
ner as to make them give no 
Reputation or Authority to 
the Do&rines which he 
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| of that Religion which they taught. For | Wor 
it is a popular Argument, which would of 
have ſerv'd their purpoſe among the Peo- 

ple more than any other they could have % 
offer d unto them. And we ſee with © 

| what ſucceſs the various Se&s among us 
ſerve themſelves of it every Day, no Ar- 
gument being more prevalent amongſt | 

the unthinking Multitude, for the beating 

down the Reputation of any Profeſſion of th 
Religion, than the ripping up of the Faults o 

of thoſe that teach it. To examine into f 

all the Labyrinths and abſtruſe Speculati- f. 


| ons of Reaſon and Argument, winch may te 
1 be brought for or againſt any Religion, is 1 
| an operous Buſineſs, which all have not Ca- 
| : __ pacities for, and few care to attend to. But | 
a. "=: BEEN and Evil every Man is judge; and 
. . where they find the Teachers of any Reli- 
= 2. ion to be wicked and naught, it is an In- 


ference which they are all apt too prect- 
pitately to run into, that the Religion muſt 
be naught alſo; and without any further 
examining into it, condemn it fo to be. 
And ] find there is nothing which you 
your ſelves are more greedy to lay hold of 
for an Argument againſt our holy C briſti- N 
an Religion, than the Faults which you 
_ obſerve in ſome of our Miniſters, whoſe _ 
Buſineſs it is to promote it. And there- _ 
l 8 VV S | forg 
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or fore if the Faults of the preſent Teachers 
Id of Chriſtianity be apt thus to afford ſo po- 
* pular and prevalent an Argument againſt 
it, how much more would the Faults of 
th the firſt Founders and Propagators of it 
us have done fo, had there been any ſuch 
to object againſt them? And had there 
been any ſuch, ſo keen and ſearching 
15 Adverſaries would never have ſuffer'd 
the Diſcovery to have eſcap'd them, 
ts or ever faild to have objected it for 
the ſerving of their turn to the utmoſt 
they were able; and it can be owing 
to nothing but their moſt unblamable 
Innocency, that they have been ſecur'd 
| herefrom. To ſay that they could not 
have that Knowledge of their Lives and 
Actions, as was ſufficient for them to diſ- 
cern their Faults, and obſerve their Miſ- 


: Though Mahomet acted his Dinboſture ſo 
r many hundred Miles within the remoter 


Parts of Arabia, among a People who, by 
voaſt Deſarts, were in a manner cut off from 
the Converſe of the reſt of Mankind, where 
very few or none of any other Nation ever 
came to ſpy out his Actions, or obſerve 
bis Doings, and where he had none elſe 
to be Witneſſes of them, but. thoſe only 
who all embrac'd his Forgery, and became 

1 3 


"x BY 


40 4 Letter to th Deiſts. ; 7 | 
| zealouſly addicted to it; yet all this could 

not ſerve to conceal his Faults, or hide 0 al 

his monſtrous Wickedneſſes from being m 

obſerv'd and recorded againſt him. The P 

foregoing Hiſtory gives you a large Ca- tt 

talogue of them, and they are vouched a 

by the Authority of ſome of the moſt au- o 

thentick Writers of his own Seck. But & 

Chriſtianity had not its Birth in ſuch an x, 

obſcure Hole, nor did the firſt Founder of l 

it, or thoſe who propagated it after him, . 

make their firſt Appearance among ſuch G 

rude and illiterate Barbarians as that In- ( 

1 


poſtor did, but on one of the openeſt 
Ns, in the World, at Jeruſalem, and in 
the Land of Tudea and not in an Age 
when, as formerly, that Nation ſeparated | 
It ſelf from all others, and had no Con- 
verſe with any but themſelves: ; but when 
they had ſcatter'd themſelves abroad, and 
wingled with all other Nations, and alfo 3 
were forc'd to admitall other Nations to 
mingle with them by being made a Pro- 
vince of the Roman Empire,which brought = 
not only Soldiers and Merchants of other 
Nations among them, but alſo open'd 
the Gate to all others, as they ſhould 
think fit, to come and reſide among them, 
And the Temple at Feruſalem being that 
Where all of the Jewiſh Religion worſhip- 
pet; j 
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1d "ped; this conſtantly brought thither from 
de Ball Nations thoſe who profeſs'd it, which 
ng made a very great reſort thither from all 
ne Parts of the World, eſpecially at their 
a- three great Feſtivals. And therefore juſt 
after our Savionr's Sufferings at the time 
of Pentecoſt next following, we are told _ A 
ut that there were then at Jeruſalem (*) Par- 5 Als « 
n  thians, Medes,and Elamites, and the dwel-v. y, 10, iT, 
ff lers of Meſopotamia, Cappadacia Pontus, 
„ | Aſia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, 
hand rene, with the e of Rome, 
- © Cretes and Arabians. So that to be ſure 
1 nothing could be hid or conceaPd, which 
. was done on ſo open a Stage of the World, 
E 
1 


and in the Sight of ſo many Nations as 
were then preſent upon it; nor 1s it poſſi- 
ble if thoſe who then firſt deliver'd the 
bc Religion to the World, had been 
ſuch wicked Perſons as Mabomet was, and 
all other Inpoftors mult be, it could ever 
| | have eſcap'd their Obſervation. And if 
it had at Jeruſalem, there were other Oc- 
?  caſions enough given for a fuller Diſco- 
very afterwards. For the Holy Apoſtles 
after our Saviour's Death, did not confine 
* themſelves to Jeruſalem, and the Land of 
Judea only, but diſp ers'd themſelves. 
throughout the whole <td and at Rome, 
at Athens, and 1 in Dany: other celebrated 
Cities 


Fr = 12 
1 


—- * 


A2 


ALetter to the Deiſts. 


Cities appear'd openly, teaching the Re- 3b 
ligion which they had receiv'd, and form- 
ins Churches of thoſe whom they had 
converted thereto, and thereby expoſing * 
their Lives and Actions publickly to the 
view of the whole World, made all Man- 
kind in a manner Witneſſes of what they 


did. And Chriſtianity was not ſuch an 


acceptable thing to the World, as to move 
the Men of it to be ſo canded and good- 
natur'd to the firſt Authors of it , as to 
conceal their Faults, and hide their Wic- | 
kedneſſes, had there been any ſuch in 
them. No, it was that which was againſt 
the Luſts and Pleaſures, and the other e- 


vil Courſes of this World, more than any 


other Religion which was ever taught 
therein; and this put the World as much 


againſt it, and all that adhered thereto; 
and therefore we find them to be a Party 


of Men not only every-where ſpoken a- 
gainſt, but alſo every-where hated, oppo- 


ſed, and perſecuted to the utmoſt, And 


when ſo general an Odiam was riſen a- 


gainſt them, and both Fews and Gentiles _ 
conſpir'd together therein, to be ſure 
there were not wanting abundance that 
made it their Buſineſs to pry into their 
Actions, and examine their Practices with 


i all that Spight, Unfairnels, and ill Inter- 


pretation 


; 
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pretation of Things, as is uſual in ſuch 
Caſes. And could they by all this Search, 


Inquiry, and ſtrict Obſervation, have 
found any thing to charge upon Chriſt 


or his Apoſtles, which might caſt a Blot 
upon the Religion which they taught, to 


be ſure we ſhould have heard enough of 
it. For thoſe who propagated their Odi- 
um againſt this holy Religion to the next 
ſucceeding Ages, to that exceſſive de- 


gree, in which the Primitive Chriſtians 


experienc'd it in thoſe ter- 


rible Perſecutions which 


they underwent for three 


hundred Years together, 


would certainly have 
pagated therewith all the 
Accuſations they were able 
againſt thoſe who were the 


firſt Founders and Teach- 


: ers of it. And to be ſure, 


when ( Celſus, Porphyry, 
and Julian, and other bitter 
Oppoſers of Chri/{;anity, as 


well Jews as Heathens, 
took Pen in hand to write 


againſt it, we ſhould have 
been told enough of it. But 


nothing of this appearing in 
any of their Writings, or a- 


i * 


pro- 


The main Things which 
Celſus and Julian objefted in 


their Books againſt the Chriſti- 


an Religion are preſerv'd in the 
Anſwers which Origen wrote 
to the former, and St. Cyril of 


Alexaudriato the latter; but the 


Books themſelves are periſh'd, 
as are alſo thoſe of Porphyry 
written by him in fifteen 
Tomeson the ſame Argument; 


for they being full of virulent 


Blaſphemies, Theodoſius the Em- 
peror, by a Law, cauſed them 


every-where to be burnt and 


deſtroy'd ; but a great many 
Remains and Fragments of 
them are {till preſerv'd in the 
Works of Euſebius, and ſome- 
thing alſo of him in St. NWerom 
n Prefati one ad lib. I. Comment. 
in Epiſt. ad Galatas. Celſus lived 
in the ſecond, Porphyry in the 


third, and Julian in the fourth 


Century after Chrif. 


ny 


[ 55 


and that he was a Worker of Mi- 


| tended it) fell by way of Juſt Ven- 
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ny of the leaſt Memorial of it being to be 


1 ey 


found in any Record whatſoever againſt 
them; this manifeſtly proves that they 


are even in the Judgment of their bittereſt 
Enemies totally free of this Charge, and 


conſequently , being juſt and righteous 
: Perſons, (and of Chriſt and 
St. James one of his Apo- 


( His Words of our Savi- ; / les, ( *) Jo ſep bus, though : 


our are, that he was a wiſe Man, 


(a Title not given in thoſe days a Jew, particularly atteſts, 
that they were ſo) the 
| Packer , and 6 Teacher of Truth, could never be guilty of fo 
ib. 19: e. 4 Aud OF. Famer he ar Vil adnalc hock 5: | 
| hath theſe Words, Theſe things great a Wickednels both a | 
(i. e. the Deſtruction of Jeruſa- gainſt God and Man, as 10 
lem, and the Calamities that at- Have impos' d a Cheat upon a 
us in that Religion which 


but to ſuch as were alſo good) 


geance upon the Jews for James 


the Juſt, who was the Brot her of the 56 5 
Jer called Chrift, beeonſe the they deliver'd unto us. 


Jews had murther d him, being a moſt righteous Man. It muſt be ac- 


knowledg'd that this Paſſage is not now extant in Joſephus, but it is 


quoted by Euſebius in the Second Book of his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, c. 23. 


and alſo by Origen in his Second Book againſt Celſus, which would 
never have been done by them, had it not been extant in the Copies 


of his Works which were then in uſe, however it came to be omit» 


ted ſince. For to have falſly alledg'd ſuch a Teſtimony to the Ene- 


mies of Chriſtianity, eſpecially to one ſo accute and ſharp as Celſus 


was, would have given them too great an Advantage againſt it. 
But what is ſtill extant in Joſephus, amounts to the ſame thing ; 


for ſpeaking of his being put to death by Annas the High-Prieſt, 
Antid. lib. 20. c. 8. he ſays, that all good Men were offended at it; 
- Which ſufficiently expreſſeth him to be a good Man allo, For why 


elſe ſhould they be ſo concern'd for him? 
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III. And if they had been ſuch wicked 


| Perſons as thus to have impoſed upon us 
a falſe Religion for their own Intereſt, 


” both their Wickedneſs and the Intereſt 
which they drove at, muſt neceſſarily 


have appear d in the very Contexture of 8 


the Religion it ſelf; and the Books of the 


A © New Teſtament, in which it is contain'd, 
would have as evidently prov'd both theſe 


| again them, as the Alcoran doth againſt 
Mahomet, every Chapter of which yield- 
eth us manifeſ Proofs both of the wic- 
ked Affections of the Man, and the Self- 


ends which he drove at for the gratifying 


of them, 

Por, firſt, when a'Man propoſeth an 
End of Self-Intereſt, and invents a new 
Neige, and writes a new Lam on pur- 


poſe for the obtaining of it, it's impoſſi- 
ble but that this End muſt appear in the 
Means, and the Inpoſture, which was in- 
4. vented of purpoſe to promote it, mult 


diſcover what it is. For in this Cale the 


; new Religion and the new Law muſt be 
calculated for this End, and be all form'd 
and contriv'd in order thereto, otherwiſe. 
it can have no Efficiency for the obtain- 


ing 
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an End, that End cannot but be ſeen and A 
E d in thoſe Means. Far the End an 
and Means prove each other; that is, as al 
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ing of it, nor at all anſwer the purpoſe an) 


of the Inventor for the compaſſing of f 
what he propos'd; and if it be thus cal- 1 


culated , ordered and contriv'd for ſuch he 


the Nature of the End propos 2 ſhows us | Of 
what Means muſt be made uſe of for the LA 
obtaining of it; fo do the Nature of the Al 


Means which we uſe, diſcover what is 8 
the End which they Utive at. And as 
far as the Means have a tendency to the | 
End, fo much muſt they have of that 
End in them : ; and it is not poſſible for | 


t 
Him that uſeth the one, long to conceal 3 « 
the other. And therefore nothing 1s 4 


than by the Cones which A Man dies 0 
to diſcern the End which he would have. 
As Mahomet invented his new Religion to 
promote his own Ends; ſo the Alcoran, in 


which it is contain'd, ſufficiently proves 
it, there being ſcarce a Leaf in that Book | 


which doth not lay down ſome Particu- 
lars, which tend to the gratifying either 
-: of the Ambition or the Luſt of that Mon- ; 
ſter who contriv'd it. And had the firſt 
Founder of our holy Chriſtian Religion, or : 
they who were the firſt Propagators of it, 


8 
N 
2 3 N 
7 f 2 
$4 Hh 
PTY 
> 


i I Letter to the Deiſts. 
1 ay ſuch End therein, the Books of the 


of New Teſtament, in which it is written, 


would have as palpably ſhown it. But 
here we challenge all the Enemies of our 
1d Faith to uſe their utmoſt Skill to make 
1 any ſuch Diſcovery in them. They have 

; already gone through the ſtrict Scrutiny 
1s of many Ages, as well as of all manner of 


1e Adverſaries, and none have ever yet been 
16 able to tax them herewith, For inſtead 
is of being calculated for the Intereſt of this 


World, their whole Deſign is to withdraw 
ie our Hearts from i It, and fix them upon the 
at T Intereſt of that which is to come. And 


yr therefore the Doctrines which they incul- 


al cate are thoſe of Mortification, Repen- 


is tance, and Self. denial, which ſpeak not 


„ unto us of Fighting, Bloodſhed, and Con- 


2.  cing of a Temporal Kingdom: but that re- 
o © nouncing all the Pomps, and Vanities, and 
n © Luſtsof this preſent World, we live ſober- 


5 Fra righteouſly, and godly in the Preſence 


k of him that made us; and inſtead of purſu- 


we ſet our Hearts only on thoſe Heavenly 


1 J rious and bleſſed for ever hereafter, For as 
1 the Kingdom of Chriſt is not of this World, 


N 


< Y queſt as the Alcoran doth, for the advan- 


ing after tlie periſhable Things of this Life, 


8 3 Riches, which will make us great and glo- 


= neither do thoſe Books, in which are 
e written 
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written the Laws of this Kingdom, a- 


of carnal Ordinances, which were the Sha- 
dows only of thoſe Things after to come 
under the Goſpel, treated with Men ſuita- 
bly thereto. And therefore we find much = 
of this World both by way of Promiſe as 
well as Threat to be propos'd therein. But | 
it is quite otherwiſe with the New : For 
in that Revelation, being given to the | 
perfecting of Righteouſneſs, all things 
were advanc'd thereby from Earth to Hea- 
ven, and from Fleſh to Spirit. And there- | 
fore as the whole End of it is to make Men 
ſpiritual, fo are we directed thereby to look 
only to ſpiritual and heavenly Bleſſings 
for the Reward hereof. Had our Savi- 
our propos'd Victory, or Riches, or car- 
mal Pleaſutes to his Followers, as Mahomet 
did, then indeed his Lam would have ſuf- 
ficiently ſavour'd of this World to make 
Men ſuſpect that he aim'd at nothing elſe 
thereby. But he was ſo far herefrom, 

_ that inſtead of this, the whole Tenour of 
his Doctrine runs the quite contrary way, 
wWebeing told of nothing elſe through the 
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whole New Teſtament, but of Tribulati- 
7 ns, Afflictions, and Perſecutions, which 
J ſhall attend all ſuch, as tothis World, who 
ZFaithfully ſet their Hearts to become his 
Wire; and the Experience of all Ages 
ſince hath ſufficiently verify'd the Predi- 
| be tion. And indeed the very Religion which 
he hath taught us, is of that Holineſs, that 
W.ccording to the Courſe of this wicked 
World, it naturally leads us thereinto. 
And how then can it be ſaid, that any 
thing of worldly Intereſt can de contain- 


if "= either in this Religion, or thoſe oy 
Books in which it is written? 

; | I cannot deny, that there are ſome Men 
_ do crafty and cunning in purſuing their 
. Aintereſt that it ſhall not eaſily be diſcern- 
. ed in the Means what it is which they 
Y drive at for their End. But how great a 
: | compaſs foever ſuch may fetch about to 
the Point which they aim at, or in what 
bye and ſecret Paths ſoever they make for- 
- || ard towards it; yet if the Means, which 
- they make uſe of, have any tendency thi- 
1 ther, they can never be ſo totally blended, 
- ut there will always appear in then 
1 enough of the End to make the Diſcovery 
1 o any accurate Obſerver; and at length 
Pohen the Plot grows ripe for Execution, 
„fend the Deſigner begins to offer at the 
: 8 putting himſelf in pofſeſſion of what he 


D Wr 


\ 


50 A Letter to the Deiſts. 
propoſed (as all ſuch Deſigners muſt at 
laſt) the whole Scene muſt then be wa 4 
open, and every one will be able to ſee 
thereinto. And therefore if you will have | 9 
it that the Holy Apoſtles and Evangeliſis, 1 
who were the firſt Penners of the New 
Teſtament, were ſuch cunning and crafty i 
Men, as to be able thus artfully to con- 
ceal theix Deſigns in thoſe Books, which 
you ſuppoſe they, wrote of purpoſe to pro- 
mote them (which cannot reaſonably be 
imagin'd of Men of their Education and 
Condition in the World, they being all, 
except St. Paul and St. Luke, of the mean- 
eſt Occupations among the People, and 
totally unlearned) yet if they contriy'd 
thoſe Books with any tendency towards 
thoſe Deſigns (and it cannot be conceiv'd 
how otherwiſe they” could help forward 
to the obtaining of them) it is impoſſible 
they could thus have paſs'd thorough ſo 
many Ages, and all the ſtrict Examinati- 
ons of Heathens, Fews, Atheiſts, and all} 
other Adverfaries, who have ſo ſtrenu- 
ouſly endeavour'd to overthrow. their Au- 
thority, and no Diſcovery be made here- 
of. For ſuppoling at firſt, under the Mask 
of renouncing the World, they might 
aà while conceal their Deſigns for the 5 
tereſt of it (which is the utmoſt you can 
IT; in Us wa yet mn: could not laſt '; 
long: 
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Wong : For if this were all they deſign'd 


uh teaching that holy Religion, and wri- 
= thoſe Books in which it is contain'd, 
ſome time or other they mult have put 


Wore Detigns in Execution, otherwiſe they 
Ky would have been m vain hid; ſome time 


or other they muſt have endeavour'd by 


5 dem to obtain what they aim'd at, other- 
& wiſe the whole Projection of them would 
have been to no purpoſe ; and if they ever 
did fo (as to be ſure they would, had this 
been their End) then, as it happens i in all 

other Stratagems of the like nature, with 


how much Artifice ſoever they miglit con- 


ceal what they intended in the Contri- 
vance, all at laft muſt have come out in 
the Execution: and when they began to 
put themſelves in poſſeſſion of the End 
they aim'd at, or at leaſt made any Offer 

towards it, the whole Cheat muſt then 


have been umnack d, and every one would 


have been able to ſee into the depth there- 


of. But when did our Saviour, or any 


of his holy Ap9/l-s, by virtue of any of 


thoſe Doctrines deliver'd down unto us 


in the Books of the New Teſtament, ever 
put themſelves in poſſeſſion of any ſuch 
worldly Intereſt? Or when did they ever 
make the leaſt Offer in order thereto ? 
Have any of the ancient Enemies of our 


| Holy Religion (and it had bitter ones 
DV > enough 
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enough from the very beginning) ever 
recorded any ſuch againſt them? Or have 
any other ever ſince from any good Au- 
thority, or any Authority at all, ever been 
able to tax them herewith ? Or 1s1t poſſible 
their Names could have remain'd untaint- 
ech of this Charge amidſt ſo many Adver- 
ſaries, who have now for near ſeventeen 
| hundred Years ſtood up in every Age to 
oppoſe that holy Religion which they have 
deliver'd unto us, had they in the leaſt | 
been guilty hereof? Nay, hath it been as 
much as ever ſaid of them, that they pra- 
ctis'd as to this World, any otherwiſe than | 
they taught, or ever dealt with the Inte- | 
reſts of it ih any other manner, than total- 
ly to renounce them? Or had they at all | 
any other Portion in this Life, than that of 
Perſecution, Affliction, and Tribulation, as 
it is foretold in thoſe Holy Books that they 
_ ſhould? And what then can be a greater | 
Madnefs, than to ſuppoſe that Men ſhould | 


lay ſuch a deep Deſign, as that of invent- 


ing a new Religion, and undergo all that 


valt trouble and danger, which they did, 
to impoſe it on the World for the fake of 


a worldly Intereſt, and yet never put them- 
ſelves in poſſeſſion of that Intereſt, or ever 
make the leaſt Offer towards it? 
If you fay, That the whole End of the 
Religion was only to gain the Party, and 


that 
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chat the Steps to the Intereſt were to be 
made afterwards; I {till go on to ask, Who 

n WW can tell us, after the Party was gain'd, of 

leW any ſuch Steps that were ever made, or 

t-W of any the leaſt Offer tending thereto 2 

r· Were not the firſt Chri/t;ans for many Ages 

n after the firſt founding of our Faith, what 

to they ought ſtill ro be, Men that us'd this 

ve World as if they us'd it not, who liv'd in 

{t it without being of it, and did truly what 

as they vow'd in their Baptiſm, renounce all 

a- the Pomps and Vauities,and Luſts thereof, 

n & faithfully to obſerve that Holy Law which 

e- they had receiv'd? And in 


1- E this they perſever'd ſo ſtea- (*) Pl:;nii Epiſt. 115. 10, Ep. 
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. 5 97. Hanc fuiſſe ſummam wel 'A 

11 dily, that even their very cp ſue vel crrords, quod cent 0 
of Enemies admir'd the Righ- t Haro die awe 8 _ A 
E $ IE 1 nire, carmenque Chriſto quaſi Deo <4 

ad | teouſneſs of their Lives, and dicere ſecum invicem ſeque ſacra- . 
Y | (*) bore witneſs thereto, mento 2 in 5 gn hr obſtrins 0 
| 11.41 gere, ſed ne furta, ne latrocinia 14 
er he cruslleſt Periecy- „ e e we 12 4 
ld tors could never beat them dem fallerent, ne depoſitum appel- . 
_ = | = 11 Jati abnegarent.. In like man- FF 
tl therefrom , but they nl ner they were alſo vindicated 43 
at went on in the Obſervance oy Seren/us N N change ra 77 
= heir halo Neheion with. ful of 4a, in his Epiſtle to the 5 
d, oftheir vol) Religion with Emperor Adrian. Euſeb. Hiſt. Ec- "Ft 
of out having any other De- cf. 176.4. c. 8. & 9, By Aa- 'Y 
3 ſign therein, than to pra- deni, Pius in his Epiſtle to the 1 
5 5 Commons of Ala. Juſtin Martyn 1 

er ae that Righteouſneſs Apol. 2. and even by the Hea- 7 
which it taught, and for then * N 5 | 1 
| | in vita Conſtantini, lib. 2. c. 50, 10 
we three hundred Years toge- & 51. 1 8 
d ther ſtood firm thereto a- 5 a 
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gainſt all thoſe terrible Storms of Perſecu- 


tion which were riſen againſt them, till at 
length by the Holineſs of their Lives, and 


the Conſtancy of their Sufferings , they 5 
made a Conqueſt over their very Perſecu- 
tors, and brought over the World unto 
them. And are not our Principles {till the 
ſame, and alſo, thanks be to God, notwith- 
ſtanding the Corruptions of the preſent 
Age, the Practice of too many thouſands Þ 
(ll among us, who I doubt not will be as? 
ready to undergo the ſame Sufferings thoſe WF 
Primitive Chriſtians did, whenever G 
ſhall try them for that Holy Religion which 
they profeſs, as they now are to obſerre 
the Righteouſneſs thereof, But ſuppoſing 3 
this had been all otherwiſe, and the Mam- 
non of this World, and not the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God, were really the End for which 
our Religion Was delign'd; yet to re- 
nounce the World to gain a Party, and af- 
terwards make uſe of this Party to gain 
the World, is a Project fo unfeaſible, that 


the farmer Part of it muſt neceſſarily have 
overthrown the latter, whenever it had 


Pri weiple⸗ to make thoſe very ſame Men 
| after. 


been attempted. For when Men had been 8 
drawn over to a Party under the ſpecious 
Pretence of renouncing the World, and] 

been inſtructed and firmly fix'd in this 
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& afterwards to ſerve their turn for the gain- 
ing of a worldly Intereſt, would be to 
make their Doctrine and their Practice ſo 
monſtrouſly interfere, as muſt neceſſarily 
have broken all into pieces, and deſtroy'd_ 
the whole Deſign. Certainly, had they 

any ſuch Deſign, they would never have 
thus poſſeſs'd their Diſciples with ſuch 
Principles againſt it by the Religion which 


they taught them; and in that they did ſo, 


I think nothing can be a more evident De- 


monſtration, that they could never intend 


any ſuch End thereby. Mahomet knew well 
enough, this was not a way to carry what 
he defign'd, and therefore openly own'd 
in his Religion, what he aim'd at thereby, 


and made his Lam to ſpeak for that Fu- 


EZ pire and Luft, which he defir'd to enjoy; 


and ſo when he had made his Religion 


| obtain, he gain'd by virtue thereof 
= the whole which he projected by it, and 
became poſſeſs'd of the Empire of all Ara- 


bia for the gratifying of his Ambition, and 
as many Women as he pleas'd for the ſa- 


tisfying of his Luſt, which were the two 


Ends which he drove at in the whole Im- 


poſture. And had Feſis Chriſt and his A- 
þ oſtles had any ſuch Deſign in the Religion 


which they taught, they mult in the ſame 


manner have made their Religion ſpeak 
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Religion for the promoting of their own 


in the Contexture of the Religion it ſelf, 
and in thoſe Books in which it is written, 
ſo alſo muſt their Wickedneſs for Words 55 


ons of our inward Conceptions, tiere! isthat 
Connection between them, that although 7 


they can never ſo totally conceal them, # 
but every accurate Obſerver may ſtill be | 5 
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Ns fe 5 
1255 9 


for it, or elſe it could never have ſerv'd Þ b 
their purpoſe for the obtaining of it. And 10 e 
if their Religion had ever offer'd at any Þ 

ſuch thing, it mult neceſſarily have ap- 'Þ 
pear'd in the Books in which it is written. F 
And 2dly. If they had been ſo wicked, y 

as thus to impoſe upon the World a falſe | r 
1 

1 

[ 

( 

| 

( 
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Intereſt, as that Intereſt muſt have appear d 


N 


and Writings being the outward Expreſſi- 
the former may often diſguiſe the e 


able through the one to penetrate into the 


bother, and by what a Man utters, whe- 


ther in Speech or Writing, ſee what he 18 
at the bottom, do what he can to prevent 


it. There are indeed ſome that can ad 
the Hypocrite ſo cunningly, as to diſſem- 
ble the greateſt Wickedneſs under Words, 
Writings, and Actions too, that ſpeak the 
quite contrary. But this alan is ſuch 


a Force upon their Inclinations, and fo 


violent a Bar upon their inward Paſtions 
and L Delires, that Nature will Fequanty 


break 
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d“ break through in ſpight of all Art, and 

d 55 even ſpeak out the Truth amidſt the high- 

eſt Pretences to the contrary. And there 

is no Hypocrite, how cunningly ſoever 

z he may act his Part, but muſt this way 

I, yery often betray himſelf. For Wicked- 

e neſs being always uppermoſt in ſuch a 

n Man's Thoughts, and ever preſſing for- 

d ward to break forth into Expreſſion , it 

f, . will frequently have its Vent in what that 

1, Man ſpeaks, and in what he writes, do 

Is what he can to the contrary ; the Care, 

1- Caution, and Cunning of no Man in this 

it 2 caſe being ſufficient totally to prevent it. 

h Furthermore, there is no Man thus wick- 

r, ed, that can have that Knowledge of 

„ Righteouſneſs, as thoroughly to act it un- 

xe | der the Mask, with that exactneſs as he 

e who is truly righteous, lives and ſpeaks 

tit in reality. His want of 3 s 

is the Practice, muſt in this cafe lead him 

into a great many Miſtakes and Blunders 

t | 10 the "Imitation. And this 1s a thing 

which generally happens to all that act a 

„ | Part, but never more than in Matters of 

le Religion, in which are many Particulars 

h ſwo peculiar to the Righteous, as none are 

o | able to reach them, but thoſe only who 

s are really ſuch. And ſuppoſing there 

y | were ay that could, yet there will * 3 
| > 
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Would as evidently prove it a 1 
But here J muſt again challenge you, and 
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be that difference between what is natu- # 
ral and what is artificial; and between 
that which is true, real, and fincere, and 
that which is falſe, counterfeit, and hypo- 
critical, that nothing is more eaſie than 
for any one that will attend it, to diſcern 
the one from the other. And therefore 
were Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſuch 
Perſons as this Charge of Impoſiure muſt © 
ſuppoſe them to be, it's impoſſible but 
that the Doctrines which they taught, 
and the Books which they wrote, muſt 
make the Diſcovery, and the New Teſta- 
ment would, as a ſtanding Record againſt 
them in this caſe, afford a multitude of 
| Inſtances to convict them hereof. That 
the Alcoran doth fo as to Mahomer, no- 
thing is more evident; a Strain of Rapine, - 
Bloodſhed and Luſt running thorough the 
whole Book, which plainly proves the 
Author of it to be altogether ſuch a Man 
as the Charge of Impoſiure muſt neceſſa- 
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SI 


WE 


rily ſuppoſe him to be. And were the 


firſt Founder of our Holy Religion, or the 
Writers of thoſe Books in which its Do- 


ctrines are contain'd , ſuch Men as he, 
both their Do&rines and their Books 


O 


gainſt them. 


all other the Adverlarics of our Holy Re- . 


- Afi, 


)- 
n 

n | 
re 
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gion, to ſhew us any one Particular in it, 


wy that can give the leaſt Foundation to ſuch 
i a Charge, any one Word in all the Books 
of the New Teſtament, that can afford the 
= leaſt Umbrage or Pretence thereto, Let 
what is written in them be try'd by that 


which is the Touch-ſtone of all Religions, 
I mean that Religion of Nature and Rea- 
{on, which God hath written in the Hearts 
of every one of us from the firſt Creati- 


on; and if it varies from it in any one 
Particular, if it preſcribes any one thing 


which may in the minuteſt Circumſtance 
thereof be contrary to its Righteouſneſs 
I will then acknowledge this to be an Ar- 


gument againſt us, ſtrong enough to over- 
throw the whole Cauſe , and make all 


Things elſe that can be aid for it, totally 
ineffectual to its Support. But it is ſo far 


from having any ſuch Flaw therein, that 


it is the perfecteſt Law of Righteouſneſs 
3 which was ever yet given unto e 7 
and both in commanding of Good, 
well as in forbidding of Evil, vaſtly ex- 


ceeds all others that went kebre it, and 
preſcribe much more to our Practice in 


both, than the wiſeſt and hig heſt Mo- 
ralliſt was ever able without it to reach 


in Speculation, For, 


1ſt. As 
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1 1ſt. As to the forbidding of Evil, it is = 
_ | ſo far from indulging, or in the leaſt al. 
* lowing us in any Practice that ſavours 
hereof, that it is the only Law which is 
5 ſo perfectly broad in the Prohibition, as 
1 adequately to reach whatfoever may be 
0 Evil in the Practice; and without an 
Exception, Omiſſion, or Defect, abſolute- 
ly, fully, and thoroughly forbids unto 
us, whatſoever may have but the leaſt 
Taint of Corruption therein; and there- 
fore it not only reſtrains all the Overt- 
acts of Iniquity, but alſo every Imagi- 
nation of the Heart within, which in 
=_ the leaſt tends thereto ; and in its Pre- 
T8 cepts prohibits us not only the doing or 
Je. ſpeaking of Evil, but alſo the harbour- 
_—_— ing or receiving into our Minds the leaſt 
1 Thought or Deſire thereafter ; whereby 
it ſo cFedtually provides againſt all man- 
ner of Iniquity, that it plucks it up out 
of every one of us by the very Roots, and 
1 ſo makes the Man pure and clean, and 
_ | boluy altogether , without allowing the 
N leaſt ſavour of Evil to be remaining in 
him: And every one of us would be 
. thoroughly ſuch, could we be but as 
1 perfect in our Obedience to this Law, as | 
5 it is rana given unto us. 21 
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2dly. As to the commanding of Good, 


its Preſcriptions are, That we employ our : 
- = Time, our Powers, and all other Talents 

s i intruſted with us, to the beſt we are able, 

s both to give Glory unto God, and alſo to 

s © ſhow Charity unto Men ; and this laſt 

e not only to our Friends, Relations, and 

7 © BenefaGors, but in general to all Man- | 
Find, even to our Enemies, and thoſe who 

= deſpightfully uſe us and perſecute us; 

and hereby it advanceth us to that height 

of Perfection in all Holineſs and Goodneſs, 

as to render us like the Angels of Light in 

our Service unto God, and like Cod him- 
1f(ſelf in our Charity to Man. For it diredts 

us in the ſame manner as the Angels to 

r © worſhip and ſerve our God to the utmoſt 

Ability of our Nature; and in the ſame 

manner as God to make our Goodneſs to 

Mien extend unto all, without Exception 

- or Reſerve, as far as they are capable of 

t receiving it from us. 5 

1 And can any Man think it poſlible that 

1 © a Religion which ſo thoroughly and fully 
e | 
1 
e 
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forbids all Evil, and in ſo high and perfect 

a manner preſcribes us all Good, could 

ever be the Product of a wicked Mind > 
s The Fruit is too good to proceed from ſo 
s © corrupt a Root, and the Effect vaſtly above 
7 the EGency of ſuch a Gut ever to 5 
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duce it. For can it poſſibly be imagin'd, 


that a wicked Man could either have In- 


clination to do fo much for the promo- 


ting of that Righteouſneſs which all his 


Paſſions and Defires ſo violently run coun- 
ter unto ? or if he would, that ſuch a one 
could ever be fo well acquainted with 
all the ways thereof, as ſo exactly to pre- 
ſcribe them? if it be ſo difficult for ſuch 


a one to conceal his Inclinations in his 
Expreſſions; if it be ſo hard for him, when 
he vents himſelf into Words or Writings, 


not to let looſe ſomething in them of what 
he really is (as I have already ſhown) 
how can any Copy be drawn from ſuch a 


Mind, but what muſt in ſome Feature or 
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other reſemble the Original; or any 


thing at all proceed from thence, but 


what muſt carry with it ſome ſavour of 
the Iniquity thereof? Set but ſuch a one 


to write a Letter, and he will ſcarce be 


able to do it without putting ſo much of 


his Paſſions and his Temper into it, as that 


we may read from thence what he is, as 
every Man's Experience may tell him, that 


correſponds with ſuch ; and how much 


more then may we be aſſur'd will he lay 


himſelf open, when he hath the large j 


Scope of a Book to expreſs himſelf in, 
and eſpecially when that Book is of ſuch 
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ga nature, as gives him the fulleſt Occaſi- 
on, and the moſt inviting Opportunity fo 
to do? And what Book can be more ſuch, 
than that which is to propoſe a new Law 


Bock, if ever, certainly the wicked Man 
will ſhow himſelf, and in the ſame man- 


ner as Mahomet did, conform his Laws to 
4 © his own Inclinations, and preſcribe ſuch 
* Rules of living to others, as may beſt ju- 
n © ftify him in thoſe which he himſelf fol- 
s, © lows. And although he ſhould not in- 
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it tend any fuch thing, though he ſhould 


not deſign ſo to do (and it is hard to ima- 


a © gine of ſuch a Man, that he ſhould not,) 
r Vet at leaſt the prevailing Bent of his Paſ- 


y ions, and the Corruption of his Judgment, 
it which always follows therefrom , muſt 


oF | neceſſarily lead him thereinto; it being, 


je morally ſpeaking, altogether impoſſible, 
ze but that the wicked Man muſt appear in 


)f © what the wicked Man doth;and the Deeds, 
it © Words, and Writings which proceed from 


3 Þ fucha one, muſt in ſome meaſure favour 


it of what he is. And therefore if there be 
h nothing in the Law of our Holy Religion 
8 | (as I hope I have fully ſhown that there 
ze is not) which can make the leaſt Diſco- 


againſt 


to Mankind ? in the writing of ſuch a 


1, very of any ſuch thing, nothing that can 
aftord the leaſt Pretence for ſuch a Charge 
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wh againſt it, where ſo large a Scope i is given 


for it; this ſufficiently proves, that nei- 


ther the firſt Founder of the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, nor thoſe who firſt wrote it in the 


Books of the New Teſtament, in which we | 


now have it, could poſſibly be wicked 


Men, and conſequently not ſuch * 


as you would have them to be. 


But here I know it will be objected, 

That there is no neceſſity that all Impo: | 
ors ſhould be as wicked as Mahomet ; | 
and therefore tho' Feſus Chriſt and his 


Apoſtles were no ſuch wicked Perſons, yet Þ _ 


however they may be ſtill Impoſtors for all 
that. For, firſt, it hath happen'd that ver x 
juſt and good Men have had recourſe to I þ 
Inpoſture, to bring to paſs and eſtabliſh Þ 


their moſt commendable Deſigns; as we 
have an Inſtance in Minos King of Crete, 


and another in Numa King of Rome, both 
which, to give the greater Authority to 


their Laws, pretended to have had them 


by Divine e ee And, ſecondly, you 
will ſay, It is poſſible a Man may be an 


Impoſtor by Enthuſiaſm, and Miſtake, and 


falſly impoſe Things for Divine Revelati- by 

von, not out of a wicked Deſign to deceive 
others, but that he is really deceiv'd here- 
| in himſelf. | And If 1 in theſe two Caſes a 

Man 
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Man that is not wicked may be an In- 

poſtor; you will urge, That though 7eſus 

Chriſt and his Apoſtles were not wicked 

Men, yet this will not prove them not 

to have been Impoſtors, becauſe it is poſſi- 

ble, that in one of theſe two Caſes they 
„„ ua, oo 
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In order to the clearing of the firſt of 
theſe Objections, I defire you would con- 
| fider theſe Three following Particulars. 


I. That in every Religion there are 
theſe two Parts to be obſerv'd, very di- 
| ſtin& from each other. 1. The Religion 
it ſelf. And 2. The Means whereby it 
is promoted and propagated among 
Men. Re 3 
2. When the Impoſture is only in the 
former of theſe two; and a true Religion, 
or at leaſt one that is really believ'd to 
be ſuch, is promoted by means of Inbo- 
| fture;, that is, by feigning a Divine Reve- 
lation where there is none, or by coun- 
terfeiting Miracles, or by any other ſuch 
Means tending to deceive Men thereinto 3 
this amounts to no higher than a pious 
Fraud, which out of an over-hot and in- 
conſiderate Zeal fome Men have made uſe 
of for the promoting of the beſt Ends. 
3 And 
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And ſuch Men, for the ſake of ſuch Ends, 

may ſtill be denominated good and righ- 1 

 teous in the main, how much ſoever they 

may have been out in making uſe of ſuch} 5 

Means to promote them. 5 

3. When the Impoſture is in the End N 

as well as in the Means; and not only 

the Revelation pretended, but alſo the Re. 

Tigion it ſelf is all falſe, counterfeit, and 

feign'd; this amounts to ſuch an Inpo. ; 

* ſlure as is totally wicked, without any! 
| Mixture of Good therein. "In the former 
Caſe, where the Impoſture is only in the 
| 0 5 Means, there! is a good End og, oe 
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ing 8 wicked that "maketh ufc be 
thereof. | : 
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| EN. Which Particulars being premis'd, m | | 
E 9 to che Sam is as follow? | 
= — ; 


3 0 Plato in Minde d 1. I do e i 


primo Dialogo de legibus. Di- 0 be related by (* Au 


5 Pnyſius Halicarnaſſeus, lib. 1. thors of good Credit, That 


bo, 1 - 
= mus, ib. * 5 85 Maxi: Mi nos King of Crete, whe 


| 25 - NS firſt fram'd the Laws "i 
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his Countrey, to give: them the greater 


| ' Authority, .us'd to retire into a Cave on 


them forth to the Cretans, as if they had 


been there deliver d to him by Jupiter. 
And that Numa, when he founded the 
| Laws of Rome (), practis d the ſame Art, () Plutar- 
2 pretending to have receiv'd them from chus in vita 
| Nume & 
= 3 Dionyſius 
cure them to be receiv'd by the Romans Halicarnaſ- 


Device they both obtain'd their End in 


= . 
the Nymph Egeria, that ſo he might pro- 


bringing very rude and babarous People 
to ſubmit to thoſe good Orders and Rules 


which they preſcrib'd for their living 
civilly , peaceably, and juſtly together. 


But tliis, although it were a Fraud in the 
Means, yet as far as it related only to a 
Political End, belongs to another matter, 


and doth not at all fall within that Argu- 


|; i ment of Relig ion which we are now treat- 
nga... SEE og 

| 2. As to the Laws of Numa, I acknow- 
3 ledge that they reach'd not only Matters 
of State, but thoſe of Religion alſo; and 


that the whole Method of the old Roman 
Religion was regulated and ſtated by them; 


but that Numa founded any new Religion, 


is what I utterly deny. For Numa left 
no other Religion behind him in Rowe at 
E E 2 his 
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And ſuch Men, for the ſake of ſuch Ends, 
may {till be denominated good and righ- | 
teous in the main, how much ſoever they 
may have been out in making uſe of 1 
Means to promote them. 

3. When the Impoſture is in the End 
as well as in the Means; and not only 
the Revelation pretended, but alſo the Re- 
 (igion it {elf is all falſe, counterfeit, and 

feign'd; this amounts to ſuch an Inpo- 8 
ture as is totally wicked, without any 
Mixture of Good therein. In the former 

| Caſe, where the Impoſture is only in the 
Means, there is a good End defign'd, and 
therefore ſomething ſtill from whence 
the Perſon uſing it may be denominated 
| Good; but where the Impoſiure is in both, 
it is Wickedneſs all over, without any 
thing at all in it to exempt him from be- ; 
ing perfectly wicked that maketh uſe 
hereof. | 


7 


Which Particulars being premis'd, my | 


; ** to the Objection is as follow- 


at 
* * 
1 a by 4 


GO Plato i i 41; 1.1 do acknowledge it | 


8 N Care, I Ts 2 
Os Ee A * r 


primo Dialogo de legibus. Di- to be related by (*) Au- 


Serbe, lib. 16. Anon, Mex 1. thors of good Credit, That 
rabo, 4 
mus, lb. , e. Valerius Maxi» Ii nos King of Crete, when 


he firſt fram'd the Taos of 
his 


G EE I AS 1 
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3, his Countrey, to give them the greater 
Authority, us'd to retire into a Cave on 
y Mount Dita, and from thence to bring 
: them forth tO the Cretans, as If they had 
been there deliver'd to him by Jupiter. 
d And that Numa, when he founded the 
„Laws of Rome (), practis d the ſame Art, () Plutar- 
pretending to have receiv'd them from chus in vita 
the Nymph Egeria, that fo he might pro- > ome : 
cure them to be receiv'd by the Romans Halicarnaſ« 
with the greater Veneration. And by this ſeus, lib. l. 
Device they both obtain'd their End nm 
bringing very rude and -babarous People 
to ſubmit to thoſe good Orders and Rules 
which they preſcrib'd for their living 
civilly, peaceably, and juſtly together. 
But tliis, although it were a Fraud in the 
y Means, yet as far as it related only to a 
| Political End, belongs to another matter, 
and doth not at all fall within that Argu- 
ment of Religion which we are now treat- 
L.ingof..- f 
„2. 4s to the Laws of Numa, I acknow- 
ledge that they reach'd not only Matters 

| of State, but thoſe of Religion alſo; and 
t that the whole Method of the old Roman 
. | Religion was regulated and ſtated by them; 
t but that Numa founded any new Religion, 
is what] utterly deny. For Numa left 
no other Religion behind him in Rowe at 
ol . FQ his 
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his Death, than that very ſame Hearhen- | 
iſm which he found there at his firſt com- 3 
ing thither to be Ang. For the City hav- 
ing been then but newly founded, and the 2 
People made up of a Collection of the . 
Refuſe and Scum of divers Nations there 
gather'd together, they were as much 
out of order in Matters of Religion, as in 


thoſe belonging to the Civil Government; 
and all that Numa did, when he came to 
reign over them, was to make Laws to 


in the Religion afore practisd by them. 


For had he done ſo, then the Religion of 


the Romans mult have differ'd from the 


Religion of the other Cities of Italy, which 
we find it did not. For they communi- 
cated with each other in their Worſhip, 


28 they did alſo with the Greeks. Ard 
in truth, the old Roman Religion was no 


other than the Greek Heatheniſm , the 


ſame which was practis'd in Greece, and 


in all thoſe Countries which were plant- 
ed with Colonies from thence, as al- 


moſt all laß was at that time. And 


th ere 


+ 35808 


regulate both; and therefore, as he found. 
ed ſeveral wholeſome Conſtitutions for - 
the orderly governing of the State, ſo alſo | 
did he for the regular worſhipping of the |: 
Gods then acknowledged among them, 
without making any eflential Alteration 
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| therefore the Romans, as well as the reſt 
of the Cities of Italy, look'd on Delphos 
s a principal Place of their Worſhip, with 
the ſame Veneration that the Greeks did, 
and had frequent recourſe thither on Re- 
ligious Accounts, as the Roman Hiſtories 
on many occaſions acquaint us. And this 
2 Religion, Numa, while he liv'd among his 
Sabines, being accurately vers'd in, and 
2 alſo a diligent Practiſer of it, on his com- 
ing to Rome, and finding the Romans all 
2 out of order in that little which they had 
of it (for during the Reign of Romulus 
' |! they minded little elſe but fighting, and 
therefore had not leiſure, or perchance 
any great regard for this Matter, he not 
only inſtructed them more ſully in it, ac- 
1 cording as it was receiv'd in the Neigh- 
bouring Nations, but alſo fram'd ſeveral 
: Rules and Conſtitutions for their more 
regular and orderly Practice of it, which 
did no more make the old Heatheniſm of 
the Romans to be a new Religion, than the 
Body of Canons given us by King James 
the Firſt, for the more orderly regulating 
of our Worſhip and Diſcipline, makes our 
© Religion a new Chriſtianity. Only Numa, 

the better to make his Conſtitutions to 
obtain among thoſe barbarous People for 
whom he made them, pretended to have 
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been inſtructed in them by a Divine Per- 
fon; and in this he practis'd a pions Fraud, 
but was by no means guilty of ſuch an 
Impoſture as we are now treating of. For 
he taught them no new Religion, but only 
the very ſame Greek Heat heniſin which he 


lent Perſonages of that Age in which ne 
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had receiv'd with the reſt of the People of Þ 
Italy from their Forefathers, and really | 
beltevd to be that very true Religion 
hereby God was to be ſery'd; and there- | f 
fore notwithſtanding the Deceit he made g © 
uſe of, he might from the End which he N ( 
propoſed, and which he really effected b 
thereby, to the civilizing of a very barba- n 
rous fort of People, be {till reckon'd a a t 
juſt and good Man; and to give him his 
due, he really was one: of the moſt excel- F 


lived; and firſt fow'd among the Romans 
the Sceds of that Virtue with which they | © 
ſo eminently ſignaliz d themſelves for ſo | K 
man Ages after. But, þ 
3. Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles took on | 
3 not only to be Meſſengers ſent of | j T 
God, but alſo to teach a new Religion to t 
the World; and therefore if they were | 3 
Impoſtors, they muſt be fo in the Agent | 
4 


3 r 
e e 


and fulleſt Senſe, both in reſpect of the 
Religion itſelf, as well asthe Means where- 
by they ned it. And in this oy 

= cron 
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there could be nothing to excuſe them 


from being altogether as wicked as I have 


2 alledg'd. Where the Religion is true, or 
really believ'd fo to be, there is a pious 


Intention in the End, which may ſpeak 


= ſome Goodneſs in him that uſeth Fraud to 


promote it; and ſuch a Goodneſs as great- 


ly exceeds the Obliquity of the Fault 
which he committed about it; and there- 
fore, although he cannot on the account 
of the Good be excus'd from the Evil 
(for it is always a Scandal to Religion to 
be promoted by Falſhood,) yet {till he 
muſt be reckon'd more commendable from 
the one, than faulty from the other; and 
in this caſe there will ſtill be room e- 
nough left from the Goodneſs of the End 
deſign'd, and the Piety of the Intention, 
to denominate the Man good and righte- 


ous in the main, notwithſtanding the 


Fault committed in uſing ſuch Means to 
bring it to effect. But where the Religion 
is all Forgery and Falſhood, as well as the 
Means of promoting it, Deceit and Fraud, 
the Impoſture then becomes fo totally and 
perfectly wicked, without the leaſt mix- 
ture of Good therein, as muſt neceſſarily. 
> denominate the Authors and firſt Propa- 
” gators of it to be perfectly wicked alſo. 
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If you ſay, that ſuch a perfect Impoſture 


as this can have any good End, for the 


ſake whereof the Authors of it may be 


freed from that Charge of Wickedneſs 
which I lay upon them, that good End 
muſt be either the Honour of God, or the 


Benefit of Men. But how can God be more 


them, whereby they muſt thus conſtant- 


ly diſhonour, and conſequently offend 


and loſe the Favour of him that made 


them? An Impoſture in this caſe hath that 
Aggravation from the Object it is about, 
as well as from the Perfection of Iniquity | 


which 18 In the Act 6 that ſuppoſing it 


could be made productive of any good 
End, that Good would be ſo vaſtly over- 


ballanc'd by the Wickedneſs of the Means, 


that it would be of no weight in compa- 


riſon thereof, or at all avail to the ren- 


dring of thoſe that ſhall make uſe of it, 


leſs wicked than I have ſaid. But when 


a Man can thus far proceed in Wickedneſs 
towards God, as to be the Author of con- 
ſtant Diſhonour unto him in a falſe Wor- 
hip; and towards Men, as to enſnare 
them into all that Miſchief which muſt | 
be conſequential hereto ; it muſt neceſſa- | 
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diſhonour'd than by a falſe Religion? Or 
how can Men be more miſchiev'd than 
by having the Practice of it impos'd on 
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rily imply ſuch a thorough Diſregard of 
both, as every good Intention in reſpect 

of either muſt be inconſiſtent with. And 
therefore, if it be poſſible that ſuch a wick- 

ed Impoſture can ever be made the Means 

to a good End, it is ſcarce to be conceiv'd 
how they who are fo wicked, as to be the 
Authors of it, could ever intend any ſuch 
Good thereby. „„ 
But further, If the Authors of ſuch an 

© Impoſture as we are now treating of, can 

be leſs wicked than I have ſaid, on the 
account of any Good, which you pretend 

they may deſign thereby; I deſire to 
know among what ſort of Men you will 
place them, while you thus plead their 
Excuſe. For they muſt be one of theſe 

three; that is, either Atheiſts, Deiſts, or 
Believers of an Inſtituted Religion. 
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1. If you ſay they are Atheiſts, that 
Word alone contains enough to prove 
them perfectly wicked, whatever can be 
| | faid to the contrary. It is indeed agree- 
able enough to the Principles of this ſort 
of Men, that ſuch an Impoſiure as we are 
treating of, may laudably be made uſe of 
to a good End. For they hold that all 
” Religion is nothing elſe but a Device of 
- | Politicians to keep the World in awe. "ot 


7 4 


with? None certainly towards God, ſince 


enjoy theſe without reſtraint of Laws, or . 
fear of Puniſhment, being that alone which 
is the real and true cauſe that makes any 
Man deny that ſupreme and infinitely | 
good and juſt Being, whom all things elſe 


Principle is againſt all Inſticuted Religion 


A Letter to the Deiſts A 
if the Atheiſt be the Deviſer, what Inten- 


tion of Good can the Device carry there- | In | 


Ju 
he utterly denies his Being, or can it in Y 


this caſe have any towards Men, ſince by 


denying him, for whoſe fake it is that we tr 


are to do good to others, he caſts off there- 
with all the Reaſon and Obligation which 


8 


he hath, abſtractive of his own Intereſt, 


of doing any ſuch at all. All the Good | "er 
therefore that fuch a one can aim at, muſt ® FP 


totally center in himſelf to advance his I tc 
on Enjoyments , and gratify his own 7 
Luſts in all thoſe Things which his cor- f 


rupt Affections carry him after; and to 2 
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prove; whoever is an Atheiſt, muſt be 
perfectly wicked before he can be ſuch; 
and what is there which can, while in 

that Impiety, ever give him a better . 7 
racter afterwards? 

2, If you ſay they are Deifts, ſuch as} 


you profeſs your ſelves to be ; your main 


Whatever, as if God were diſhonoured, 
and Man ird by every thing of this? 
= nature 
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pature practis d among us; and can you 
then think, that any who are thus per- 
ſuaded, can without being firſt corrupted 


| 


; 

£ 
8 
* 


3 
* 
5 

| "2 


) ZHypocriſy, ever become themſelves ſo con- 
© trary to their own Sentiments, on any Pre- 


5 ers of ſuch a Religion among us? 
» 8 | 


; 
— 2 
3 
© 2230S 
SH 
3 
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ty they muſt aboliſh that which they believe 


to be true, before they can introduce that 
n dy Impoſture which they know to be falſe. 
And this muſt be the caſe of Jeſus Chriſt 
0 and his Apoſtles, if they were ſuch Impo- 
. ſtors as you hold them to be. For they 
Y © Jewiſh Religion, which they believ'd to be 
4 from God, and the whole Tenour of the 


| Religion which they taught, ſuppoſeth it 


| Revelations, which totally aboliſh'd this 
Religion, and eſtabliſh'd the Chriſtian in 
its ſtead; and therefore if thoſe Revela- 
tions were not true and real, as they pre- 


muſt aboliſh a Religion, which they be- 


to a great degree of Impiety, as well as 


-" tence whatſoever, the Authors and Feach- 


3. But if you place them among thoſe 
who are Believers of an Inſtituted Religion, 


were educated and brought up in the 


ſo to be; and that it was the only true 
way whereby Gd was to be worſhipp'd 
by them, till they deliver'd their new 


tended they were, but all forg'd and 
counterfeited by them, as you fay, they 


ned 
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priving God of that acceptable Worſhip, % 


| Poſtors as you charge them to be. 


to his own Appointment, to introduce 


Apoſtles were ſuch Impoſtors, as all this 


4 Letter to the Deiſts. 
liev'd to be true, to make way for that |, 
which they knew to be falſe, and there- . 
by become wilfully and knowingly, ac- 
_ cording to their own Belief, the Authors: 
of leading Men from faving Truths, into 
damning Errors, to the utter Deſtruction 

of their Souls for ever; and alſo of de- 


whereby he was truly honour'd according 


in its ſtead a falſe Superſtition of their, 
own deviſing, which muſt be conſtint 7" 
Diſhonour unto him as long as practis'd '& 
among us. And if Feſus Chriſt and his 


imports; and ſuch they mult be, if they } 
Were Impoſtors at all; they muſt be guil- 
ty of that Impiety towards God, as well 
as that Injuſtice towards Men herein, as 
muſt neceſſarily ſuppoſe them the wick- n. 
edeſt of Men before they could arrive 
hereto; and therefore if they were not . 
| ſuch wicked Men, this abundantly de- $ 
monſtrates, they could not be ſuch In- 


As to the ſecond Opiection, That a f 
Man may be an Impoſtor through Enthu- | 
fiaſm and Miſtake, and falſly impoſe tap 
Things for Divine Revelations, not out of (** 
22222 Be): © i 
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a wicked Deſign to deceive others, but 

4 chat he is herein really deceiv d himſelf; 

| ind that therefore there is no "neceſſity 

3 That all Impoſtors ſhould be ſuch wicked 


Ferſons as I have alledg d: My Anſire 
8 hereto 18. 


1. I do acknowledge that Enthuſiaſm 

hath carry'd Men into very ſtrange Con- 
Teits and Extravagancies upon the Foun- 
; dation of a Religion already eſtabliſh'd, 
as we have Inſtances enough hereof 1 in the 
Ynabaptiſt of Germany, the 


Quakers here with us, the (*) They were a fore © 
: 1 Bateniſt sS among the hometan Enthuſiaſts in the Eaſt, 


8 who follow d the Light with - 
8 ahometans, and in ſome in chem in the ſame manner as 
„ of the Recluſes of the the Quakers wi 2 _ 1 
ore were ca ateniſts from 
my Church of Rome. But that the Arabick Word Baten, intus. 
1 Ent hisſiaſin could never go. And, on this Principle did ali 
the Villanies imaginable, pre- 
Jo far, 28 to fancy a Divine tending an Impulſe thereto 
=> Revelation for the eſta- from this Light within them. 


bliſhing of a new Religion, 


[ Ke r 


4 and upon ſuch a Fancy propagate that Reli- 
e. gion in the World, as if it came from God, 
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is that which I cannot believe; and there 

1s no Inſtance, that I know of, that can 

be given hereof. But, 

| 2dly. Allowing it poſlible, this Ob- 
{tion then, as a 77 to the caſe in 

7 and, muſt ſuppoſe Jeſus Chriſt, and his 
af | olle, to have been deceiv d by Entbu- 
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22 into the Religion which they taught, 54 
and that therefore, altho they were by 
no means ſuch wicked Men as a wil 3 
 Impoſture muſt ſuppoſe | them to be, - 
ſtill they might be Impoſtors by Miflae; 4 
and being by Ent huſiaſin ſo far deludel 4 
as to think That to come to them from 
God by Divine Revelation, which had no 


other Birth but from their own wild! 

N . Fancies, might preach it to Men as ſuch, 12 
1 | notout of a wicked Deſign to deceive, but I 
I that they were really herein deceiv'd 11 
$ themſelves. But is it poſlible for any Man; | 
ö do conceive, that ſo grave, fo ſerious, ande 
ES 0 fram'd Religion as Chriſtianity 1 
=: zs, could ever be the Spawn of Enthuſiaſimè? & 
Whatſoever is the Product of that, uſethÞ! v 

eee.!er to be like the Parent, wild and f 
extravagant in all its Parts, often diff} n 


agreeing with all manner of Reaſon, and 

often as much with it ſelf. But Chriſtia-| 10 

nity is in all its Parts as rational as it i F 

good, giving us the juſteſt Notions of t: 

Goa, the beſt Precepts of our Duty to x, 
| wards him, and the exacteſt Rules of fl. 4 
ving honeſtly and righteouſly with each tl 

other, and hath a thorough Conformity ir 

to it ſelf i in every Particular of it; off u 

which account it hath been approv'd and a; 

admir d for the excellency of 1 its Compo 4 

furcy | 
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ſure, and the Wiſdom of its Conſtitutions, 


even by the beſt and wiſeſt of thoſe who 


never ſubmitted thereto; and therefore al- 
ways carries with it Marks and Evidences 
7 


enough in the very Nature of it, ſuffici- 
of ſuch a Cauſe ever to produce it. 


4 Chriſtianity gave ſuch Evidences for the 
Truth thereof as Entbu/raſm could never 


Dead to Life again, cure all manner of 
> Diſeaſes, and work ſuch other Miracles as 


Ent huſiaſin been miſtaken in the Do- 
Would never have wrought ſuch wonder- 


may thereto. 


bp} Fact, as owe: no room for Enthufraſm to 
off take place i in them; as that of the Reſur- 
to. rect ion of our Saviour from the dead, his 


the Holy Ghoſt in the Gift of Tongues, For 
in ſuch things as theſe, which Men fee 
ol with their Eyes, and hear with their Ears, 
and and feel with their Hands (as one of the 


pop hoſter did the very Wounds of our Savi- 
urey | 2785 


our 


| ently to prove it vaſtly above the Power 


„The Founder and firſt Teachers of 
produce. For can Enthufraſm raiſe the 


N Chriſt and his Apoſtles did? Had they by 
KArines which they taught, certainly Go 
ful Works by their Hands, as give Teſti- 


: Several of the principal Articles of 
Ft our Faith depend upon ſuch Matters of 


Aſcenſion into Heaven, and the Deſcent of 
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our after his Reſurrection) rio Enthuſiaſm 


can ever lead Men into a Miſtake. For 


can it poſſibly be ſaid that it was only by 
Enthuſiaſm that Five hundred Men toge- 
ther ſaw Chriſt after he was riſen again 
from the dead? or that it was by Enthufr- 
aſim that his Apoſtles ſaw him aſcend up 
into Heaven from Mount Okvet in the Pre- 


ſence of them all at Noon- day? or that it 


was only by Ent huſiaſin that the ſame 
Apoſtles on the Day of Pentecoſt receiv'd 
the Gift of Tongues by the Deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt upon them, ſo as to be able 
to converſe with all the ſeveral Nations 


then at Jeruſalem in their own Languages, 


without ever having learn'd any Thing 
of them? To ſay that Men could any 


way be miſtaken in ſuch things as theſe, 
will be to deny the Certainty of Senſe, 


and overthrow the Foundations of all 
manner of Knowledge whatever. It muſt 
therefore be ſaid as to theſe Particu- 
lars, as it muſt alſo of all the Miracles of 
our Saviour, which give Teſtimony to 
the Doctrines which he taught, That his Þ 
Apoſtles, who teſtify'd them unto the 
World, and upon the Credit of them built 
up that Religion which they deliver'd Þ 
unto us, did either ſee them really done 
as they relate, or they did not ſee them. 


I 
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If they did ſee them, no Ent huſiaſin could 

ever make them be miſtaken therein; and 

if they did not, they muſt be altogether 
as bad Impoſtors as Mahomet himſelf in 
Z teſtifying them unto us; and what but as 

great Wickednefs as his, could ever induce 

I 


IV. The next Mark of an Inpoſture is, 
That it muſt unavoidably contain in it 
| ſeveral palpable Falfities, whereby may 
be made appear the Falſity of all the reſt. 
For whoever invents a Lye, can never do 
it ſo cunningly and knowingly, but ſtill 
there will be ſome Flaw or other left in 
it, which will expoſe it to a Diſcovery 3 
and no Man who frames an Invention, can 
erer ſecure it herefrom without two Qua- 
b 


lifications, which no Man can have; and 

| they are, 1ſt. A thorough Knowledge of 

all manner of Truths. And, 2dly. ſuch 

© Þ an exact Memory, as can bring them all 

preſent ro his Mind, whenever there ſhall 

be an occaſion. For to make the Lye paſs 
without Contradiction, he muſt make it 
put on a ſeeming Agreement with all o- 

ther Truths whatever. And how can any 

© one do this without knowing all TRAM . 
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and having them alſo all ready and pre- 


ſent in his Mind to conſider them in order 

' thereto? And fince no Man is ſufficient 
for this, no Man is ſufficient ſo to frame 
a Lye, but he will always put ſomething 
or other into it, which will palpably prove 
it to be lo. For if there be but any one 
known Truth in the whole Scheme of Na- 


ture with which it inter fefes, this muſt 
make the Diſcovery; and there is no Man 


that forgeth an Impoſturæs, but makes 
himſelf Iiable this way to be convicted 
of it. This is the Method whereby we 
diſtinguiſh ſuppoſitious Authors from 
thoſe "which are genuine, and fabulous 
Writers from true Hiſtorians, | For there | 
is always ſomething in ſuch, which difa-Þ 
grees from known Truths, to make the] 
ee ſome Flaw always left in ſpightÞ 
of the utmoſt Care and Foreſight of the] 
Forgerer, that betrays the Cheat. Thus 
Annius s Impoſture of his Beroſus, Manetho| 
and Megaſthenes became detected, and ſoÞ 
alſo we know the Tuſcan Antiquities of 
Ing hiramius to be a Cheat of the like na- 
ture. And by the ſame Rule is it that we re- 
ceive Sallus, Tacitus, and Sustonius for true] 
Hliſtorians, and reject others as Writers 
of Fables, and of no Authority with us: 
And if we examine wine Algoran of _— ; 


* 


2 | FOE 


ES 
we 
__ 
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by the ſame Method, nothing can be 


more plainly convicted of Fal/iry and In- 
foſtur e, than that muſt be by it. For al- 
tho in that Book he allows both the Old 
and the New T2/i2ment to be of Divine 
Authority, yet in a multitude of Inſtances 
he differs from both: I mean not in Mat- 


ters of Law and Religion, for here his De- 


have a fetch indeed to bring 
him off, by ſaying, that 


ans corrupted thoſe Holy 


reſtore 


the Mother of our 


4 


Books, and therefore where 
he relates things otherwiſe - Ona is call'd Surate'l Am- 
ran, i e. in the Chapter of Amran. 
by Bur in both theſe Tran/!ations it: 
is call'd the Chapter of Joachim. 


than gy do, he doth there 
| Truth, and not va- 
ry from it. But certainly 

ha will not hold, where, 


to be the ſame with Mſiri- 
en, the. Siſter of Moſes. 
For this would be to put 
the Gaſpel ſo cloſe upon the 


Heels of the Lam, as to al- 
low tio time for the taking 
Waangtenmeen. 


ſign is to differ; but in Matters of Fact 
and Hiſtory, which if once true, muſt ever- == 
| (%) Alcoran, c. 3. Where ob- 
ſerve, that through all that 
MM Y | Chapter in every place, where 

the 7 s and the (5 * Engliſh Tran/lation of the Alco- 
ran, hath Joachim, in the Ori- 


the French, and out of that the 


ginal Arabic it is Amran, and 
from thence this Chapter in the 


For Mahemet miſtaking the Vr- 


gin Mary to be the ſame with _ 

ST IIS Fels: Miriam, the Siſter of Moſes, 

by a very groſs blunder, he | 

makes the Virgin 00 Mary 
autour, 


makes Amran to be her Father. 
Bur Wer, the French Tran/lator, 
very imprudently taking upon 


him to correct the Impoſtor s 
Blunder, puts Joachim in the 
Place of Amran, and thereby 
gives us a falſe Verſion, where 
It is Very material in order, to 
the expoling of that Impoſture, 


to know the true, And the 
Engliſh Trauſlator follows him 


herein. 


Place 
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place of this latter, before it would have 
been totally aboliſh'd by the former. 
But which moſt difcovers his Ipoſture, 
are the monftrous Miſtakes which he 
makes in the Moral part thereof. For 


he allows Fornication, and juſtifies Adul- 


0 tery by his Law, and makes War, Rapine 
and Slaughter to be the main part of the 
_ Religion which he taught; which being 


contrary to the Nature of God, from 
whom he fays he receiy'd it, and contrary 


d that Law of unalterable and eternal 
Iruth, which he hath written in the 
learts of all of us from the beginning; 
the obvious Principles of every Man's Rea- 
ſon convi him of Falſhood herein, and 
thereby manifeſtly prove all the reſt to 
be nothing elſe but an abominable Impie- 


_ ty of his own Invention. And were the 
_ Religion of Jeſus Chriſt, as deliver'd to us 
in the New Testament, an Impoſture like 
+ _, Fhus, it muſt have the ſame Flaws therein, 
- +» that is, many Falſities in Matte 
and more if Doctrine, and all his Prophe- 
cier would be without Truth in the Ori- 


tter of Fact, 


2iumal, er Verification in the Event. And 
- -- When you can make out any one of theſe 
Pearticulars againſt it, then we will be 
© ready to fiy the ſame thereof that you 

do, That all is Cheat and Inpoſture, and 


* 


— 
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no Credit or Faith is any longer to be gi- 
ven thereto. 

And Iſt. As tothe Matters of Fact con- 
tain d in the H iftory of the New Teſtament, 
| Whoever yet convicted any one of them 
of Falſhood? or whoever as much as en- 
deavour'd it in the Age when the Books 
were firſt written, when the Falſhood . 
might have been beſt prov'd, had there 
been any ſuch in 9870 and the doing 
| hereof- would have fo much ſerv'd the 
' Þ Deligns of thoſe bitter Enemies of the 
" © Chriſtian Cauſe, who from the firſt did 
the utmoſt they could toſuppreſsit? When 
| Relations of Matters of Fa& paſs uncon- 
tradicted and uncontroll'd in the Age in 
> Þ which they were tranſacted, and among 
thoſe who thought themſelves greatly 


- concern'd to have them believ'd falſe, this 
> Þ muſt be taken for an undeniable Argument | 
of their Truth. And this Argument the 
p Hiſtory of the New Teſtament hath on its 


fide in its fulleſt Strength. For the Books | 
were written and publiſh'd in the very 
1 Age in which the 4 related in them 
- were done, yet no one then ever contrar 
© Þ dicted or convicted of Falſhood any one 
Paſſage in them, though Chriſtianity had 
9 from the very beginning the Profeſſors of 
all other Renglone 6 in moſt bitter Enmity 
Ph F 35 againſt 
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againſt it, who would have been moſt rea- 
dy and glad ſo to do, could they have found 

but the leaſt Pretence for it. And had any 

of thoſe Relations been falſe, there were 
then means enough undeniably to have 
convicted them of it. For thoſe Things 
which are related of Feſus Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles in the Hiſtory of the New Teſta- 


ment, are not there ſaid to have been done 
11 Corners, where none were preſent to 


contradict them, but upon the open Stage 


of the World, and many of them in the 
Sight of Thouſands ; and therefore had 


hoy not been really done, or done other- 


wiſe than related, there could not have 
wanted Witneſſes enough to make Proof 


ereof, And moſt certainly thoſe who {o 


bitterly oppos'd Chriſtianity from the firſt, 


would have found them out, and ade 
uſe of their Teſtimonies to the utmoſt for 


the overthrowing of the Cauſe they ſo vio- 


ently oppos'd; and had they done fo, to 


be ſure we ſhould have had thoſe Teſtimo- 


nies in the Mouths of all its Enemies ever 
ſince. For they would have yielded them 


the ſtrongeſt and the moſt prevailing Ar- 
Zument they could poſſibly have urg'd 
_ againſt it, The falſe Pretences of all other 


Impoſtors have been detected by thoſe 
wie: 1555 d in their Times, and the true 
5 | Fl Fry 


Hiſtory is given of them inſtead of the 
| gave of themfelves. 

And had 7efirs Chrift and his Apoſtles been 
like Inpoſtors, and the Things related of 


| 


Dd 
— 


7 


) 


A Letter to the Deiſts. 


| falſe ones which they 


them in the Books of the New Teſtament 
| falſe and forg'd, it is not poſſible to con- 
ceive, efpectally in the Circumſtances 
above-mention'd, how they could have 


| eſcap'd the like Diſcovery ; but certainly 
in this caſe, amidſt ſo many Witneſſes who 
could have prov'd the Falſhood, and fo 
many Enemies who were eager to detect 
it, all muſt have come out, and every falſe 


Narrative would have been ſhown to be 
ſuch, and the true one given in its ſtead, 


and we ſhould have heard enough hereof 


from the Adverſaries of our Holy Religion 


through every Age ſince. And that this 


was not done when there was ſuch bitter 


| Oppoſition againſt the Chriſtian Religion 
from the firſt propogating of it, and 3 


would have been fo ſtrong an Argument 


againſt it, can be aſſign'd to no other 
cauſe, but that the Things related were fo 


evidently, and manifeſtly true, as not to 


afford the leaſt Pretence for the contra- 
dicting of them. But this is not all we 


have to ſay in the caſe. For it hath not only 


hapned that none of thoſe Matters of Fact 


have ever been contradicted, or prov'd 


falſe 


7 
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falſe by any of the firſt Enemies of Chri- 


ianity, who were beſt able to have done 
ſo, had there been that Impoſlure in them 
which you alledge; but on the contrary 
many of them have been allow'd true, 


and atteſted by them. For two of the 


lib. 1 * 
(t) Vide 


Chronicon 
Euſebli, & 
Origenis 

contra Cel- 


moſt ſurprizing Particulars related in the 


Goſpels are confirm'd by the Teſtimony 


of Heathen Writers, I mean the Murther | 


of the Innocents by . at Bethlehem, 


and the wonder ful Eclipſe of the Sun, 
- which hapned at the Death of our Savi- 


our, contrary to the Nature of a Solar 


Fel pſe, when the Moon was in the Full. F 
© x )Sarurnal, 1 Vaaerobins tells us of the former, and 


(+) P blegon Trallianus of the latter. And 


that which is the moſt important part of 


all, and bears the greateſt Teſtimony to 
theTruth of the whole, was allow'd and 


dum librum acknowledg'd on all Hands both by 


ſecundum, & 


Track. ad 
| Matthæum 


IF. 


ws and Heathens even in their bit- 
tereſt Oppoſition againſt the Chriſtian 


Cauſe, I mean the Account which is given 
in thoſe Sacred Books of the Miracles of 
our Saviour. For both of them have 


yielded to the Truth hereof; only the 


Jews fay, that he wrought chem by ver- 
tue of the Terragrammaton, or the Sacred 
Name Jehovah, ſtolen by him out of the 
Ty Linh the ridiculouſneſs of the 


Fable 


* 
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F able they relate concerning it, ſufficient- 


the Authority which thoſe Miracles gave 


his Religion, confronted againſt him the 


{ Hiſtory of Apollonius Tyaneus, whom they 


pretend by the ſame Art of Magic to have 
done as wonderful Things, and by this 


means endeavour'd at leaſt to invalidate 


thoſe miraculous Works of his, which 


they could not deny. And, 


2dly. As to the Prophecies of our Savi- | 


our, the Truth of their Event in every par- 


tcular proves the Truth of him that pre- 


" dicted them. For did he not come from 


God, how could he have this wonderful 


Knowledge, as thus to foretel Things to 
come? Were he not of the Secrets of the 
Almighty, how could he fo certainly have 
foreſhown what in Afﬀtertimes he would 


bring to paſs? If it were only by gueſs 
that he did fo, how poſlibly we all 


things ſo exactly fall out in the Event, that 


nothing ſhould in the leaſt happen other- 
wiſe N as he predicted, eſpecially ſince 
as to moſt of them it cannot be as much 

as faid, that there was any place for Hu- 


man Sagacity, or the leaſt probable Con- 
Jecture to help hin to any F orelight there- 


7 * 
+ * 


ly confutes;) and the Heathens, by Magic 
Þ And therefore Phileſtratus and Hie- 
rocles finding no other way to overthrow 
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in? For how improbable was it that the 


Religion which he taught, ſhould, againſt 
the bent of the whole World, have made 
ſo great and ſpeedy Progreſs therein, as 

he foretold that it ſhould? or that ſuch 


Inſtruments as he employ'd in this Work, 


a company of poor, ignorant, and con- 


temptible Fiſhermen , fhould ever have 
been able to have effected it, without the 
extraordinary Providence of God over- 


ruling the Hearts, as well as the Power 


of Men? A thing in the ordinary courfe 
of Human Affairs ſo unlikely to ſucceed, 
could never have been brought to paſs; 


or could our Saviour have any manner of 
ground from the nature of the thing, ſo 


much as to gueſs at fo ſtrange an Event, 


and therefore could never have fo punctu- 
ally foretold it; but that being ſent of God 


to begin this Work, he forcknew all that 


ne would do for the perfecting of it. And 


the fame is to be faid of what he further 


predicted of this holy Religion as to its con- 


tinuance among us to the End of the 
World; of the calling of the Gentiles there- 
into, and the rejecting of the Fews ; of 


the great Calamities which ſhould attend 


that People (as accordingly they have 


thro” all Ages fince,) and particularty of 
that great and terrible Calamity which 
Ns TEE 3 Was 
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| was to fall upon them in the Deſtruction 
| of Jeruſalem, and accordingly hapned a- 
bout Forty Years after; ien he ſo ex- 
actly foretold, not only as to the Lime, 
| (for he ſaid it. hould be before that (% CO) Marth. 
Generation ſhould paſs away) but alfo as © *+ "3+ 
to all other the moſt confiderable Circum- 
| ſtances of it, that nothing can be a more 
exact and perfect Comment on the 24th 
Chapter of St. Matthew, and thoſe other 
| Piflages in the Goſpels where this diſmal 
Deſtruction is foretold, than that Hi/tory 
| of Joſephus which gives us an account how 
it was brought to paſs. And that part of 
| the Prophecy which relates to the final De- 
ſtruction of the Temple, foretelling, that 
| one Stone fhould not be left upon another, 
| hath been fo exactly verify'd, that not- 
| withftanding ſeveral Attempts which 
| have been made for the re-edifying of it, 
| it could never be effected; no, not as far 
a3 the laying of one Stone upon another 
in order thereto, even to this Day. And 
| when Julian the Apoſtate, out of deſign to 
confront this Prophecy, and give the Lye 
thereto, employ*d both the Power and 
the Treaſure of the Roman Entire for the 
re-building of it, Heaven it ſelf interpos d 
in an extraordinary manner, to make 
good what 1 had predicted to be the 
eſtabliſh'd 


— > = ewes 22 Eh SEE £ 
a SS * r 8 * 


| 
4 
v4.4 

. 1 

4 
. 1 
Nl 
WP |: 
1.0 
* 
is 
; 

* 

j# 

by 
= 
74 

* 

i 
1 
— 
th, 

4%, 
ts 
$4 
n+} 
"6&0 
44 
ll 
I. 

1 

1 
1 
1 
* 
1 
7 

| 
4 
wy 7 
4 
5 
U 
ji 
* 

1 1 
1 
R. 1 
Ih ' 
Bd | 
gy. \ 
vF 
44; 

5 
1 
* 

: 

" 
[- . 
*Y 
0 
K 

4 
U. 
L 
Sh 
* 
* 
NH 
260 
N 
1 

11 
— 1 
* 

1 bo 
48 
$% 
10 
. 
£5 
17 
[1 
"F 


of 


| 4 Letter to the Deiſts. Ts 
eſtabliſh'd Purpoſe of the Almighty, which 


nothing was able to alter, and by a mira- | 


culous Fire deſtroy'd the Work as faſt as 
it was built, and at length forc'd the Un- 


dertakers totally to deſiſt therefrom. For 


the truth whereof, I will not refer you 


to the Teſtimony of Socrates Scholaſtitus, 
Sogomen, Chryſoſtom, or any other of the 
Chriſtian Writers who relate it, but to one 
whom you cannot ſuſpect of ſerving the 
| Intereſt of the Chriſtian Cauſe herein, he 
being as much an Adverſary thereto as any 
of you; I mean Ammianus Marcellinus, who 
was an Heathen Writer, and then ſerv'd 
under Julian in his Wars in the Eaſt, at the 
ſame time when this hapned. His Words 
concerning it (lib. 23. c. I.) are as follow- | 
_ eth--Ambitioſum quondam apud Hieroſoly- | 
mam Templum, quod poſt multa & interne- | 
civa certamina, obſidente Veſpaſiano poſtea- | 
que Tito, epre eft expurnatum, inſlaurare | 
ſumptibus excopitabat immodicis, negotium- 


que maturandum Alypio dederat Antio- 


c˖benſi, qui olim Britannos curaverat pro 


Fræfectis. Cum itaque rei idem fortiter in- 


ſtaret Alypius, Juunretque Provincia Re- 


cor, metuendi globi flammarum prope fun- 


damenta crebis aſſultibus erumpentes fecere 
locum, exiſtus aliquoties operantibus, inac- 


ceſſum, hocque modo Elemento deſtinatius 
SE a repel- 
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rp/llente coſſavit inceptum i. e. Julian 
having a deſign to re-build, with extra- 
ordinary Expence, the Temple of Jeru- 
e ſalem, formerly a very ftately 'Stru+ 
« ure (which, firſt Veſpaſs an, and after 
* Titus, laying Siege thereto, was, after 
many bloody Conflicts, at ngth with 
difficulty taken and deſtroy' d) com- 
„ mitted the care of the Buſineſs to Aly- 
'Þ © pius the Antiochian, who formerly had 


been Propræfect of Britany, to be with 
all ſpeed expedited by him. But while 
| Þ © Alypius was diligently preſſing on the 
| | © Work, and the Governor of the Pro- 
_ | © vince helping him therein, 'dreadful 
- | © Balls of Fire breaking forth from the 


Foundations of the Building, did by 
their frequent Eruptions make the 
Place unacceſſible, the Workmen be- 
| © ing ſeveral times deftroy'd by the Fire, 

| © as they went to their Labour; and 


A y 


„ © by this means the Element ſtill per- 
\. | © fiſtingas of purpoſe to obſtruct it, the 
„„ Work ceas d. And it hath never 
2 ſince been again attempted, even to this 
„Day, nor is there now left the leaſt re- 
g mainder of its Ruins, to ſhow ſo much as 


the Place where this Temple once ſtood; 
or have thoſe who travel thither, any o- 
fer Mark whereby to find it out, but the 

Mlabo- 
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Mahometan : Moſque, erected on the ſame 
Plat by Omar, the ſecond Succeſſor, of 
Nabomet; and which hath now continu- | 
ed for Te 2 thouſand. Years to pollute 
with the worſt of Su erſtitions, that fa- 
cred Graund on which it was formerly 
built. Had our Saviour been an Inpoſtor, 
and foretold all theſe things without any 
We of the Counſels of him who 
was to bring them to piſs, ſomething 
certainly myſt . have hapned i in the Event 
of ſo many Particulars, as would have 
given the Lye to his Predictions, and you 
the opportunity of convicting him there- 
of by plain Muters of Fact falling out 
contrary to, them. And although this 
could not have been done at firſt, but Þ 
poſſibly ſuch Prophecies as theſe might 7! 
have impos'd for a while on the Credu- þ 
lity of many; yet we that have paſs'd | 
the time of their Completion, could ne- 
ver be deggiv'd, thereby; but by the 
Event mult plainly know "whether what 
he foretold he true or. falſe, and from 
_ thence have enough to make a Judgment 
alſo of rhe Truth of him that predicted 
them. And, therefore had our Ss, 
: like Myhbenet, invented his Religion to de- 


cCeiye the World; if he intended. it ſhould 


hare ge f. he muſt have taken the 
fame 
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+» A Litter to the Deiſts. 56 
ſame courſe that Mahomet did, and never 
yentur d at any Prophecy at all, that he 
might not be confuted by the Event, and 
ſo loſe his whole Deſign. If you anſwer, 
hat our Saviour foretold future Events 
after the ſame manner as the Phariſees 
ſaid he wrought his Miracles; that is, 
by the Prince of the Devils; you aſcribe 
that Knowledge to the wicked one which 
is above his reach toattain unto. The Ora- 
cles which he gave in the Heathen Tem- 
> © ples, only prove him able to cheat Man- 
1 kind with dubious and dark Anſwers, but 
- Þ never clearly to inform them of the fu- 
t ture Purpoſes of the Almighty. And in- 
is deed, how ever can it be imagin'd that 
it ſuch an accurſed one, as he that is caſt 
it off at the greateſt diſtance from God 
- | (who alone governs all the Works: of his 
d Creation, and by the Wiſdom of his 
Providence orders every Event that at- 
E | tends them) ſhould ever be fo privy to 
it his Counſels, as to be able to foreknow 
many thing that he determines concerning 
nt | them; unleſs it be where he himſelf is 
x || employ'd as an Executioner of his Ju- 
r, | ſtice to bring it to paſs? But all our $4- 
e-Þ vious Predifions were clear and full; 
d] foretelling Things to come, in the ſame 
he | manner as Hiſtorians relate them 1855 
12 palt, 
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A Litter tothe Deiſts. 
- paſt, without Ambiguity in the Words, 
or Perplexity in the Matter, or the leaſt 


room left for Evaſion or Deceit in them; 
and were all as exactly fulfill'd in their 


appointed time; and we have the Conti- 


nuance of his Goſpel, the ſpreading of it 
_ through all the Nations of the Earth, the 
Rejection of the Fews, the Calamities of 
thoſe People in a continu'd Exile, and the 
total Deſtruction of their Temple, ſtand- 
ing Evidences hereof, even to this Day. 
And how could all this ever have hap- 
ned ſo exactly according to his Word, 
but that he was that Holy and Bleſſed 
One, who had the Counſels of the Al. 


: mighty communicated unto him, and was 


ſent by Him on purpoſe. to declare unto 
us as many of them as were neceſſary 
for us to know, in order to the ane 
of Everlaſting Life? And; i: 

3dly. As to the Do@rinal part of bis 


Religion what can be more worthy of 1 


God, than the Notions which he gives us 
of him, and the Worſhip which he directs 


us to render unto him? And what more 


worthy of us, and perfecting of our Nature 
chan that Law for the Conduct of our Lives 
which he hath deliver'd unto us? And 
what can be more holy, pure, and per- 
h fect than the Precepts thereof: > Here the 


Subli- 
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Sublimity and vaſt Extent of the Matter 
give Scope large enough for the wiſeſt of 
Men to bewilder and loſe themſelves in 
Error and Miſtake; and yet convince us 
but of any one ſuch in the whole Extent of 
our Religion, and that alone ſhall be ſuffi- 
cient to prove the Impoſiure you would 
charge it with, and I will yield you all you 
would have for the fake thereof. But it is 
ſo far herefrom,that I durſt make you your 
| ſelves the Judges, whether it delivers any 
| thing elſe unto us of the Nature and Ex- 
| cellencies of God, but what the Reaſon of 
every Man (altho' barely that alone, thro* 
that Cloud of Ignorance and Error which 
the Fall hath over-ſpread us with, could 
never clearly make the Diſcovery) muſt 
| now, when thus diſcover'd, ever juſtify 
> | and admire : Whether it preſcribes us any 

one particular relating to his Worſhip, but 
what is moſt agreeable to thoſe his Excel- 
lencies: And whether the Precepts and 
Laws therein laid down unto us for the 
governing of our Lives and Converſations, 
be any other than what do all correſpond 
ſo exactly with every thing which the 
rational Dictates of our Nature direct us 
to, that they take them all in without 
Omiſſion or Defect, and improve them to 
theutmoſt without COR or Miſtake os 
"EDO e the 


A Letter to the Deiſts. 
the leaſt Circumſtance that belongs unto 
them? If you ſay, that all this might be 
attain'd to by Human Wiſdom and Study; 
J anſwer, ſuppoſing it could, yet looking 
on our Saviour barely as a Man, and his 


Holy Apoſtles without any other Afliſtance Þ 


hun that of their own natural Endow- 
ments, how poſſibly could they reach fo 
high : > Todo this requires that vaſt com- 
pals of Knowledge in all the things of Na- 
ture, Law, and Morality, as it is not pol- 
fible to conceive Men of their Education 
and low Employments in the World could 
ever have arriv'd unto. If you examine 
what other Men have done by Human 
Wiſdom and Study only, you will find 
thoſe of the moſt elevated Genius and ſub- 
limeſt Underſtanding could never with 
their utmoſt Induſtry and Search attain 
unto what you ſuppoſe herein, or that 
the higheſt Knowledge of Men could ever 


reach that Perfection in any of the Parti- 

culars above mention'd, in which the Go- ; 
ſpel of Feſus Chriſt delivers them unto us. EK 
For what Blunders and Abſurdities doÞ 


the wiſeſt of the Philoſophers lay down 
concerning the Deity £ What Errors and 
Follies have they n and practiſed 


concerning his Worſhip? And W 6 Mi- 
| Rakes have ole — exalted —— 


n n Wy Ne ET; As 23 1 
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4 Letter to the Deiſts. - 0 
to the higheſt pitch among Men, made 
therein? Plato in his Commonwealth al- 
low'd the common uſe of Women. Ari- 
ſtotle aſſerts it to be natural and juſt for the 
Greeks to make War upon the Barbari- 

ans, for no other Reaſon but that they are 
# ſo; and both he and Tully place Revenge 
among their Virtues, And whoever had 
vaſter Capacities for Human Knowledge, 
or ever went higher by the Abilities of na- 
! tural Reaſon and Underſtanding only in 
the Search thereof, than thoſe Men? Yet 
| ſtill being no more than Men, they could 
not avoid putting ſomething of the Infirmi- 
ties of Man even into that wherein they 
made appear their higheſt Perfections; Er- 
| ror, Miſtake, and Ignorance being ſo natu- 
ral unto all of us, that neither the greateſt, 
the wiſeſt, nor the beſt among us can be 
totally free therefrom. And therefore had 
Cbriſt and his Apo/?les no other help in the 
ti- Dodrines which they taught, but that 
o- which is Human, they muſt alſo in like 
18. manner have put that which is Human 
do] thereinto, and the Infirmities, Miſtakes and 
vn] Errors that attend Human Nature, would * 
nds have appear'd in all that they deliver'd 
ſed} unto us. But the Doctrines which they 
li- faught, and the Books in which they de- 
iy liver d them unto us being fo totally free 
to 5 n eee from 
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from all ſuch Errors and Miſtakes, a 


1 have already ſhewn that they are, this 
directs us to look higher than Man for the 
Founder of this Holy Religion, and the 


Original Author of thoſe Books in which 


it is contain d; and neceſſarily prove, that Þ 
only he who 1 is infinite in Knowledge and ; 
infinite in all other Perfections, could tlius | 


give us a Law fo exactly like himſelf, 


throughly perfect in the whole, and infal- : 


TY true in every particular thereof. 
S. 


V. Another Mark of Impoſture is, That f 
here“ ever it is firſt propagated, it muſt Þ 
be done by Craft and Fraud; and this is 
natural to all manner of Cheats. For the 
End of ſuch being to deceive, Craft and] 
Fraud are the Means whereby it is to be] 
effected. In this cafe a Lye muſt be made 
to go for a Truth, and an Appearance for] 
a Reality; and to compaſs this, a great deal] 
of Art muſt be made uſe of, both to dreſs N 
up the Cheat, that it may appear to be 
_ whatit pretends, and alſo to caſt ſuch a] 

Miſt before the Eyes of Men, that they 

may not ſee it to be otherwiſe, and that] 
eſpecially where the Cheat is an ImpoſtureÞ 
in Religion. For whoever comes with a 


new Relizion to be propos'd to the World, 


muſt find all Men ſo far prejudic d and ; 
pre- 
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prepoſſeſs d againſt it, as they are affected 
to the old one they have before profeſsd; 


and therefore when Men are educated, or 


any otherwiſe fix'd and ſettled in a Religi- 
on (and all Mankind are in ſome or other) 


they are not apt eaſily to foregoe it, but it 
{ muſt be ſomething more than ordinary 
that muſt bring them over to another 
| contrary thereto. When the new Religion 


really comes from God (as the Few:ſh Re- 


ligion firſt, and after the Chriſtian did) it 
brings its Credentials with it, the Power 
of Miracles to make way for its Reception. 
For when Men find the Omnipotency of 

| God working with it, they have from 
| thence ſufficient Evidence given them 
from whom it comes, and there is nced 
of no other Means to induce them to be- 
| lieve, but that the Religion which God doth 
in ſuch a manner own and atteſt, muſt 
be from him. But where there is no ſuch 
Power accompanying the New Religion to 
gain Credit thereto , the defect hereof 
muſt be made up by ſomewhat elſe to 
| draw over the People to its Belief; and 
this is that which muſt put all Impoſtors 
upon Craft and Fraud in order to the 
compaſſing of their Ends. But that 


Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles made uſe 


2 2 
»: 


of no ſuch Craft or Fraud to induce 
Men into the Belief of that Holy Keli- 
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y could be no ſuch Impoſtors, will be beſt 
made appear by going over all thoſe ways 


of Craft and Fraud which Mabomet ſerv'd 


himſelfof; and by ſhowing you that none 
of them can poſſibly be ſaid to have been 
practis'd by any of them. For Mahomer 


being one of the craftieſt Cheats that ever 

ſet up to impoſe a falſe Religion on Man- 
kind, and the only Perſon that ever car- 
ry'd on his wicked Deſign with Succels, 


you may be ſure he left no Art or Device 


__ unpractis*d, which could poſſibly be made 
_ uſe of with any Advantage for the com- 
paſſing of it. And 5 proving 
unto you that none of thoſe ! 

Oraft and Fraud, which were made uſe of 


for the firſt propagating of Mahometiſm, 
were ever practis'd in the firſt preaching 


of Chriſtianity. I ſhall ſufficiently prove 


that no Craft or Fraud at all, which is 
any way practicable on ſuch Occaſions, can 


ever be charg'd thereupon. For, 


* 1. Mahomet made uſe of all manner of 


{n{inuation both with rich and poor, for] 
the gaining of their Affection, thereby to 
gain them to his Impoſture alſo. But our 

Saviour Chriſt and his Apoſtles did quite 
the contrary, freely convincing all Men of 
their Sins, without having regard to any 
thing elſe but the faithful Diſcharge off 


the 


lethods of 


np which they taught, and conſequent- | 
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the Miſſion on which they were ſent ; 
| which inſtead of reconciling Men to their 

Perſons, provok'd the World againſt them, 


and they ſufficiently experienc'd it from 
the ill Uſage which they found therein. 


2, Mahomet, the eaſier to draw over 
the Arabians to his Party, indulg'd them 
by his Law in all thoſe Paſſions and cor- 
rupt Affections which he found them 
ſtrongly addicted to, eſpecially thoſe of 
Luſt and War, which thoſe Barbarians, 
above all the Nations of the Earth, were by 
their natural Inclinations moſt violently 


carry'd after, and therefore he allows them 
a Plurality of Wives,and a free uſe of their 
Female Slaves for the ſatisfying of their 


Luſt, and makes it a main part of his Re- 
Aion for them to tight againſt, plunder, 
and deſtroy all that would not be of it. 


But Feſws Chriſt and his Apoſtles allow'd 
no ſuch Practices, but ſtrictly prohibited 


all manner of Sin, how much ſoever in 

| Reputation among Men, even to the for- 
bidding of many Things till then allow'd 

and held lawful among thoſe who were 


call'd God's own People; and therefore 


inſtead of ſeeking the Favour of Men by 
indulging them in their Luſts and ſinful 

Practices, they laid a much ſtricter Re- 
ſtraint upon them than was ever done be- 
„ dy. Mt 
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5 2dly. Mahomet, to pleaſe his Arabians, 
retain'd in the Religion which he taught 
them, moſt of thoſe Rites and Ceremonies 
which they had been accuſtom'd 'to un- 
der that which he aboliſh'd, and alſo the 
Temple of Mecca, in which they were 
chiefly perform'd. But Jeſs Chriſt, with- 

out having any regard to the pleaſing of 

Men, aboliſh'd both the Temple and the 
Law, which the Jews were fo bigotted 
unto, and alſo the total worſhipping of 
God by Sacrifices, without being at all 
influenc'd to the contrary, by that extra- 
vagant Fondneſs which he knew the whole 
World had then for them. 

4. Mahomer, when he found any of his 
new Laws not ſo well to ſerve his turn, 
craftily ſhifted the Scene, and brought 

them about to his Purpoſe by ſuch Altera- 

tions as would beſt ſuit therewith ; and 
therefore when his making his Xebla to- 
wards Zeruſalem did not ſo well pleaſe his 
Country-men, he turn'd it about again 
towards Mecca, and order'd all his Pilgri- 
mages thither, as in the time of their Ido- 
latry. And the like Changes he made in 
many other Particulars, according as he 
found his Intereſt requir'd. And this is 
that which every Im oftor muſt do. For 
Intereſt being as End which all ſuch 
aim 


jk ASI Gadd eo an. cioa FCC 


pound yams pu, ed — — 6 A. 


or? > 
6 


7 7” & We: So: PE 


A Letter to the Deiſts. 
aim at, it is impoſſible that they can ſo 


well lay their Deſigns in order to it, but 
that emerging Changes in the one, will 


frequently require Changes in the other 
alſo. But 7eſus Chriſt never made the 


105 


leaſt Alteration in any of the Doctrines or 


Precepts which he deliver'd, but what 
he firſt taught, both he and his Diſciples 


immutably perſiſted in, without at all re- 
garding how violently all the Intereſts of 
the World ran counter againſt them here- 
in. And what can be a more certain Evi- 
dence that none ſuch was the bottom 
which they were built upon. 


5. Mahomet, under pain of Death, forbad 5 


all manner of Diſputes about his Religion, | 
and nothing could be a wiſer courte to 
prevent its Follies and Abſurdities from 
being detected and expos'd. For they 


being ſuch as could never ſtand the trial 
of a rational Examination, they mult all 


have ſoon been exploded, had every Man 


been allow'd the free uſe of his Reaſon to 
inquire into them, But Chriſt and his 


Apoſtles direct the quite contrary courſe. 


For our Saviour bids the ems ſcarch the 


Scriptures for the trial of thoſe Truths 


which he taught them, (Fohn 5. U 39.) 
And the Noble e are commended, 


har My" . ſo, before they would re- 


celve 
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ceive thoſe Doctrines of the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion which were preach'd unto them, 
Acts 17. v. 11. And St. Paul gives us this 
general Rule, firſt to prove or try all 


Things, and then to hold faſt that only 


which we find to be good, 1 Theſſ.5. v. 21. 
It is only Error and Falſhood that deſires 


to ſhelter it ſelf in the dark, and dares not 


expoſe it ſelf to an open View and Trial. 
But Truth being always certain of its 


own Stability, makes uſe of no Art to ſup- || 
port it ſelf, but dares venture it ſelf abroad 


on its own Foundation only, and boldly 


offers it ſelf to every Man's Search; and 
the more it is ſifted and examin'd into, 
the more bright and refulgent will it al- 
ways appear. And ſince Chriſtianity from 


the firſt ever took this courſe, (as it ſtill 


doth where- ever purely profeſs'd) and 
inſtead of prohibiting Diſputes about it, 
invites all Men to ſearch and examine 
thereinto; this ſufficiently argues, how 
certain the firſt Teachers of it were of its 
Truth, and that no Cheat or Impoſture | 
could ever be intended thereby. e 


6. Mahomet made choice of a People 
firſt to propagate his Impoſture among, 
who were of all Men moſt fitted to re- 


_ceive it; and that on two Accounts: 


x. Becauſe of the Indifferency which they 
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were then grown to as to any Religion at 
all; And, 2. Becauſe of the great Igno- 
Trance they- were in of all manner of 


ed his Forgeries among them, there being 
then but only one Man among all the In- 
habitants of Mecca that could either write 


or read. For who are more fit to be im- 


pos'd on than the Ignorant? And who 
can be more eaſy to receive a New Relj- 
gion, than thoſe who are not prepoſſeſs'd 


with any other to prejudice them againſt 


it? The Papiſts, who, next Mahomer, 


Learning at that time, when he firſt vent- 


—— —— 


na 


have the greateſt claim to Impoſinre, as 


to thoſe Errors which they teach, very 


ö well underſtand how ſuch a Cauſe 13 to 
be ſerv d both by theſe Particulars; and 


therefore make it their Buſineſs, as much 
| as they can, to keep their own People in 
| Ignorance, and pervert all thoſe they call 


Hereticks, to Atheiſm and Infidelity, that 
ſo having no Religion at all, they may be 
the better prepar'd again to receive theirs. 
And that there are fo many Atheiſts now 
among us, it is too well known, how 
much it is owing to this their Hellij Ar- 

| rifice againſt us. But all was quite con- 


trary as to thoſe whom Chri# and his 4- 


E poſtles firſt preach'd our Hol ly Religion un- 
00. Our Saviour did not chuſe ſuch ig- 


norant 
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norant Times to come among us in, or a 
People ſo indifferent in Religion, firſt to 
manifeſt himſelf unto. For the cus were 

ſo far from being weary of that Religion, 
which they had fo long profeſs'd, when 

he firſt appear'd in his Miſſion among 

them, that they were then grown into the 
_ contrary Extreme; a very extravagant Bi- 
gottry and Superſtition concerning it; ſo 
that nothing was more difficult, than to 
withdraw them from it; nor could any 
thing be more offenſive to them, than an 

Offer tending thereto; and ſo it continues 
with them, even to this Day. And the 

Caſe was not much otherwiſe as to all the 
_ reſt of Mankind; the Gentiles being then 
grown almoſt as tenacious of their Idola- Þ 
try, as the Jews of their Law; and Learn- 

ing was in that Age among both at the 

higheſt pitch that ever it was 1n the 

World; and conſequently, Men were ne- | 
ver leſs diſpos'd than at that time, to re- 

ceive a New Religion, or ever better able 
to defend their Old. And therefore had 
Chriſtianity been an Inpoſture, it could t 

never have eſcap'd in ſuch an Age as that Þ 1 

a full Detection, or ever have been able Þ 
to have born up againſt it; ſuch inqui- Þ © 
ſitive Heads and piercing Wits, as were Þ 
then in the World, would have ſifted it t 
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to the bottom, div'd into its deepeſt Se- 
crets, and unravell'd and laid open the 


whole Plot, and the prejudic'd World 


would immediately have cruſh'd it to 
pieces thereon, ſo that it ſhould never 
more have appear'd among Mankind. 
But the Truth of our Holy Religion was 
ſuch, that it boldly offer'd it ſelf to this 


Trial; and it ſeems to have choſen ſuch an 
Age as this, firſt to come into the World, 
of purpoſe to undergo it, that ſo it might 
be the better juſtify'd thereby. And juſti- 
| fy'd by it, it was; for although it were 
| oppos'd by the utmoſt Violence of the 
| prejudic'd World, they could get no 
ground of it; though it were throughly 
þ examind and diligently ſearch'd into 
| by the accuteſt and ſubtileſt Wits of thoſe 
Ages in which it firſt appear'd, they could 
never diſcover any Fraud, or make out the 
| leaſt Flaw therein; but, in ſpight of both, 
it triumph'd, by its own naked Truth, on- 
ly, overall manner of Oppoſition, and by 
| God's Mercy continues ſtill ſo to do, even 
to this Day. That a Cheat and a Fraud 
ina thing of this nature ſhould be impo- 
| ſed on Men totally ignorant and illiterate, 


or that ſuch as they, when void ot all man- 


ner of Religion, (as the Men of Mecca for 
the moſt part were when Mahomet 2 
n | e | | 118 5 
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his Impoſture among them) ſhould be 
eaſy to embrace a new one, is no hard 
matter to conceive ; but that an Impoſture 
ſhould be receiv'd, and obtain ſuch Pre- 


valency over Men in ſo learned and diſ- 
cerning an Age, as that wherein Chriſtia- 
nity firſt appear'd in the World, or that 


they who were then ſo zealouſly addicted 
to the Religion they had been educated in, 


whether Jews or Gentiles, ſhould ever 


have been induc'd to forſake it for a new 
one, founded only on a Cheat and Fraud, 
is what, morally ſpeaking, we may very 
well reckon impoſſible. 7 


7. Mahomet offer d at no Prophecies, 


tRat he might not run the hazard of be- 


ing confuted by the Event. But Jeſus 


_ Chriſt deliver'd many clear and plain Pro- 


phecies, ſeveral of which reſpected that 


very Age in which he liv'd, and were all | 
in their proper time as plainly verify'd by] 


the Completion of then. | 


8. Mahomet offer'd at no Miracles in 
publick, although continually call'd up- 
on and provok'd to it by his Oppoſers. 
For not being able to work any true ones, 
he would not hazard himſelf to a Diſco- Þ 
very by thoſe which were counterfeit. Þ 
And therefore all thoſe Things which he 
would have go for Miracles; that is, his] 
e ä 
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Converſe with the Angel Gabriel, his Jour- 


| ney to Heaven, and the Armies of Angels 


that help'd him in his Battles, are only 


related by him as Things acted behind 


the Curtain, of which there was no other 
Witneſs but himſelf alone, and conſe- 
quently there could be no Witneſs on the 


other fide ever to contradict them. But 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles having the 
real Power of working Miracles, did 
them openly in the Sight of Thouſands, 
where all manner of Opportunity was 
| given to every Spectator to examine into 
them, and try whether they were true 
or no; and therefore had there been any 

Cheat or Fraud in them, it is not poſſible 
to conceive how they ſhould have eſcap'd 
| a Diſcovery. And yet no ſuch Diſcovery 
could ever be made; which was ſo con- 
| vincing an Argument of their Truth and 
| Reality, that even the bittereſt Enemies of 
our Holy Religion from the firſt yielded in 
this particular, and both Fews and Hea- 
E zhens allow'd all thoſe miraculous Works 


which are related of our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles in the Books of the New Teſtament 


to have been really and truly wrought by 
| them, as hath been afore obſerv'd. And 
| indeed the Evidence was too manifeſt to 
be deny'd, ſince thoſe very Blind that = 
bs 5 yr e 
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ceived their Sight, thoſe Dumb that were 


enabled to ſpeak, thoſe Deaf that were 


reſtor'd to their hearing, thoſe Lame that 


were made to walk, and thoſe Dead that 
were rais'd again to Life, lIiv'd many Years 


' _ afterto be as ſtanding Monuments of the 


Truth of thoſe things, which no one could 
contradict. And therefore the Oppoſers 


of the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt have all a- 
long rather choſen to invalidate the Au- 


thority of thoſe Miracles, than deny the 


Truth and Reality of them. 


For they allowing the Matters of Fact, 
obj ect that there are other Powers lower 


_ om the Divine, that are able to bring 


them to paſs; and therefore, although 


thoſe Works were wrought, they do not 
yet prove either the Perivns or the Do- 


BED 4 which they taught to come from 


God, and conſequently can give no ſuch 
Evidence, as that which we infiſt upon 
from them for the Truth of that Religion 


which we profeſs; That others, by Ma- 


gick Art, have done the fame Things; 


5 That the Scriptures themſelves tell us fo 


of Fannes, and Fambres, and Simon Magus; 


and profane Writers of Apollonius Tyaneus, 


be and others; and both Moſes and 

| Feſus Chriſt knew this very well, and 
therefore fore-warn'd their Diſciples againſ 
it, 3 


f 


A Letter io the Deiſts. | 
it, telling them that falſe Prophets ſhould 
ariſe, whoſhould ſhow Signs and Wonders 
to deceive, if poſſible, the very Ele& ; and 
that they ſhould take care not to hearken 
to chem. And therefore, ſay they, if 
Signs and Wonders can be wrought , by 
Pulſe Prophets, how can they be Evidences 


for the true? Or how can we at all rely 


upon theih for the verifying of any Do- 


Erine which they deliver unto us? Or if 


thoſe Miracles which were wrought by 


them who are ſent of God, be only true 


Miracles, and all others falſe ones, how 
{hall we diſtinguiſh the one from the o- 
ther, ſo as by. them to diſcern, whether 
the Doctrines be of God or nos 


But theſe Diflicultics'will be eafily re- 


mov'd, and the Miracles of our Saviour 


and his Apoſtles, as they are allow'd to 
be truly wrought by them, fo alſo will 
they as truly prove the Doctrines which 


they taught, to come from God, if you 
will but conſider theſe following Particu- 
Tt PTE en oi OS 
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1. Miracles are Works done which 


are ſtrange and amazing to us, as being 


brought to paſs out of the ordinary road, 
and in a manner which we cannot com- 
prehend; and theſe are of two ſorts: 
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x, Such as exceed. only the Power of 
Man to effect them; ard-theſe we call 
Signs or IVonders : And, 2. Such as exceed 
the Power of any created Being whatſo- 


ever; and theſe only are properly Mi- 


wart, i id a e, 
2. Where - ever ſuch Miracles are 
awrought, as are of this; laſt: ſort, God 


alone muſt be the Author of them; and 
therefore, where - ever ſuch are found, 
they manifeſtly prove the Power of God 

-co-operating with the Perſons, at whoſe 
Word they are done; and with whomſo- 


ever it doth thus co-operate, it neceſſari- 


:ly demonſtrates their Miſſion from him, 


and puts ſuch an authentick Seal to the 


Truth of the Doctrines which they teach, 
l cannot be e .. 


3. Where - ever a creating Power is 
neceſſary to the Effect produc'd, or the 


ſtated Laws of Nature are alter'd, there | 


it is certain none but God himſelf can be 
the Aut bor of the Work done. For he 


alone is able to create; and he having 
created all Things according to his infinite 
Wiſdom, and given to each their proper 


Eſſence and Operations, he allows none 
but himſelf to alter the Natures of them, 
or change that Courſe which he hath put 


- 


them into. 


4. But} 


iy | 
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4. But within tlie Laws and Powers 


of Nature, there are abundance of Things 
which: exceed the Power of Man to effect, 
and therefore ſeem as Miracles to us, 


which may be produc'd by other created 


Beings, and theſe are evil Pt as well 


8s good. 15 


5. To the producing of theſe: Effects 


evil Spirits as well as ow” are enabled 


two manner of Ways: 1. By their 


greater Knowledge of the: Powers of 


Nature; And, 2. By the greater Agen- 


cy which the) have to apply them to 
effect. For, AP. ppl 


6. There are a multitude of Things in 
Nature, that thoſe Spirics know the Na- 
ture of, which we do not. For their Abi- 


lities af knowing are vaſtly above ours, 


as not working by the dull Tools of Earth 
and Clay, as we do, and their Experience 
exceedingly greater, as having known 


the' Works of God from tlie beginning, 


and by long Obſervation pry'd deep into 
the Secrets of them. If a Chymiſt or a 


Mat hematician, by his Skill in the Powers 
of Nature, can do many Things, which, to 


the ignorant and unlearn'd, ball ſeem 8 


Miracles, (as we often find) how much 
more can thoſe knowing Spirits do ſo, 
"or Knowledge of the Powers of Na- 
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A Letter to the Deiſts. 
ture is ay more above all ours put to- 


gether, than the higheſt and perfecteſt of 
ours is above that of the moſt ignorant that 


But, 


by es among us. 


7. As thoſe Spirits have a vaſtly great- 
er Knowledge of the Powers of Nature 
than we can have, ſo alſo have they a 


vaſtly greater Power to apply them to 


effect. 


For they are of a much greater 
Agility in their Motion, of a much finer 
Subſtance to penetrate into Things, and 


actuate tliem into Operation; and alſo of 


a much ſtronger Agency or Power to 
work than we have, and which, no doubt, 


they are endow'd more or leſs with, ac- 
cording to the different Orders and De- li 
grees in which God hath created them; 
and by both theſe together, that is, their 


greater Knowledge of natural Cauſes, and 
their greater Power to apply them to ef. 


fect, can they do a great many Things] 


. within Nature's Limits, which exceed al 


the Powers of Men to effect, and ſeem as 
miraculous and wonderful unto us, when. 


ever brought to pals. 


8. Cood Spirits never work thoſe Mi 

 racles, but in ſubſerviency to the Divinef 
Will, as they are neceſſary for the effect. 
98 of thoſe 


hings which God hath or: 


real 


5 dain'd * their Vs: to ring to al or of tl 
An 
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And to them thoſe Miracles mention'd in 


Scripture, which exceed not the Power 
of ſuch created Beings, may be referr'd 


as the immediate Authors of them; it 


not being likely that God would interpoſe 


his immediate Power, excepting only in 


ſuch caſes, as where there was need of it. 
For why ſhould the Lord himſelf put his 
Hand to that Work, which may as well 


be diſcharg'd by the Miniſtry of his Ser- 


vants 5 
Evil Spirits having i in a great mea- 


ö nc the ſame Knowledge of Natural Cau- 
„Jſes as the Good, and the like Power to 


; bring them to effect, can alſo work the 
like Wonders, and, by God, are often per- 


J mitted fo to do, both for the Trial of 


Men, and alſo for other good Cauſes which 
Af to him, of his infinite Wiſdom, ſeem fit- 


in the caſe of Job. 


uh ro. Evil Spirits have not only this 
af Power of working 
tf which Good Spirits do, but allo another, 
: which Good Spirits will never make uſe 
li of; that is, by Juggle, Deluſion, and De- 
ceit to imitate thoſe true and proper Mi- 


or. really effect. And thus, by the Deluſion 
= of the Devil, Was 4a Cheat put upon Saul. 
Uo! 


H3 in 


ting; and we have a plain Inſtance of it 


the like Wonders, 


racles, which none but God himſelf can 
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2 : Thelf 9. I. e. Lying or falſe Miracles, which are not 
really dls. Hg: but only mad: fo to appear 
. by the juggle and deluſion of Satan. 


YN thoſe of Juggler upon 4 Stage, never i 


A Littet to the Deiſts. 
in the raiſing of Samuel to him from the 


Dead. For really, to raiſe Samuel from 
the dead, none but God could, and there- 
fore that Appearance which Saul ſaw, Was 
no more than a falſe Appearance, contri- 


ved by the Devil to put a Cheat and De- 


luſion upon him. And of this fame fort 
may we reckon the Miracles which Jan- 
nes and ambres wrought in imitation of 


Moſes. For to turn a Rod into a Serpent, 
and Water into Blood, or to cauſe. Frogs 
to come up upon the Land (in which 
three Particulars they did the fame thing 


by their Inchantments, that Moſes did by 
| Ts Hand. of God, are Works, which, iff 
really done, require the creating Power 
to bring them to effect, which none but} 
God hath ; and there in this caſe the 
Devil ated for them, not by his effect. 
ing, but only by his deluding Power 
And ſuch Miracles the Seriprure calls 


Tiefda l. wor ee , r Tæ 


11. Thoſe Cheats and Deluſions of the 


Devil, whereby he 1mitates the true and t 
real Miracles of God, which he cannot 


Work, are only in tranſient Effects, like 
ſuch 


A Letter to the Deiſts. 


ſuch as are lafting and permanent. And 
where the Effect is totally tranſient, God's 


Works are often ſo far above the Devil's 


Imitation, that even in theſe there will 
be {till a multitude of Particulars, where- 


in he can have no Power, as much as by 


Juggle or Deluſion, to do _ thing like | | 


unto them. 

12. Whatſoever Siene or Wonders are 
wrought by Magicians or Falſe Prophets, 
muſt be referr'd to one of theſe two 
Heads; that is, that they are either the 
Devil's Works, or the Devil's Deluſions: 
And the Scriptur 2s, which tell us of Ma- 


gicians and Falſe Prophets working ſuch 
Signs and Wonders, do in many Places 
refer them hereto, 

13. Thoſe Signs or I/, onders which are 
ally wrought by the Devil and his Evil 
Spirito, are to be diſtinguiſh'd from thoſe. 


which are wrought by the Power of Au- 


gels or Good Spirits, by theſe following 
Marks: 1. That Angels or Good Spirits 
never work thoſe Vonders, but in ſubſer- 
viency to the Will of God, for the pro- 


moting of Truth and Rightcouſnels ; but 


the Devil and his Evil Spirits only for 
the promoting of Error and Wickedneſs. 


2. Angels or Good Spirits never co-operate 


in the Production of thoſe Wonders with 
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any Prophet or Teacher, but ſuch only as 
being fent of God, are good and righteous 
Perſons; but the Devil and his Evil Spi- 


rit only with ſuch, as not being ſent of 


God, are Evil like themſelves. 3. Angels 


or God Spirits never exert their Power 


to work theſe Wonders, but in Things ſe- 
rious and grave, whereby either the = 


of Men, or the Honour of God is pro- 


moted; put the Devil and his Evil Spirits 
doit moſtly i in Things miſchievous both 
to God's Honour and Man's Good, or elſe 

in ſuch trivial and fooliſh Matters as are 
beneath God or his Holy Angels to be con- 
cern'd in. And by the fame Marks alſo 
may we diſtinguiſh God's Miracles from 
the Devil's Fuggles, and thoſe wonderful 
Works which the Hand of the Almighty 
really effecteth, from thoſe falſe Appear- 


ances which the Devil makes in Imitation 
of them to put a Cheat and a Deluſion up- 


on us. Which Particulars being premis d, 
the Anſwer to the foregoing Objedion 


will be as followeth. 


I. We do 3 that 3 
of very wonderful Works may be effect- 
ed by Powers lower than the Divine, and 

that not only Wo Good _ but allo 


Et Thas 
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2. That therefore ſuch Works alone 
are never ſufficient Proof of a Divine Miſ- 
. on, unleſs corroborated by ſuch concur- 
ring Circumſtances as prove them not 
to be from Evil e but only from 
ooo TOS. 

3. That where-ever ſuch wonderful 
| works are done at the Word of a wicked 
Man, or to a wicked Purpoſe, (i. e. either 
0 influence to a wicked Practice, or to 
give Credit to ſome falſe Doctrine) or elſe 
in ſuch mean and trivial Caſes as are be- 
neath the Majeſty of God or his Alini- 
ſtring Spirits to be concern'd in, there we 
may be ſure that he that doth thoſe 
Works, how much ſoever he may pretend 
to a Divine Milſion, is only a Falſe Pro- 
phet; and that it is not by the Power of 
God or his Good Spirits, but only by the 
Power of the Devil and his Wicked Spi- 
7its that they are wrought ; and againſt. 
thoſe Wonders is it, and the Workers of 
them, that Moſes warneth the Jews, and 
fe eſus Chriſt his Diſciples, that they ſhould 
aware of them. | 
Where they who work thoſe Mon- 
ders are haly and righteous Men, and do 
not teach any Dodrine contrary to the 
certain Dictates of Natural Religion, or the 
Revelations of God afore given unto us, and © 


a, * . 4 * _ — ONS — 
4 FP 3 T2 2 : — 22 —— —— 5 
a 2 r r „ „ 2 MY ve WES << "= 

* > » <8 * 1 "8... "a" 4 » — * . b — ON _ < — 127 - ** - af 5+ - 4 

* - nr * wm Ps — * * * 9 we * 2 2 -_ an OSS 5. o = $ i=, - 1 3 3 * * 2 3 — : 1 ys 
ZI 2 r ORGY SS Set Y tn WHT n _ 
+ E- 5 "3 2 30 4 ap : * * . 7 2% — 4 ' — 2 - — g 
* ͤ OS OIDS = re et: 
— 1 ” . —— * 


„ TT 
3 


1 * „ — * 

* A. - 

4 : ,*rub; 

ES. ts 
M 

* of» 

2 
* 
„ 
* 

1 4 
9 
. 

4 £ a» 
J. ö 
? 177 45 

Dt 

* 2 | 
wee * 
kt 4 

4 -# 
2 

* ö 
8 1 
bs. k 
4+. 
+; ys 

vs: * 

| "> 
"ny. 

1758 

q $4 
„ ©,4 
19 . 

3 

-*4S 
1 * 2 


RD. ITY FT SE OT Or IOC 


122 


A Letter to the Deiſts. 


the Wonders which they work are in ſach 


ſerious and grave Matters as are not un- 
worthy of God or his Miniſtring Spirits 

to be concern'd in, there we have no rea- 
{on to ſuſpect Satan's Power in the effeqt- 
ing of them; and therefore ſuch Works 
may, although not of tfemſelyes alone, 


yet with theſe concurring Circumſtances | 
be ſufficient Proof of the Truth of any 


1 3 which they give Teſtimony un- 


For although they cannot be prov'd 


: i beimmediately from God, becauſe pro- 


duceable by inferior Beings : 3 yet with 


theſe Circumſtances accompanying them, 
they muſt at leaſt appear to be the Works 


of his Miniftring Spirits, who can bear 


Teſtimony to nothing but what is from . 
God, whoſe Will . are in all Things | 


ſubſervient unto. 
5. As ſuch Works which the Devil = 


2 aud his Evil Spirits can do, are not of 


| ſelf-ſufficient Proof to a Divine Miſſion, 


fo neither are ſuch which he can by 
Juggle or Deluſion imitate, becauſe Men 
may be deceiv'd by the one as well as 


the other; and' therefore the ſame con- 


curring Circumſtances are neceſſary to 


ttmeſe alſo, and by the fame Marks are 
they to be try'd, whether MY, be of God, : 
or no. 5 


6. But 


ALeetter to the Deiſts. 
6. But where the Works are ſuch as no 


created Being can either really produce, 


or by 7ugg 2 or Deluſion imitate, there 
thoſe Works do of themſelves alone prove 

a Divine Miffon, and give an authentick 
Seal of undeniable Truth to every Do- 
ctrine thus reveal'd unto us. 


7. Although therefore it ſhould be al- 


low'd that ſome of the Miracles which 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles wrought, might be 


produceable by Powers lower than the Di- 
vine; yet ſince they who did them were 


moſt holy and righteous Perſons, and did 
not teach any Doctrine contrary either to 


the Dictates of Natural Religion, or the Re- 
_ velations of God afore given unto Men; 
and the Miracles themſelves were not in 
ſuch mean and trivial caſes as are related 
of Apollonius Tyaneus, and others like him; 
with theſe Circumſtances they ſufficiently 


appear to be, if not immediately from the 


Hand of God, yet at leaſt from his Mini- 
ſtring Spirits, and their Works ;, fince all 


| done in ſubſerviency to the Divine Will, 


do as thoroughly prove a Divine Miſſion, 


where-ever they evidently appear to be 
| theirs, as thoſe of God himſelf, That 
1 briſt and his Apoſtles were moſt holy 
and righteous Perſons, and taught no 
ä aden which was in the leaſt contrary 
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A Letter to the Deiſts. 
to the Dictates of Natural Religion, hath 


been afore ſhown ; and how far their Mi- 


racles were from being in mean and trivial 
Matters, the Works themſelves make evi- 
dent: and it is as certain, that no Doctrine 


of theirs ever contradicted in the leaſt any 


Divine Revelation afore given unto Men. 


For Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles every 
where allow both the Law and the Pro- 
pbets to be from God. Had they taught }F_ 
any thing which would have charg'd a 


Falſhood on either, they muſt then in- 


' deed have been ſaid to contradi& Divine 


Revelations afore given, and would there- |} 
by have fallen under that Character and 

Mark of Falſe Prophets which] have above 
laid down; but they were ſo far from this, 

that the Law and the Prophers were the 

__ Ground-work which they founded all their 

Doctrines upon. For the Law contained | 
in Types and Shadows, and the Prophets 

in their Prophecies and dark Sayings, what- 

ever the Goſpel hath in Subſtance and Rea- |} 
lity ſince clearly deliver'd untd us, and | 

laid down all that in the firſt Rudiments 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles afterwards |} 
built up into Perfection in that Holy 
Religion which they have given unto us. 
And therefore, although the Goſpel hath 

_ aboliſh'd the Lam, it was not by contra- 
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dicting or condemning it, but by perfect- 
ing and fulfilling it in that manner, as all 
the Prophets fore-ſhow'd that it ſhould. 


8. But the Miracles of Jeſus Chriſt and 


his Apoſtles were moſt of them undenia- 
| bly ſuch as could not be produc'd but 
by the immediate Hand of God himſelf, 
as neceſſarily requiring the creating Pow- 
er to effect them; and alſo of that Per- 
maneney as allow'd no room for Fuggle 
or Deluſion to take place in them. For 
what other Power but that of the A- 


mighty could raiſe a Man, who had been. 


four Days dead, again to Life > Or what 


other Hand, but that of the Creator 
himſelf, could make him ſee who had 
been without the natural Organs of Sight 


from his very Birth? Or what but the 


fame Power which firſt form'd Man of 
the Duſt of the Earth, could reſtore him, 
in ſo many Inſtances às our Saviour and 


his Apeſiles did, to Health and Perfecti- 
on, when the very Parts and Vellels ne- 
_ ceſfary thereto, were thoroughly periſh- 
ed; and in ſo miraculous a manner, with 


a Word of their Mouth, bring back to- 
tal Privations again to their former Ha- 

bits? Or what Craft of Satan can reach 
aàs much as to an Imitation of {ſuch won- 
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derful Works as theſe, which left be. 


hind 
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A Letter to the Deiſts. 
hind them, for many Years after, Effects 


of laſting Permanency in the Perſons cu- 
red, not only to be Monuments of the 
Thing 8 done, but alſo undeniable Eviden- - 
Ces of the Truth and Reality of them? It 


would be too long to go over all the Mi- 


racles of this Nature, which Cbriſt and 
his Holy Apoſtles did for the Confirmation 
of thoſe Holy Truths which they taught. 
Theſe already mention'd. ate ſufficient . to 
ſhow, that ſome of their Miracles at leaſt 
were ſach as are above the Powers of all 
created Beings either to effect or imitate; 


and therefore theſe certainly muſt be al- 


low'd to be from God alone, without 
Poſſibility of Inpoſture, Deceit, or Delu- 
fron in them; and in that they are ſo, 
they muſt neceffarily prove the Miffron 
of then, at whoſe Word they were done, 
to be from him alſo, and conſequently be- 
come a Witneſs to the Truth of every Do- 
 Erine deliver'd by them, as firm, certain, 
and infallible, as the Veracity of God him- 
ſelf, which can never err or deceive for 


ever. And fo much of the 41 Mark of 
Impoſture. 


A Litter to the Deiſts. 
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VI. No Ipoſiure, when entruſted with 
many Conſpirators, can be long conceaFd. 
For what Plot or Conſpiracy have we ever 
known or heard of, which hath been thus 


manag'd, and hath not had ſome falſe . 
Brother or other to diſcover it; eſpecial- 
ly if there be any great Wickedneſs in- 


tended by it, or any great Danger attend- 
ing the Execution of it (as moſtly is in 
ſuch Deſigns.) For then if the thing it 


| ſelf doth not work the Conſcience into 
an Abhorrence, the Fear of the Conſe- 
quence may at leaſt deter from it; and it 
ſeldom fails but one of theſe two, in all 
ſuch caſes, drives ſome or other into 4 


Diſcovery; and in this Age of Plots we 
have Inſtances enough hereof. And what 
Plot can be more wicked, than to impoſe a 


Falſe Religion upon Mankind? And what 
can be more dangerous than to attempt 
it? What hath been already ſaid, ſuffici- 
ently proves both theſe Particulars; and 


therefore if the firſt planting of Chriſtia- 


nity were ſuch a Plot, certainly one of 


theſe two, that is, either the Wickedneſs, 
or the Danger, would have wrought ſome 
or other into a Diſcovery of it. For they 


were 
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| | were not a few that were admitted there- 
90 x Cor. x5. into. They were at leaſt (*Y five hundred 


that were in that, which you muſt call 
the greateſt: Secret of it; ; I mean the Re- 


ſurrection of our Saviour from the dead; 


For that is the main Article of our, Hol 


Chriſtian Religion; the Truth of which 


proves all the reſt, and without which: all 


the reſt muſt have fallen to the Ground, ] 
up 1 Cor, 15, and our whole Faith become (H) vain. And 
| therefore had but any one of theſe five 
hundred, who are aſſerted to have been 


the Witneſſes of it, diſcover'd the thing 


to have been only a Conſpiracy of” Impo- | 
ſture between them, this Diſcovery muſt 
have laid open the whole Deſign, and put 
a total End thereto. And were not the 
thing certainly true which they atteſted, 
it is ſcarce to be conceiv'd but that ſome 
or other of them muſt have done ſo; A- 


mong the Twelve Apoſiles one was found 


a Traytor to his Maſter; and how much 
more then may we expect that there 
ſhould have been one ſuch among five 
hundred? and eſpecially in a caſe where 
all ought to have been fo; that is, to diſ- 
cover a Plat againſt the Souls of all Man- 


kind, and deliver the World from being 


impos'd on thereby. Among fo many it 


ſcarce happens, but ſome or other prove 
falſe 


Letter to the Deiſts. 

filſe to the beſt Cauſz : ; and how hard is 
it then to conceive, that in ſuch a num- 
ber none ſhould be found to betray the 
worſt 2 And can we call it any other than 
the worſt, if it be ſuch an Impoſiure as you 
would have it to be? Were Chriſtianity 
really ſuch, and this Doctrine of the Reſur- 


rection of our Saviour totally the Forgery 


of thoſe who atteſted it, fo many as Five 
hundred could never have all kept the Se- 
cret; or if they ſhould, out of love to their 
own Invention, or any Self-ends which 


they might have therein, be inclin'd ſo to 


40 yet Puniſhment, Pain, and Torture, 
5 to extort the 01. hidden Devices, 
and make the moſt obſtinate Offenders, 
the cloſeſt Deſigners, and the moſt re- 
ſerv'd Plotters of Miſchief, to come to a 
Confeſſion. And what Puniiſhm eite What 
Pains, what Tortures did thoſe firſt Wit- 
nefles of this main and fundamental Ar- 
ticle of our Faith 90 through for the fake 
of that Teſtimony which they. did bear 
thereto ? And yet didany one of them ever 
flinch from it? Did any one of them ever 
retract what lie had atteſted concerning 


it? Prove but this, and then you will 


ſay ſomething to make out the Charge 
which you hy. againſt it. But they were 


fo far herefrom, 55 at they all pariſted 1 in 
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it to the laſt; and not only ſo, but were 
every one of them ready to ſhed their 


Blood for a Witneſs to the Truth of what 
they aſſerted, and a great many of them 


actually did fo; and all the Terrors, Threats 
and Tortures of the Perſecutors were not 
able to deter them herefrom. And what 
greater Evidence then can there be given 


to any Truth in the World, which depends 
upon Matter of Fact, than that which 
Chri/tianity hath from the Teſtimony of 


thoſe Men, in ſo great a number and ſuch 


a manner bearing Witneſs thereto 2? 


8 E CT. VI. 


VII. The laſt Mark of an Inpuſture is, 
That it can never be eſtabliſh'd without | 


Force and Violence. For if it hath wicked 
Men for its Authors, worldly Intereſt for 


its End, Falſity and Error for its Do- 
ctrines, and receives its Rife from the I 


Craft and Fraud of its firſt Promoters, as I 
have already ſhown, the Search of the In- 


quiſitive will ſoon find it out, and Man- 


kind will not long bear the Impoſture, un- 
leſs they be over-ruPd by Violence, and 
have all Objections againſt it flenc'd 
with the Sword at their Throats. This 


was the Method which Mabomet took to 


eltablith that Falſe Religion which he in- 
5 . SES -._ . vented. 


| 
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vented. For he proſecuted with War all 


that would not ſubmit thereto, and made 
it no leſs than Death for any to gainſay 
it, or as much as raiſe the leaſt Diſpute 
againſt any of the Doctrines of it. And 
without his doing this, the Reaſon of all 
Mankind muſt have appear'd againſt it, 


and it could never have ſtood. And the 
Nomaniſis have learnt from him to take 
the ſame courſe, as to thoſe Doctrines of 


Inpoſture which they have ſuperadded to 
the Chriſtian Religion. For they declare 
all thoſe to be Hereticks, and proſecute 


them with Sword, Fire, and Faggot, that 
refuſe to receive chem; and thus by the 
Power of their Dragoons and their Jiquiſi- 

tions, they have eſtabliſh'd and till keep 


up thoſe groſs Errors in their Church, 


which neither Reaſon nor Religion can ever 
ſupport; and the fame muſt be done as 
to all other Falſities impos'd on Mankind 


before they can have any firm footing 
among them. For it is only Force and Vio- 


lence that can cram ſuch things down 
Men's Throats, which their Reaſon and 


their Judgment muſt ever renounce. The 
unthinking Multitude may for a while be 
carry'd away by the Craft of the Impoſter, 


and by the Arts of Hypocriſy and Deluſion | 
be made eaſy to ſwallow any Forgery 
„ that 
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that ſhall be offer'd unto them; but when 
the Hear of the firſt Zeal is over, and the 
Matter comes to be examin'd into by Rea- 
ſon, and coolly ſcann'd through by the 
Inquifitive „ Impoſture cannot ſtand the 
Teſt, but muſt ſoon be laid open, blaſted, 
and exploded thereon. And therefore un- 
leſs it be accompany'd with Force to ſup- 


_ preſs this Enquiry, and hath Power on its | 
fide to compel Men to acquieſce therein, 
how much ſocver it may delude Men at 


firſt, it can never obtain any laſting Eſta- 


have cver yet appear'd in the World, 


without this Power to back them; and} 
How great Progreſs ſoever any of them | © 
may have N in the firſt Heat they 


All at length been detected, and exploded, 


2nd funk to nothing, for want of his Sup: 


For 
nothing but Truth can of it ſelf ok ſtand 


port on their ſide to keep them up 


the Teſt of Ages upon its own bottom 
only. Falſhood and Error are too weak 
for ſuch a Trial, and therefore unleſs ſup- 


ported by ſome external Strength, and 
Fenced thereby againſt all Aſſaults of Op- | 
-polers, they conſt neceſſarily fall to the 
and 

here Þ Aue. tion, or the force of long-re- 


*Ground, and again come to noting 3 


celv 0 


And this hath} 


have! 
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ceiw'd Cuſtom is not ſtrong enouzh for. 
this (and neither can in the firſt propa- 
gating of an Impoſiure) there the Sword 


mult come in to over-rule all, or nothing 
of this nature can be eſtabliſh d among 


Men. But eſis Chriſt and his Apoſtles, in 
ſtead of making ule of any ſuch Force to 


eſtabliſh the Religion which they taught, 


had all the Force and Powers of the Worl. 1 5 


in Oppoſition againſt it, and yet in ſpight 


of the World it at length prevaiÞa' ov 
the World by the dint of its 0 ＋ dan i 
only; and after having ſtool the Aſfault 
of all manner of Perſecutions, as well as 
other Oppoſitions, for three hundred Years 
together, carried the Victory over the fier- 
ceſt of its Enemies, and made the greateſt 
of them, even the Roman Emperors the- 
ſelves, to ſubmit thereto ; and all this 
while it had ſharpned againſt it, not only 
the Sword of the Superior Powers, but al- 


ſo the Tongues of the Slanderers, and the 
Wits of All the Learned of thoſe Times, 
But how much ſoever it was oppreſ&'d by 


the firſt of theſe, blacken'd by the ſecond, 
and ſifted and ſearched into by the laſt, 
it ſtood all theſe Trials without lofi ing 
any thing thereby, but at laſt came aut 
of them all, like Gold out of the Furnace, 
| {till of the {fame Weight, Fineneſs, and 
13 Purity, 
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Purity, without receiving from that Fire 
which conſumeth all Things elſe, the leaſt 


waſte or diminution thereof, Had it been 


falſe, and ow'd its Original only to Deceit | 
and Impoſture, it would have needed all F 
thoſe means of Violence for its Eſtablith- Þ 
ment and Support; but ſince it thus ſtood | 
not only without them, but alfo in ſpight 
of them; when all arm'd on the Adver- | 
aries ſide for three Centuries together in | 
bitter Oppoſition againſt it, what greater 
Argument can we have for the Truth there- 
of? For can you think that Falſhood and! 
Impoſiure could ever have held out with 
ſuch ſteady and unſhaken Conſtancy for 
ſo many Years, as Chriſtianity thus did? 
or that it is poſſible for any fort of Men] 
ſo long to have born all this for the fake | 
of a Lye? Falſhood can have no Foundati-| 
on for ſuch a Conſtancy, or Impoſture any | 
reaſon to engage Men thereto. The Intereſt | 
of this World is ever the bottom and foun- 
dation of all ſuch Forgeries; and therefore] 


as ſoon as Puniſhments and Perſecutions 
make it to be no Man's Intereſt to be for 
them, they ever fall of themſelves, for] 
want of that Foundation on which they 
afore ſtood. But Chriſtianity having come 
into the World contrary to all the Intereſts] 
of it, and in its very Infancy thus ſtood} 
- i tho 


A Letter to the Deiſts; 
the ſhock of all the Powers thereof engag'd 
in Perſecution againſt it, as I have menti- 
| oned; and not only fo, but alſo proſper'd 
aud became eſtabliſh'd in the midſt of the 
| | hotteſt Aſſaults thereof, this plainly ſhows 
- | that it had another kind of Foundation on 
Which it was built, a Foundation of Truth 
tand Righteouſneſs, and not only fo, but a 
Foundation that was laid and fix'd in ſuch 
1 | a manner by the Hand of God himſelf, as 
r | never to be ſhaken. For what Truth of it 
- | felf alone could ever have made its way 
d into the World in ſuch a manner as the 
1 Chriſtian Religion did, or ever have gain'd, 
r againſt all the Powers thereof, ſuch a Pre- 
?| valency over it, without ſome extraordi- 
n | nary aſſiſtance conducting and helping it 
e | therein ? The ſtrongeſt Truths we know 
i-| are cruſh'd by ſuch means of violence as 
that encountred with, and even firſt Prin- 
t] ciples themſelves have been overpower'd 
by them. And therefore that Chriſtianity 
ref thould thus enter the World, and thus 
ns fron its firſt Entry bear up againſt ſuch 
or] long and terrible Trials of Perſecution 
orf and Oppreſſion as it met with, without 
the leaſt flinching under them, mult be 
nel owing to ſomewhat more than its own _ 
tsÞ bare truth. And what but the hand of 
dF God himſelf backing and ſtrengthening it 
SER e : in 


135 


136 


A Latter to the Deiſts. EE. 
in the Conflict, could be ſufficient to give 


it ſuch a Vidory therein; For that a few. 


poor Fiſhermen, the Diſciples of a Cruci- 
fied Maſter, ſhould without Power, Learn- 


ing, or Reputation, or any other of the 


Intereſts or Favours of the World on their 
fide, be able to introduce a new Religion 


into the World directly oppoſite to all the | 
lntereſts, Pleaſures, and prevailing Hu- 
mours of 1 It, as Chriſlienity then was, and 


that this Religion i in ſpight of all the Pow- 
ers, Cunning, Malice, and Learning of 
the World joyn'd togerher in moſt tierce 


Oppoſition, and bitter Perſecution againſt 
it for three hundred Years together, ſhould | 
not only bear up, but alſo at length pre- 
vail over the World, and ſubject the higli- 


eſt Powers therein to the Obedience of its 
Laws, is an Event fo ſtrange and wonder- 


ful; and morally ſpeaking, fo far above | 
the Poſübility of all ordinary Means to | 


bring it to pals, as plainly manifeſteth 
the extraordinary working of God himſelf 
therein, And. for my 9 had the Chri- 


ſetan Religion no other Miracle to bear wit- | 
neſs thereto, this alone would be Miracle | 


enough to me ſufficicatly to convince | 


me of the Truth thereof. At leaſt ſince 
1t thus enter'd into the World, and thus 
a became eſtabliſh! d in it, it muſt be allow⸗ 


* 
. 
> 4 
* * 
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ed to be ſo far differing from an Impoſture 
in that Method of Violence which that 
needs for its Eftablithment, as to be totally 
oppoſite thereto, and in this Particular (as 
I hope I have ſhown of all the reſt) not to 
have the leaſt Mark or Character thereof. 
And thus far having laid before you all 
the obvious Marks of Impoſtnre, and pro- 
ved that none of them can belong to Chri- 
ſtianity, I hope what hath been ſaid will 
| fſuthciently infer the Concluſion, which 1 
have undertaken to make out unto you, 
That our Holy Chriſtian Religion cannot 
be ſuch an Impoſinre, as you would have 
it to be, but really is that Sacred Truth 
of God, which mou are all bound to be- 
lieve. 
It is too common with Mankind to 
frame their Judgments according to their 
Inclinations, and upon very flight Grounds 
| haſtily to run away with Ideas of things, 
when they correſpond with the prevail- 
ing bent of their Affections, which, when- 
ever put into a true Light before them, 
muſt all appear to be falſe and wrong 
taken. And this I reckon to be your caſe. 
3 Your Inclinations ſtrongly leading you 
into Infidelity, you would fain have 
= th Chriſtianity be an Iinpoſture, and there- 
fore have over. eaſily and haſtily been in- 
duced 


138 


A Letter to the Deiſts. 
duced on very weak Grounds to believe 


it ſo to be. And that you may be unde- 
ceiv'd in ſo dangerous and deſtructive an 


Error, I have endeavour'd i in the eaſieſt 


and moſt familiar manner I could think 


of, to put this Buſineſs in a true light be- 


fore you. 1. By letting you ſee what an 


Tmpoſture is, in that true Picture which I. 
have drawn of it in the Life of him who 
was really and truly ſuch an Impoſtor, as 
you would have 7efs Chriftto be. And, 
2. By examining into the Marks and Pro- 


perties which naturally belong to every 
ſuch Iinpoſture, and ſhowing of each of 


them that they cannot belong to that Ho- | 
ty Religion which we profeſs. And T hope, | 
when you have conſider'd all this hs | 


roughly, you will fee how much you | 
have been deceiv'd in thoſe Opinions 


which you have fo precipitately given | 


up your ſelves unto. | 

You cannot but be ſenſible how great 
the Streſs is which we lay on this Matter, 
and how very ill your Cafe muſt be, if we 
are in the right, and you in the wrong; | 
and therefore the thing is of ſufficient Im- 


portance to deſerve your molt ſerious | 
Conſideration, and that in ſuch a manner 
as to make you lay aſide all thoſe ground- | 
leſs Pre udicies and wrong Byaſſes which | 


may 1 
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may obſtru& an impartial Inquiry; and 
if you will be pleas'd, for the ſake of 


your own Souls, to do thus much, I am 


content to leave the Succeſs of what 1 
now offer unto you, to God's Grace, and 


your own Judgments. 

As to the particular Reaſons which you 
may alledge for your Disbelief of our Ho- 
ly Chriſtian Religion, whether they be Ob- 


jections drawn againſt it either from Hi- 


ſtory, Philoſophy,or the Inconſiſtencies which 


| you imagine you find in the Books of Holy 
Writ, in which it is deliver'd down unto 


us, it is not my Purpoſe now to enter in- 


do any Diſputes with you about them. 
That which I at preſent purpoſe, is not ſo 
much to conſider thoſe Premiſes, as the 
Conclisſion which you pretend to draw 


herefrom, That Chriſtianity mult there- 


fore be an Impoſture; and from the nature 
of ſuch an Impoſture, and the nature of our 
Holy Chriſtian Religion laid in a true light, 


and compar'd together with each other, 
to evidence unto you the Inconſiſtency 
of this Charge; and if what I have now 


faid can be of any Force to let you into a 
clear Sight of this Matter, it will be to- 


rally needleſs for me to meddle any fur- 


| ther. For all thoſe Objections which you 
pretend to have been the particular for ” 
ons 
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ſons of your Infidelity, have been already 
abundantly anſwer'd and confuted by o- 
thers. But the Opinion which you have- 
conceited, that Chriſtianity i is an Imhoſture, 


having ſo far prepoſſeſs d your Judgment, 


as to influence it againſt all Things of this 
nature that can be propos'd unto you, it 
will be in vain to offer any thing farther. . 
as to thoſe Particulars, till this Prejudice 
be remov'd; and were 1t once remov'd, 
what hath already been ſaid in Anſwer to 


them, will be abundantly ſufficient to give 


vou full ſatisfaction. Although this Me- 
thod may ſeem illogical thus to allault the 


Concluſion without medling with the Pre- 


miſſes from which you pretend to have 
deduced it; yet it is no other thin what 
you your ſelves have neceſſicated me unto 


by taking up the Concluſion firſt, and the 


Premiſſes afterward. Had you indeed firſt 
began with thoſe Reaſons which 1 you of- 
ler for your Intidelity, and been really, by 
the Conviction of them led into this Con- 
cies ion, That Chriſtianity is an Impoſt ure, 


it would then have been proper and fit- | 
ting that I ſhould have begun there too, 


and no otherwiſe have endeavour'd to 


overthrow the Concluſion, but by firſt over- 
throwing the Premiſes from whence vou 
deduc'd © it, But fiace it is well known | 


that 
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that the Concly/ion hath been of greater 
Force with the moſt of you to make you 
aſſent to the Premiſſes, than the Premi/ſes 
to prove the Concluſion; and it is only the 
fond Conceit you have taken up in com- 
pliance with ill Company, or worſe Incli- 
nations, that Chri/t;anity muſt be an Inpo- 


flure, that hath made any of thoſe Argu- 
ments ſeem ſo concluſive with you, which 


are brought to prove it; this makes it ne- 
ceſſary for me to begin wy Endeavours 


for your Conviction at that ſame Point 
where you firſt began your Infidelity, and 


to attack the Concluſ aon in ths firſt place, 


before any Succeſs can be expected to- 
wards the ſetting you right as to any 


thing elſe. For as long as you are wil- 
fully bent out of a meer "Fondnefs for In- 
fidelity, to hold Ohriſtianity to be an Im- 
poſture, this will make every Argument 
ſeem ſtrong to you that is bebaghe to 
prove it, and every Solution inſufficient 
which is given thereto, and render all 


Means for your Conviction utterly ineffe-⸗ 
Aual unto you. And therefore this being 


in truth the firſt Error which hath influ- 
enc'd your Mind to all the reſt, this muſt 
be firſt remov'd;, and if what i have faid 
can be of any Force in order thereto, by 
letting vou Ko how much you have been 
miſtaken 
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ments which have been already offer d 
for your Conviction as to all other Parti- 
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miſtaken herein, this I hope will remove 
that Prejudice which hath hinder'd you 


from ſeeing the Strength of thoſe Argu- 


culars of that Infidelity which you have 


given up your ſelves unto, and make you 
clearly diſcern how much you have been 
miſtaken in them alſo, and thereby be- 


come the Means of delivering your Souls 


from that terrible Danger which you ex- 
poſe them unto ; the accompliſhing of 
which is the whole End, Scope, and De- 
ſign of the Diſcourſe which I now offer 
ok. „ 
But here perchance it may be ask'd, 
and I think it rea ſonable to give you Satiſ- 
kaction herein, Why I have ſet forth un- 


to you an Inhoſture by fo foul a Picture 
43 that of Mahoniet? And to this I have 
theſe two Anſwers to return ? 1. Becauſe 


have none other to do it by, Mabomet 


being the only Dapoſtur who could ever 


prevail ſo far as to eſtabliſn his Impoſtuze, 
and make it a ſtanding Religion in the 
World; and had it not gone fo far, it 
could not have been ſuch an Impoſiure as 
you would have CHriſtianity to be, or at 
all fit to be compar'd witli it in the Argu- 
ment now before us. And, 2dly, How | 


foul 
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foul ſoever the Picture of Mahomet may 


be, we have no reaſon from the nature 
of the thing ever to imagine that any 
other Iinboſtor can have a fairer, till you 


bring us an Inſtance thereof. And theſe 

two I hope may be ſufficient to clear me 
from acting any way unfairly in this Mat- 
ter, as if I had made choice of the Life of 


ſo wicked a Perſon as Mahomer, therein to 
picture out an Impoſture unto you only to 


make it appear in the fouleſt Dreſs it 18 


capable of, the better to advantage there- 
by that Cauſe which I handle. = 


But to the firſt of theſe Anſwers, 1 


foreſee this Objection will be made: If 


Mabomet be the only Impeſior that ever | 


| eftabliſh'd his Impoſture in the World, 
ho then hath it come to paſs, that there 
have been ſo many falſe Religions among 


Mankind? Lo which I reply, Not by In- 


poſture, ſuch as Mahomet's was, and ſuch 


as Chriſtianity muſt be, if it be ſuch an 
| Impoſture as your Charge againſt it ſuppo- 


ſeth, but by Corruptions inſenſibly grow- 
I ing on from that Religion which was firſt 
true. The firſt Religion which God gave 
unto Man, was that Natural Religion 


| which he imprinted on his very Nature, 


| when he firſt created him, and as much 


of that as eſcap'd that Ruin with which 
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theFalloverwhelm'd him; was that whize- 
by God was worſhiped and ſerved by him 


afterwards ; only with this Addition, 

That whereas Man in his Innocency ad- 
dreſs'd himſelf to God immediately of 
himſelf alone, and in his own Name, he 
could never after his Fall from it, have any 
more Acceſs unto him, but through a Me- 


diator;, God's infinite Purity and/Greatnels | 
on the one hand, and Man's infinite Guilt 
and Vileneſs on the other, after that fatal 


Miſcarriage of our firſt Parents did put 
them at ſo vaſt a diſtance the one from the 


other, that in the nature of the thing there 
could be no other way thenceforthi of 
maintaining any Communion between 
them, and therefore had not this Way 


been found out again to bring Man to God, 
he muſt totally have been eſtranged from 


him for ever after. But God of his infinite 


Mercy having reſolved not thus to caſt 
us off, he appointed us a Mediator as foon 
as we had fallen, and promis'd to fend him 


in his appointed time to take our Nature 


upon him, and therein pay down that 


Price of Redemption for us; by vertue 


Whereof his Mediation ſhould always 


be {ſufficient to obtain Mercy, and Par- 


don, and Acceptance for us. And this is 


that which was meant by God” J promiſing | 
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immediately after the Fall, that zhe ſzed of 


the Woman ſhould break the $ erpent's head; 


which being farther explained by Aﬀer- 
Revelations, the whole Religion of God's 
People after that was to offer up their Wor- 


ſhip unto him through hope in this Media- 


We ; and all the 1dolatry, Polytheiſm, and 
other falſe Worſhips which after aroſe in 
the Heathen World, were all by ſuch cor- 
rupt deviations therefrom, as the ſuperſti- 
tions of men, the unfaithful way of tranſ- 
mitting Divine Revelations by Tradition 


| | only, and the decay of all Divine Know- 


ledge occaſioned thereby, in proceſs of 
time introduced among them. For when 


Mankind began to increaſe after the 
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Flood, and they were taught from Noah 
their Forefather thus to worſhip God 
through hope in a Mediator, as the know- 
ledge of thoſe Divine Truths which he 


delivered to them began to decay, and Su- 


perſtition to increaſe among them, they 
began to determine themſelves to ſuch 


Mediators as their own Imagitiations led 
them to fancy, and ſome choſe Angels, 


and others Men deceaſed, for this Office 


and in proceſs of time erected. Temples and 


Images unto them, and honoured them 
with Divine Worſhip, in order to render 
them the more helpful and beneficent un- 
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to them. The Babylonians or Chaldeans, 


who were the firſt form'd State after the | 
Flood, looked on Angels to have been the 


Mediators God had appointed, through 
whom they were to come unto him; and 
for this reaſon directed their Worſhip to 


the Sun, and Moon, and the reſt of the 


(a) Hence Ariſtotle ſeems to 


have had his Doctrine of the 


Intelligences moving the Spheres ; 
and Plato that which he taught 
of the Stars being living Bodies. 


For it was the Opinion of the 


Ancient Chaldeans, as it is of 


the $2abi7 now, who are deſcen- 
_ ded from them, That there 
was in each Star an Angel in the 
| Tame manner as our Souls are 
in our Bodies, and that the 

Stars are animated by theſe An- 


gels, and hence have all their 


Motion, and alſo thatInfluence 


which they are ſuppos'd to 
have over this World, and for 


this reaſon was it that they 


worſhipped them. 


Divine Power did deſcend 


Planets, which they fancy'd 
to be the Habitations (a) 


where thoſe Angels dwelt; | 


& allo erected Images unto 
them, into which they rec- 
kon'd their Influence and 


and remain with them, 


when thoſe Luminaries 
themſelves were ſet and 
diſappear'd in their Hori- 


zon; fo that their Notion 
was to make their Addreſſes 
thro' the /napes to the Pla- 


nets, and thro' the Planets 


| 


to the Angels that dwelt in them, and thro' 


the Angel, to God himſelf, whom they 


acknowledg'd to be the One Supreme 


Being, who was the Creator and Gover- 
zr of all Things. And this was the firſt 
Idolatrous Religion which was eſtabliſh'd 

in the World, and long prevaiPd over a 
great part of it, and is {till preſery'd in 


the 
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the Eaft among the Sed of the Sabians 


even to this Day. But the Perſians not 
liking the Worſhip of the Planets by Ima- 


ges, would arne no other Symbol to re- 


preſent thoſe glorious Luminaries by, but 
Fire only, of which they reckon'd them 


to be conſtituted ; and therefore where- 
ever they prevail 'd, they deſtroy'd all 
Images out of the Temples, and plac'd Fire 


in their ſtead : And from hence the Magi 


or the Worſhippers of Fire had their Ori- 
ginal. But from.their having one Symbol, 
they ſpeedily came to the aſſerting but of 
one Deity repreſented by it, which they 
would have to be Light, and that of the 


Mixture of this and Darkneſs, all Things 


in this World were compounded ; that 
Light was the Cauſe or Principle of all 


| Good, and Darkneſs the Cauſe or Princi- 
ple of all Evil : ; and therefore under the 


Symbol of Fire they worſhipp'd Light as 
their God, but deteſted Darkneſs in the 


{ame manner as we do the Devil, And 
from hence Manes the Heretick had his 


two Principles, which he would have in- 
troduc'd into the Chriſtian Religion, But 
above both theſe they acknowledg'd a 
Supreme God, in reſpe& of whom "their 


God Light was but an inferiour Deizy, or 


a God Mediator, by whom my were to 
K 2 have 


A Letter to the Deiſts. 
have Acceſs unto him. And this Religion 
obtain'd through all Perſia, and other 


Parts on the Eaſt of it, and doth there 


2main even unto this Day among the 


 Perſees in India, and the Inhabitants of 


the Province of Kenman, on the Southern 


Coaſt of Perſia. But the Practice of the | 
Bibylonians or Chaldeans in worſhipping 
their Gods Mediators by Images, obtain'd 


in all the Weſtern Parts of the World. | 
For they holding, that they were to have 


Acceſs to God "through Angels as their 
Mediators, and to the Angels through the 
Planets. and to the Planets through the 


Images which they erected to them, did | 


give to thoſe Images the Names of the 


Planets, and under thoſe Names paid Di- 


vine Worſhip unto them; which Idolatry 


paſſing from Babylon or Chaldeamnto Ara- | 
bir, and from thence to the Egyptians 
and Phonicians, was by them carry! in- 
to Greece, and from tlience ſoread it felt | 


into all Parts on this Weſtern ſide of the 


Morld, as that of the Magi did on the} 
| Eafiern. For the chief Gods of the Greeks, 


as well as the Names by which they were 


call'd, came from che Egyptians and 
Phonicians, and were no more than the 
Images by which the Babylonians WOr- 
| Auipped the quan Boon, And othes Planets, 


with 
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with the Names of thoſe Planets given 
unto them. Afterward indeed they ad- 
ded to their number other Deities alſo, 
which were originally either ſome of the 
fix'd Stars, or elſe the Souls of Men de- 
parted, as of Bel or Belus among the Ha- 


 bylomans, Abraham and Iſmael among the 
 Arabians, Orus and Ofrris among the Egvp- 


tand, Aſculapius and Hercules among 


the Greeks, and Romulus or Quirinus a= 


mong the Romans. For it early began 
a Cuſtom among all the Worſhippers "of 
Images, as well Greeks as Barbarians, to 
| Deify Men departed , reckoning thoſe 
who liv'd juſtly and righteouly, or had 
| made themſelves eminent by any great 
and worthy Actions in this Life, to have 
| thoſe Habitations allotted them in the 
Heavens above, where they were in a 
Capacity to be Mediators to God for 
them; and therefore they offer'd Divine 


Worſhip to them as ſuch. And this was 


it that gave occaſion to ſo many Apotheo- 
| ſes's or Deifications among them, and fo 


vaſtly « encreisd the number of their Gods 


in all the Idolatrous Parts of the World, 


and alſo the various Methods of Super- 


ſtition, whereby they paid their W hig 


unto then”: Yet they all {till held to 


their Notion of One Supreme God, and rec- 
| 1 koned 


149 


A Letter to the Dei 


koned all the others to be no more than 


God's Mediators under him. And this 


One God, whom they held to be made of 
none, and to be the Maker or Father of 
all Things elfe that are, was among the 


Chaldeans of old (as fill among he Sa- 


5 hians, who are the remainder of them) 
call'd Deus Deorum, and among the A. 
 rabs, Allah Taal, i. e. the High or Supreme 


God; and agreeable hereto, among the 


Bt, was there alſo their aD ar 
ech e Sol 1. e, One Supreme God, 
who was the Father both of Gods and Men. 
And thus farm Anſwer to your Queſtion, 
have I given you an Account how all the 

_ Falſe Religions in the Heathen World had 


their Original; and herein I have been 


the longer for the ſake of two Reflections 


which are obvious for you to make 
hereon. 


1. That the Notion of A Ad es be- 
tween God and Man was that which did 


run through all the Religions that ever | 
were in the World, to the Coming of 


Zefus Chriſt, and was the Fundamental 
Principle which prevaiFd in every one 


of them as to all the Worſhip which was 


practis'd in them, which could no other- | 
wife become ſo univerſal” among Man- 
kind, but. by a Tradition as univerſally | 


deliver d 
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deliver'd unto them. And what can bet- 
ter account both for this Tradition, and 


alſo the Univerſality of it, than what is 
deliver'd unto us in Scripture, of our be- 
ing deſcended from one common Parent, 


who on his Fall from the Favour of God, 


| having had this Promiſe of a Mediator 
made unto him, throuzh whom we might 


be again TeconciPd unto him, tranſmit- 


ted it to all lis Poſterity. 


2dly, That the Miſtakes and Errors 


about the Worſhip of God, and tlie Ser- 
vice we owe unto him, which Men are 
apt to run into, when left to the Conduct 
of their own Light only, are monſtrous 
and endleſs, and therefore evidently de- 
| monſtrate the Neceſſity of Divine Revela- 
tions. For if God doth expect from us an 
Account of our Actions, it is neceſſary he 
ſhould give us a Law for the Rule of them, 
and if the Lam of our Reaſon alone be in- 
ſufficient for this (as from the continual 
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Errors and endleſs Abſurdities, which 


Mankind, when left to themſelves, have 
ever hitherto run into, it doth evidently 
appear that it is:) this demonſtrably 
proves the Neceſſity of another to ſup- 
ply its Defect, and that in our Caſe we 


muſt have a Neue Religion as well as 
a Natural, or elſe we can have no cer- 
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certain Knowledge of the Will of Goa, or 


any of thoſe Duties of Worthip and Ser- 


vice which we are to perform towards 
him. And if this proves the Neceſſity of 


ſuch a Revealed Religion (as I think it un- 


deniably muſt to every one that believes 
God will account with us for what we 


do;) all that I have farther to offer, is, | 
That you would thoroughly examine 
and conſider that Holy Chriſtian Religion 
which we profeſs, and compare it with 
all the other Religions that are in the 
World; and if it do not appear vaſtly 


above them all, the worthieſt of God for 


him to give unto us, and the worthieſt of 
us to obſerve, and that not only in reſpect 
of the Honour given to him, but alſo of 

the Improvement and perfection brought 


to our own Nature thereby, ] will be 


content that you ſhall then perſiſt to be- 
lieve it an Impoſture, and, as ſuch reject | 


it for ever. 


Humphrey Prideaux. 
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Arabic | Authors. 5 


Jul Ern bi a Phy/ician of Malatia 
in Leſſer Armenia, of the Chriſtian Re- 


He is an Auibor of eminent Note in the Eat, 


as well among Mabometans as Chriſtians. His 
Hiſtory of the Dynaſties is from the Creation 


of the World to the Year of our Lord 1284. 
It was publiih'd at Oxford with a Latin Verſion 
by Dr. Pocock, A. D. 1663. He flouriſhed 
about the time where his Hiftory ends. His 
| Name at length 1 18 Gregorius Ebn Hacim Abul 
Faragbi. 


Abul Feda, a Author of great Repute i in 


the Eaſt for two Books which he wrote : The 
firſt a General Geography of the World, after the 
Method of twins 4 : and the other a General 
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ligion, and the Sed} of the Facobites. 
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Hiſtory, which he calls the Epitomy of the Hi- 


ftory of Nations. He was born A. D. 1273. 


He finiſh'd his Geography A. D. 1321. Twen- 


ty Years after that he was advanc'd to the 
Principality of Hamab in Syria, from whence | 


he is commonly call'd Shaws Hamab, i. e. 


Prince of Hamab, where after having Reign'd 
three Years, two Months, and thirteen Days, 
he dy d A. D. 1345 being Seventy two Years 
old He was by Nation a Turk, of the No- 
ble Family of the Fobidz, of which was Sa- 


ladin the famous Sultan of Egypt. His Name 


at length is 1/mael Ebn Ali Al Melec al Moaijad 
Amaddodin Abul Feda. Ecchellenſis quotes him 
by the Name of Iſmael Shiahinſhiab. ER 
Albunaxar, à Legendary Writer of the Ma- 


bometans, much quoted by Hottinger. 


Agar, a Book of great Authority among | 


the Mahometans, ſaith Guadagnol (pag. 165.) 


wherein an Account is given of the Life and | 
Death of Mihomer. Foannes Andreas makes 
great uſe of it under the Name of Azaer, as | 
doth Bellonius in the Third Book of his Obſer- 

vations under the Name of Aſaer. Guadagnol 


who had a Copy of the Book, calls it the Book 


Agar, and takes moſt of what he objects 
* the Life and Actions of Mabomet out 
„ „ | Rn | 
Abmed Ebn Edris, an Author that writes in | 
the Defence of the Mahometan Religion againſt } 
the Chrifians and the: en,, 
Amed Ebn Yuſeph, an Hiſtorian who flou- 
riſh'd A. D. 1599, for then he finiſh'd his 
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Ahmed 


6 quoted in this Book. 


Abmed Ehn Zin Alabedin, a Nobleman of 


Hiſpahan in Perſia, of this laſt Age, who hath 


wrote the ſharpeſt and accuteſt Book againſt. 


the Cbriſtian Religion, in Defence of the Mabo- 
metan, of any they have among them on this 
Argument. It was publiſh'd on this Occaſi- 


on. Ecbar the Great Mogul, Great Grand- 
father to Aurang Zeb, who at preſent reignetng 
in India, for ſome Reaſons of State making 


ſhow of encouraging the Chriſtian Religion, 


did in the Year 1595 write to Matthias de 


Albuquerque, then Viceroy of the Portugueſe in 


India, for ſome Priefts to be ſent to him to 


his Court at Agra. The Perſons pitch'd upon 
for this Miſſion, were Feronimo Xavier, then 


Rector of the Colledge of the Feſuits at Goa, and 


Emanuel Pigneiro and Benedict de Gois, two 
' Others of that Society. On their coming to 
Agra, they were very kindly receiv'd by the 


Mogul, and had a Church there built for 
them at his Charges, and many Privileges 
and Immunities granted unto them, which 


on the Death of Ecbar (which happen'd 
A. D. 1604.) were all confirm'd to them by 


" his Succeſſor Fehan Guire. At the Command 


of this Echar, Xaverius wrote two Books in Per- 
ſian (which is the Language of that Court;) 


The firſt the Hiſory of Jeſus Chriſt, collected 
for the moſt part out of the Legends of the 


Church of Rome, which he intended to be in- 


| ſtead of the Goſpel! among them; and the 
other call'd A Looking Glaſs ſhewing the Truth, 
Which is a Defence of the Doctrines of that 
Goſpel againſt the Mahometans, What the 
EE Eo ES ., $ 
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former is, thoſe who have the Curioſity to 


ſee what kind of Goſpel the Feſuirs preach in 
the Eaſt, may ſatisfy themſelves, for the Book 

is tranſlated into Latin by De Di-u, and was 
puphliſn'd by him with the Original, A. D. 1639. 
This Goſp of the Feſuits was firſt preſented 
to Ecbar by Xaverius at Agra, A. D. 1602. 
But the other Book was not publiſh'd till a 
Year or two after. When it firſt came a- 
broad, it unluckily fell into the Hands of this 
learned Perſian Gentleman, Who immediate- 

ly wrote an Anſwer to it, which he calls 
The Bruſher of the Looking-Glaſs, wherein he | 
makes terrible Work with che Jeſuit, through 
the Advantages which he gave him by teach- 
ing the Idelatry, and other Superſtitions and | 
Errors of the Church of Rome, for the Doctrines | 
of Jeſus Chriſt, When this Bork came abroad, | 
it fo alarm'd the Colledge de propaganda Fide at | 
Rome, that they immediately order'd it to be | 
anſwer' d. I he firſt who was appointed for this 


Work was Bonaventura Malvaſia, a Franciſ- 


can Friar of Bononia, who publiſh d his Dilu- 5 
cidatio Sprculi verum monſtrantis, in Anſwer 


to this Bruſher, A. D. 1628. But this, I ſup- 


poſe, not being judg d ſo ſufficient by the 
College, they appointed Philip Guadagnol, an- 
other Franciſcan Friar, to write a ſecond An- 


{wer thereto. And on this Occaſion he com- 


pos'd his Book ſtil d Apologia. pro Chriſtiana 
Religione, which was publiſh'd at Rome firſt 
in Latin, A. D. 1631, and after in Arabic, 
1637. For this, I ſuppoſe, meeting with bet- 
ter Approbation from the College, they order- 


quoted? in 1915 Book: 


a it to be tranſlated into that Language, 
and it being accordingly done by the ſame 
Author, they ſent it into the Eaſt to be diſ- 
pers d among the Mabometans, for the De- 


fence of the Feſuir's Looking Glaſs againſt this 


rude Bruſher of it. But his Performance doth 
by no means anſwer the Deſign, abundance 
of bis Arguments being drawn from the Au- 


thorities of Popes and Councils, which will ne- 


ver convince an Ir»fidel of the Truth of the 
\ Chriſtian Religion, how much Noiſe ſoever 
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they may make with them among thoſe of 


be their own Cummunion. 
Al Bochari, an Eminent Writer of the Tra 


ditionary Doctrines of the Mahometan Religion. 5 


He is reckon'd by Jebannes Andreas, C. 3. 


| and Bellonius, lib. 3. C. 4. to be one of the 
| Six Doctors who, by the Appointment of one 

of the Califs meeting at Dmaſcus, firſt made 
| an Authentick Collection of all thoſe Traditions 

| which make up their Sonnaßh. His Book con- 
tains the Pandects of all that relates either to 
their Law or their Religion, digeſted under 


their ſeveral Titles in Thirty Books, and is 


the Ancienteſt and moſt Authentick which 


they have of this Matter, and, next the Al- 


eoran, of the greateſt Authority among them. 
He was born at Bochara in . A. D. 


809. and dy'd A. D. 869. 
. Coran, i. e. The Book to be read, or ao 


| Legend, it is the Bible of the en eee The 
Name is borrow'd from the Hebrew Kara or 


Mikro (Words of the ſame Root, as well as 
eee, with the Arabick Al Coran) by 


which | 
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which the Fews call'd the Old Teſtament, or 
any part of it; And ſo any part of the Ma- 


bometan Bible is call'd Alcoran. The whole 
together they call Al Moſhap, 1. e. The Book, 


which alſo in reſpe& of the Chapters, into 


which it is divided, they call A! Furkan, 
from the Arabic Word Faraka, which from 


the Hebrew Pharack ſignifies to divide or di- 


feinguiſo; but others will have that Book to 
be fo call'd in reſpect of the Matter or Do- | 


Krrine therein contain'd, becauſe, ſay they, 


it diſtinguiſheth Good from Evil. 
It hath been lately publiſh'd in Arabic, | 


with a large Preface before it in Latin by 


Abrabam Hinckelman at Hamburg, A. D. 1694. | 
Had he added a Latin Verſion, he would have 3 7 
made it much more uſeful. For that which | 
hath been publiſh'd by Bibliander for a Latin | 

_ Verſion of the Alcoran, is only an abſurd Epi- 
tome of it, compos'd by Robertus Retinenſis, | 
near 600 Years ago, whereby the Senſe of | 


the Original is ſo ill repreſented, that no 


one can by the one ſcarce any where under- 
| Rand what is truly meant by the other. In the 
Year 1647, Andrew du Ryer, who had been | 
Agent for the French Merchants at Alexandria, 
publiſh'd a Tranſlation of it in French, from 


which it had been put into Engliſh by Alex- 


ander Roſſe. Hottinger and Plempius much 

_ commend this Tranſlation, and, indeed, it | 

muſt be ſaid that it is done as well as can 
be expected from one who was only a Mer- | 
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A Fraganis, | 


quoted in this Book. © 


1. e. Fraganenſis, by which he is common] 
called. His Name at length is Mohammed Ebn 


' Katir Al Fragani, He wrote a Book called, 


The Elements of Aſtronomy, which hath been 


ſeveral times publiſh'd in Europe, at Neuren- 


berg A. D. 1537, at Paris A D. 1546, at 
Frankfort cum Notis Chriſtmanni, A. D. 1590, 


in Latin; and afterwards by Gelius in Arabic 
and Latin at Leiden, A. D. 1669, with large 
Notes of great uſe for the underſtanding of 


the Geography of the Eaſt. He flouriſh'd while 
Al Mamon was Calif, who dy'd A. D. 833. 


| AI Gazali, a famous Philoſopher of Tuſa in 
Perſia. He wrote many Books, not only in 


| _ Philoſophy, but alſo in Defence of the Ma- 
Hometan Religion againſt Chriſtians, Fews, Pa- 


gans, and all others that differ therefrom, 

| whereof one is of more eſpecial Note, entitled, 
| The Deſtruction of Philoſophers, which he wrote 
againſt Al Farabius, and Avicenna, and ſome 


others of the Arab Philoſophers ; who, to ſolve 


the monſtrous Abſurdities of the Mahometars 


Religion, were for turning many things into 


z Figure and Allegory, which were commonly 
underſtood in the literal Senſe. Thoſe he vio- 


lently oppoſeth on this account, accuſing 
them of Hereſy and Infidelity, as Corrupters of 


the Faith, and Subverters of Religion, where- 
on he had the Name of Hoghato! Eflam Zai- 


| moddin, i. e. The Demonſtration of Mahometiſm, 


and the Honour of Religion. He was born 
A. D. 1058, and dy'd A. D. 1112. His Name 
5 MT EF 3 * 
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Al Fragani, an Aſtrouomer of Fragana in 
Perſia, from whence his Name . A! Fragani, 
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ſtery about the Year of our Lord 1045, and 
dy'd A. D. 1062, His Name at length is 
„„ 5 l 


old. 


An Account of the Authors | 
at length is Abu Hamed Ebn Mohammed Al Ga. 
⁊ali Al Tuſi. . 5 5 
A Fannabi, an Hiſtorian born at Fannaba, 
a City in Perſia, not far from Shiras. His 


Hiſtory comes down to the Year of our Lord 
1588, and therein he tells us, that he went 
in Pilgrimage to Mecca, and from thence to | 


Medina, to pay his Devotions at the Tomb 
of the Tmpoſtor, in that Year of the Hegera 
which anſwers to the Year of our Lord 1556. 


His Name at length is Abu Mabammed Mu- 
ſtapha Ebnol Saiyed Haſan Al Fannabi. 


A! Kamus, 1. e. The Ocean, a famous Arabic 


Didſ ionary fo call'd, becauſe of the Ocean of 
Words contain'd in it. It was written by 


Mobamme Fbn Faacub Ebn Mohammed Al 


Shiraz; Al Firauxabadi. He was a Perſon of | 
great Eſteem among the Princes of his time, | 


for his eminent Learning and Worth, parti- 
cularly with 1/mae! Ebn Abbas, King of Ya- 


man, Bajaxet King of the Turks, and Tamer- | 
lane the Tartar, from the laſt of which he re- | 
ceiv'd a Gift of Five thouſand pieces of | 


Gold at one time. He was born A. D. 1328, 


being a Perſian by Birth, but he liv'd moſt 


He finiſh d his Dictio- 


at Sanaa in Yaman. 


nary at Mecca, and dedicated it to /mael Ebn 
Abbas, under whoſe Patronage he had long 
liv'd, and afterwards dy'd at Zibit in Ara- 


bia, A. D. 1414, being near Ninety Years 


Al Kodai, an Hiſtorian. He wrote his Hi- 


them for many hundred Years. And the Em 
| peror Cantacuzenus was 1) fair impos'd on by f.g & £8; 
this Cheat, that in this Third A4pology for the 


quoted in this Book, 161 
Abu Abdolla Mohammed Ebn Salamah Ehn 
F et i 
A Maſudi, an Hiſtorian, He wrote an 
Hiſtory call'd the Golden Meadows, but in 


what Time he liv'd, I do not find. His 
Name at length is Ali Ebn Hoſain Al Maſadi. 
| He wrote alſo another Book, wherein he 


makes it his Buſineſs to diſcover and expoſe 
the Fraud which the Chriſtians of Feruſalem 
are guilty of about lighting Candles at the 


| Sepulchre of our Saviour on Eaſter-Eve. For 
| then three Lamps being placd within the 


Chappel of the Sepulchre, when the Hymn of 
the Reſurrection is ſong at the Evening Service, 
they contrive that theſe three Lamps be all 
lighted, which they will have believ'd to be 


by Fire from Heaven, and then a multitude of- Vie xy, 
Chriſtians of all Nations are preſent with Can- Malmsburi- 


 dles to light them at this holy Fire, which hath enſem de ge- 


been a fraudulent Practice kept up among ſtis Regum 
Anglorum, 
„ 


Chriſtian Religion againſt the Mabometans, he 
makes mention of it, and urgeth it againſt | 
thoſe Infidels, as a Miracle, which being an- 
nually perform'd in their Sight, ought to con- 


| vince them of the Truth of the Chritian Reli- 


gion, and convert them thereto. But the Im- 
poſture hath all along been too well known to 
the Mahometans to be of any ſuch Effect with 
them. For the Patriarch of Feruſalem always 


| compounds with the Mabometan Governor to 


| permit him to practiſe this Trick for the 117 
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of the Gain which it brings to his Church, 


and annually allows him his Share in it. And 
therefore, inſtead of being of any effect to 


convert them, it becomes a Matter cf conti- 


nual Scandal among them againſt the Cyriſti- 


an Religion. And not only this Author, but 
Abmed Ebn Edris, and molt others of the Aa- 
hometans, that write againſt the Chriſtian Re- 

gion, object it as a Reproach thereto (as in | 


truth it is,) and urpe it with the ſame earneſt- 


neſs againſt the Chriſtian Religion, that Canta= | 
cuxenus doth for it. Al Manſor Hakem Beam-= | « 
villa, Calif of Egypt, was fo offended at it, 


that A. P. 1007, he order'd the Church of 


the Reſurrettion at Feruſalem, wherein this 
 Cheppel of the Sepulchre ſtands, to be for this | 
very reaſon pull'd down and raz'd to the 
Ground, that he might thereby put an end 


to fo infamous a Cheat. But the Emperor of 


Conſtantinople having by the releaſe of Five 


thouſand Mabometan Captives, obtain'd leave 
to have it re- built again, the Impoſture hath 
{till gone on at the ſame rate and it is there, . 
to the great Sport of the Mabometans, (who 


come in Multitudes every Year to ſee this 
Farce) acted over in their Sight in the ſame 


manner as is above related even unto this Day. 


The venot, who was once preſent at it, gives us 


a a large Account of this whole Foolery in the 


firſt part of his Travels, Book II. Chap. 43. 


Al Moſtatraf, the Name of a Bo ok, written 


by an unknown Author. 


= At Metarrezi, the Author of the Book cal- i 
led Mog reh. he Was horn A. D. 1143; and 


 guoted i in "his Book, 
J y'd A. D. 1213. His Name at length is Na- 


2 Ebn Abil 13 Abul Phatah Al Motar- 


rexi. He was of the Sec of the Motaxali, and 
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ſeeins by his laſt Name; 41 Motarrezi, (by 


which he is uſually call'd) to have been by 


Trade a Taylor, that being the Signification 
of the Word i in Arabic, 


Aſſamael, a Book much quoted by Johan- 
nes Andreas, and alſo by Guadagnol. 


Bidawi. His Commentary is written for the 


| moſt part out of Zamachſhari. 


Kazwini, an Arabic Author, ſo call'd from 


lan Religion, under the Form of a Dialogue 


etween Mahomet and this few, who was 


as tranſlated into Latin by Hermannus Dal- 
ata, and that Verſion of it is publiſh'd at 
he end of the Latin Alcoran ſet forth by 
ibliander. 


Diſſputatio Cbriſtiani contra Soracrivins de 


Lege Mabometis. It was written in Arabic 
by a Chriſtian, who was an Officer in the 

2ourt of a King of the Saracens, to a Mabo- 
petan Friend of his, who was an Officer with 


im in the lame Court, and contains a Con- 


Bidawi, à famous Commentacor on the AI- 
ecoran. He dy'd A. D. 1293. His Name at 
length iS Naſeroddin Abdollab Ebn Omar Al 


is chief Helper in forging the Impoſture. It 


„ futation 5 


the City Kaſwin. His Name at length is Z a- 
charias Ebn Mahammed Ebn Mabmud Al Kaſs 
ini. In what Age he liv'd, I cannot find. _ 
Dialogus Mahometis cum Abdollab Ebn Sa- 
em, a Book wrote in Arabic, containing a 
reat many of the Fooleries of the Mabome- 
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Peter, 
the famous "Abbot of Cluny in Burgundy, who 


flouriſh'd 4. D. 
an Epi- 
tome of which is printed with the Latin Al- 


coran by Bibliander, taken out of the 24th 
Book of the Specuſum Hiſtoriale of Vii incentins 
Bellowacenſſis. 5 
Elmacinus, an Hiſtorian of the Clriftion Re- 
His Hiſcory is from the Creation of the | 
World to the Yeir of our Lord 1118. The | 
latter part of it, which is from the begin- | 
of Mabomeriſin, was publiſh'd by Er- 
penius, under the Title of Hiſtoria Saracenica, 
He was Son to Yafer Al Amid, 
of the Council of War 
under the Sultans of Egypt, of the Family of | 
the Fobidæ, for 45 Years together, and in| 
the Year of our Lord 1238, (in which his} 
Father dy'd) ſucceeded him in his Place. | 


ligion. 
ning 


A. U. 1625. 
who was Secretary 


His Name at length is Georgius Ebn Amid; 


and for his Eminent Learning, he was alſo 
ſtil'd 41 Shaich Al Raiis Al Macin, i e. Thel 
prime Doctor ſolidly Learned. The laſt of which 


Titles, Almacin, was that whereby Erpenins 


(who pronounceth it Elmacin) choſe to call] 
him ; but-by others he' is generally guorwe 


by the Name Ehn Amid. 


Ebnuol Athir, a Mahometan Aut bor, who was 


born A. P. 1149, and dy d A. D. 1209. His 
Name at length is Abuſſaadat Al Moharac Ebn 


Mohammed Al Shaibani Ebnol Athir Al of Ga 


Magdoddin. 


4] 


1130, causd it to be tran- 
ſlated into Latin by Pere- of Toledo; 


quoted in this Nock. 


1 Ebnol Athir, an Hiſtorian, Brother to 
the former Ebnol Athir. His Name at length 
is Abul Haſan Ali Eln Mohammed A Shaibans 


Ebnol Athir Al Faxari Exzoddin. He was 
born A. D. 1160, and dy'd A. D. 1232, His 


Hiſtory, Which he calls Camel, is from the 


beginning of the World, to the Year of our 
Lord 1230. 


n Kuthor: of the Bock called 


3 Taarifat, which is an Explication of the va- 
rious Terms us'd in Arabic by Philoſophers, 


Lawyers, Divines, and other forts of Learn- 
ed Profeſſions among them. 
Ebn Ph; res, A Mahomet an Antbor, who 5 0 


| A. D. 1000, 
Jars Eutychius, a Chriſtian Author of the Set of 
15 the Melchites, his Name in Arabic is Said Ebn 


Batrik. He was born at Cair in Egypt, A. D. 


8576, and became very eminent in the Knows 


ledge of Phy/ick, which he practis'd with 


great Reputation, being reckon'd by the Ma- 
hometans themſelves to have been one of the 
Eminenteſt Phy/icians of his Time. But to- 
wards the latter part of his Life giving himſelf 


more to the Study of Divinity, he was A. D. 


933, choſen Patriarch of Alexandria for his 


Sect (for there was another Patriarch of that 


Place for the Facobites at the ſame time) and 
then he firſt took the Name of Eutychiur. 


But he hapned not to be ſo acceptable to his 


People, for there were continual Jars be- 
_ tween them until his Death, which hapned 
Seven Years after, A. D. 940. His Annals of 
the Church of Alexandria were publiſh'd at. 
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Oxford in Arabic and Latin by Dr. Pocock, A. D. 


1656, at the Charge of Mr. Helden, and this 
is the meaning of theſe Words in the Title- 
Page, | Fohanne Seldeno Chorago) for he who | 
was the Choragus in the Play, always was at 

the Charges of exhibiting the Scenes. And 
therefore Mr. Selden having born the Expen- 
ces of this chargeable Edition, the moſt Wor- 


thy and Learned Author of that Verſion ac- 
knowledg'd it by thoſe Words in the Title- 


Page, which ſeveral having miſtaken to the | 
robbing him of the Honour of his Work, as 
if Mr. Selden had begun the Tranſlation, and 


Dr. Pocock finiſh'd it, I cannot but do this 


Juſtice to that Worthy Perſon. now with | 
God, as to clear this Matter. For he need- | 


ed no Partner inany of his Works. The 


Tranſlation was totally his, ard only the | 
Charges of Printing the Book Mr. Selden's. | 
Mr. Selden did, indeed, publiſh a Leaf or two | 
of the Author, which he thought would ſerve | 
his Purpoſe to expreſs his Spight againſt the 
Biſhops of the Church of England, in Revenge of 


the (enſure which was inflicted on him in the 


High Commiſſion-Court for his Hiſtory of Tyrhes; 
but he made thoſe Slips in that Verſion, thas 
Dr. Pocock was not at all eas'd of his Labour, | 
by having that little part of it tranſlated to | 


his Hands. 


Liber de Generatione & Nutritura Mabome- 
215, a molt frivolous and filly Tra&, wrote | 
Originally in Arabic; and being tranſlated in- 
to Latin by Hermannus Dalmata, is publiſn'd 
with the Latin Alcoran by Bibliander. 
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| bic Manuſcripts. - 
| Georgius Monachus, Abbot of the Monaſtery 
| of St. Simeon. He wrote a Trad in Defence 
| of the Chriſtian Religion againit the Mahome- 


quoted in this Book, 
6 Grographia Nu bienſit, ſo the Book is called 


by Sionit: and Heſronita, who pubiiſh'd it in 


Latin with a Geographical Appendix annex'd 
_ thereto, A. D. 1619. But this Book is only 


an Epitome of a much larger and much ber- 


ter Book written by Sharif Al Adriſi, at the 
command of Reger, the ſecond of that Name, 
King of Sicily, for the explaining of a Ter- 
reſtrial Globe, which that King had caus'd to 


be made of a very large ſize, all of Silver. | 


He finiſh'd this Work A. D. 1152, and enti- 


tled it Ketab Roger, 1. e. the Book of Roper, 


from the Name of him who employ'd him 


to compole it. The Author was of the Race 


of Mahomet, and therefore is call'd Sharif, 


| which Word ſignifieth one of a Noble Race, 


| eſvecially that of A homer, and was deſcend- 
ed from the Noble Family of the Adriſidæ, 


| who reign'd in ſome Parts of Africa, and 
| therefore he is calld A1 Adriſi, that is, of 


the Family of Adris. His Name at length is 


Abu Abdillah Mohammed Ebn Mohammed Ebn 
| Adris Amir Olmuminin. There was a very fair 


Copy of this Book among Dr. Pocock's Ara- 


tans, Which is a Diſputation he had with three 


Mabometan, of whom the chief Spokeſman 
I was Abuſalama Ebn Saar of Moſul, 
| Faubari, the Author of A famous Arabic | 


Dictionary, call'd Al Sabab: His Name at 


I bengch is Abs Naſer Vnael Ein Hammad At 


L 4 Jaubari. 
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An Account of the Authors 
Fauhari. He Was by Nation a Turk. He 


dy'd A. D. 1097. This is reckon'd the beſt 


Dictionary of the Arabic Language next Kamus. 


_ Golius makes his Arabic Lexicon moltly c out 


of it. 
Falalani, i. e. . the Two Falals. They Were 


two of the ſame Name, who wrote a ſhort 


Commentary upon the Alcoran, the firſt began 
it, and the ſecond finiſh'd it. The firſt was 
call'd Talal Oddin Mohammed Ebn Abmed Al 
AMaballi ; and the ſecond Falal Oddin Abdor- | 
rabman Al O/ſzuti, This latter on the Death | 


of the former, finiſh'd the Book A. D. 1466, 


and was alſo Author of an Hiſtery called | 5 


Mex har. 


Shabreſtani, a Scholaſtical Writer of the Ma- : 
hometan Religion. He was born at Shahreſtan, 


A. D. 1074, and dy'd A. D. 1154. 
Safoddin, the Author of a certain Geographi- 


cal Dictionary in the Arabic Tongue, _ = 
 Zamachſhari, the Auth:r of the Book cate 4 


led Al Ceſhaf which is a large Commentary 4 
upon the Alcoran, and that which is of the | 


beſt Eſteem among the Mahumerans of any of 


its kind. His Name at length is Abul Kaſem | 
Mohammed Ebn Omar Ebn Mohammed Al _ 


Chowaraſms Al Zamachſhari. He was born at 


Zamachſhar, a Town of Chowaraſmia, A. * 
1074, and ls A. D. 11433. 


9 in this Book, 


Hebrew and Chaldee Mather 


Ci Parapbraſe, an Wenne of the 
Old Teſtament in the Chaldee Language. 


That of 1 on the Pentateuch, and that 
of Jonathan on the Prophets are ancient, being 


written, according to the Account which 
the Few: give of them, before the Time of our 
| Saviour. But thoſe which are on the other 
Parts of Scripture, as allo that which bears the 
Name of Fonathan on the Law, were written 


by ſome later Fews. The Author of the 


Cbaldee Paraphraſe on Fob, the Pſalms, and 
- Proverbs, was Rabbi Foſeph Cacus. 


Sepber Cozri, a Book written by way of 


Dialogue between a Jew and the King of the 
Coxars, from whence it hath its Name Sepher 


Coxri or Coxari, i. e. the Book of the Coxar. 
The Author of it was Rabbi Fudah Levita, 
a2 Spaniſh Few, who wrote the Book original- 
ly in Arabic about the Year of our Lord 1140, 


and from thence it was tranſlated into He- 


brew by Rabbi Fudah Ebn Tibbon, in which 
Tranſlation it was publiſh'd by Buxtorf, with 


A Latin Ferſion, A. D. 1660. 
Rabbi David Kinghi. a famous 7ewiſh Com- 
| mentator on the Old Teſtament. He was by 
* Birth a Spaniard, Son to Rabbi Foſeph Kimchi, 

and Brother to Rabbi Moſes Kimchi, both 


Men of eminent Learning among the Jes; 


| but he himſelf far exceeded them beth, be- 
2 ing the beit Grammarian in the Hebrew 2 


ge 
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An Account of the Authors 


 guoge which they ever had, as is abundantly 5 
made appear not only in his Commentary on 
the Old Teftament (which gives the greateſt 


Light into the literal Senſe of the Hebrew Text 


of any extant of this kind) but alſo in a 


Grammar and Didtionary which he hath wrote 
of the Hebrew Language, both by many de- 


grees the beſt of their kind : The firſt of 


theſe he calls Miclol, and the other Sepher 


Sbor.iſhim, i. e. the Book of Roots, Buxtorf 
made his Theſaurus Linguæ Hebrææ out of the 


former, and his Lexicon Linguæ Hebrææ out of 


the latter. He flouriſh'd about the Year of | 
CCC „ : 
Maimonides, a famous Jewiſh Writer; his 
Book, Tad Hacbaxa ab, 15 a Digeſt of the | 
Fewiſh Law according to the Ta/mudiſts, His | 
Book Morek Newochim, contains an Explica- 


tion of Words, Phraſes, Metaphors, Para- 


bles, Allegories, and other Difficulties which 1 


occur in the Old Teſtament. It was firſt 
wrote in Arabic, and after tranſlated into 
Hebrew by Rabbi Samuel Ebn Fudab Ebn Tib- 
bon, from which Tranſlation it was publiſh'd 


in Latin by Buxtorf, A. D. 1629. He was 
born at Corduba in Spain, A. D. 1131, but 
liv'd moſtly in Egypt, from whence he is 
commonly call d Rabbi Moſes Agyptius, where | 


he dy'd A. D. 1208. 


 Miſhnah, a Colleftion of all the Ancient 
Traditions of the Fews, to the Time of Rabb; | 
Judah Hakkodiſh, the Compiler of it, who 


fouriſhld about the middle of the ſecond 


Century, in the Reign of the Emperor Anto- = 
Ss „ IMS 


e 


% 


quoted in this Book. 


ninus Pius, This Book is the Text to the Tal- 
mud, and that a Comment on it. The Je- 


ruſalem Talmud was compil'd by the Je 


Who dweltin Fudea, about 300 Years after 
Chriſt ; and the Babyloniſh Talmud by thoſe 
who du elt in Meſopotamia, about 500 Years 
after Chriſt, according to the Account which 


the Tewiſh Writer: give of them. But there 
are ſeveral things contained in the latter, 
Which ſeem to refer to a much later Date. 
* Theſe Three, with the Two Chaldee Para- 
phraſes of Onkelos and Jonathan, are the an- 
cCienteſt Books which the Fews have, next the 
Bible. For how much Noiſe ſoever may be 


made about their Rabbinic l Writers, there are 


none of them above Seven hundred Years 
| | old. There are ſome of them indeed lay 
| claim to a much ancienter Date, but witl- 


out any reaſon for it. 


——__— 8 


Greek Authors. 


| | Riſtotelis Ethica & Politica. 5 
Bartholomæi Edeſſeni Confutatio Haga» 


| reni, a Greek Tract againſt Mahometiſm, pub- 


liſh'd by Le Mane among his Varia Sacra. 


The Author was a Monk of Edeſſa in Meſopo- 
tamis. In what Age he livd, it doth not ap- 


Cantacuxenus contra Sectam Ma hbemeticam. 


This Book contains four Apologies for the 


1 Chriſtian Religion, and four eee 
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the Mabometan. The Author had been Em- 
peror of Conſtantinople, but reſigning his Em- 
pire to Fobn Palæologus his Son-in-law, A. D. 
1355, he retird into a Monaſtery, where 


being accompany'd by Meletius, formerly 
called Achæmemid, whom he had converted 


from Mabometiſm to the Chriſtian Religion, 
he there wrote this Book for the ſaid Mele- 
| tius, in Anſwer to a Letter written to him by 


Sampſates, a Perſian of Hiſpahan, to reduce him 
back again to the Mabometan Tuperſtion. 


__ Cedreni Compendium Hiſtoriarum, an Hitory 
fr-m the beginning c the World, to che . 


Year of our Lord 10, ;. 
Chryſoſtomi Homiliæ. 


Confutatiæ Mahometis, a tk Tract, pub- ” 


liſh'd by Le Moyne among his Varia Sacra 3 1 
the Author not known. | 

Dionyſii Halicarnaſſei Antiquitates Romane. 

Euſebii Hiſtoria Eccleſ oft ica, and e 
Evangelica, 5 

Hierocles, the Fomenter and chief Mane: 
ger of the Tenth Perſecution againſt the Chri- 
 ffians, He was firſt Governor of Bythinia, 
and after of Egypt, in both which Places 
he proſecuted he Chriſtians with the utmoſt 


Severity, and not content herewith, he al. 
fo wrote two Books againſt them, which he 
cCall'd a5yus giagnifas, wherein, among o- 

ther things, he compar'd Apollonius Tyaneus | 
with Jeſus Chriſt, and endeavour'd to prove 


him in working of Miracles to have been 
equal to him; to which Particular Euſebius 


E Wrote an | Anſwer, which is {till extant a- | 
mong 


quoted i in this Book: 173. 


mong his Works; but theſe Books of Hiero- 
cles are now wholly loſt, excepting ſome 
Fragments preſerv'd in the ſaid Anſwer of 
Euſebius. \ 
745 Tab Amiquitates Fulaice, and de Bello 
Ia 
_ Origines contra Celſum. 
Phbiloſtratus de vita Apollonii Thani 1 
Pblegon Trallianus, a Freed Man of Adrian 
the Emperor. He wrote a Chronicon or Hi. 
ſtory, which he call'd the Hiſtory of the Olym- 
piads, It contain'd 229 Olympiads, whereot 
the laſt ended in the Fourth Year of the E. 
peror Antoninus Pius, But there is nothing 
| of this Work now extant, except ſome few 
Fragments, as they are preſerv'd in ſuch Au- 
_ thors as have quoted it. That relating to the 
| Eclipſe of the Sun at our Saviour's Crucifixion 
. fry d in Euſebius's Chronicon, and is alſo 
made mention of by Origen in his 25th Tract 
on St. Matthew's Goſpel, and in his ſecond. 
| Book againſt Celſus. 
J 
Plutarchi Vitæ. 
Strabonis Geograpbia. 
Socratis Scholaſtici Hiſtoria E chef aſtica, 
Sozomenis Hiſtoria Eccleſiaſtica. | 
Theophanis Chronographia, This is one of the 
a Byzantine Hiſtorians, and contains a CHrono- 
logical Hiſtory of the Roman Empire, from the 
_ Year of our Lord 285, to the Year 813. The 
| Author was a Nobleman of Conſtantinople, 
| where he was firſt an Officer of the Imperial 
Court, but afterwards turning Monk ww 
; tn? 
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Bocbarti Hierozoicon. 
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this H;Pory, He was born A. D. 758, and 


A. D. 815, dy'd in Priſon in the Iſland of 
Samothracia, a Martyr for Image Worſhip, 
for which he had been a zealous Champion in 

the Second Council of Nice.  _ 
Zonaræ Compendium Hiſtoriarum. Another 


of the Byzantine Hiſtorians. It contains an 


| Hiſtory from the beginning of the World to 
Death of Alexius Comnenus, Emperor of 
Conſtantinople; which hapned A. D. 1118; 
when the Author flouriſh d. He was firſt a 
Prime Officer of the Imperial Court at Conſtan- 
tinople; but afterwards became an Ecelefraſtic, | 
and is the ſame who wrote the Comment on 
the Greek Canons. My tn oy nu, 


the 


— * 1 = OLE I CO Ig 


Latin Authors Ancient and Modern. 


A Mniant Marcellini Hiſtoria. 


£2 Anaſtaſis Bibliothecarii Hiſtoria Eccleſs- 
aſtica, The Author was a Prix of the 
Church of Rome, and Library Keeper to the 


Pope. He flouriſh'd about the Year of our 
Lord 870. PC RT gs ; 
Bellonii Obſervationes de locis ac rebus memo- 


rabilibus in Aſia. The Book was firſt publiſt'd | 
in French, A. D. 1553. and after in Latin, 


&D. r5v95 


Busbequii Epiſtole, the Author was Embaſſas 

dor from the Emperor Ferdinand the Firſt to 

the Port, from whence he wrote his Epiſtles. _ 
hed no ro 
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| Buxtofii Lexicon Rabbinicum. 
Buxtorfii Synagoga Fudaica. 


Caroli a Santo Paulo Geographia Sacra, five 
Notitia antiqua Epiſcopatuum Eccleſiæ Univerſæ 


Tutetiæ Pariſiorum, A. D. 1641. 

Clenardi Epiſtolæ. The Author of theſe Epi- 
les was the famous Grammarian of his Age. 
Out of love to the Arabic Tongue, he went 


to Fez, of purpoſe to learn it, A. D. 1540. 


when well advanced in Years, from whence 


5 he wrote many Things in his Epiſtles, of the 
| Manners and Religion of the Mahometans. 


| He dy d at Granada in Spain as ſoon as he re- 
- ured... 1 | 


| Years after the Turks had taken Conſtantinople. 


Which ſeems to have given him the Occa- 


| fion of writing this Book, that ſo he might 
provide an Antidote againſt that Falſe Religion, 


| which on that Succeſs had gotten fo great an 
Advantage for its further ſpreading it ſelf in 
| thoſe Parts of the World. For it appears by 
| the Dedication that this Book was not writ- 
I ten till after the Loſs of that City ; it being de- 
dicated to Pope Pius Secundus, who entred not 
on the Papacy, till the Turks had been about 


three Years in poſſeſſion of it. 


Abrab umi Ecchellenſis Hiſtoria Arabum. This ; 
| Book is ſubjoyn'd to his Chronicon Orientale, 


Cuſani Crebratio Alcorani. The Author of 

| this Book was the famous Nicolas de Cuſa, 

the eminenteſt Scholar of the Age in which 

| he livd; In the Year 1448, he was made 
Cardinal of Rome, by the title of St. Peters 

| adwincula, and dy d A D. 1464, about Ten 


2 
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Fwd 
in Two Parts, collected out of the Arab 
Writers. 
Mount Lebanus 1n Syria, and was employ'd 
as Profeſſor of the Oriental Languages, in the 
College de Propaganda Fide at Rome, from 
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The Author was a Maronite of 


whence about the Year x640, he was call'd 
to Paris, to aſſiſt in preparing the great Poh- 


glott Bible for the Preſs, which was there 
Publiſhing, and made the King's Profeſſor of 


the Oriental Lauguages in that City. The Part 


aſſign'd him in this Work, was that which 
they had afore employ'd Sionita in, a Man 
of thorough Abilities to perform it; but on 
{ome Diſtaſte taken againſt him, they diſchar- _ 
ged him, and ſent to Rome for Ecchellenſis; of 
whoſe Performance herein, a Learned Sorbo- 
niſt making a Cenſure, truly ſays, 1b; pecca- 
tum eſt toties ac tam enormiter in apponendis vo» | 


calibus & apiculis, ut quod ibi primum inter le- 


gendum occurrerit ſummam ſapere videatur Ty- 
ronis alicujus oſcitantiam. He was indeed a 
Man but of little Accuracy in the Learning 
which he profeſs'd, and ſhews himſelf ta be 

2 very Futilous and Injuducious Writer, in 


moſt of that which he hath publiſh'd, _ 


Abrahami Ecchellenſis Eutychius windicatus ; 
which Book is in Two Parts; the firſt writ . 
againſt Mr. Selden's Eutychii Patriarchæ Alexan- 
drini Eecleſiæ ſue Origines ; and the ſecond 


againſt Hottinger's Hiſtoria Orientalis. The 


greateſt Skill which he ſhews in this Book, 
is in railing. It was publiſh'd at Rome A. D. 


166% - 


- Forbeſi; | 


| . 
gore in this Book, 


Furbeſii Infirafiones Hiborice-Theolagice, pub- 
liſh'd at Amſterdam, A. D. 1645. 


_ Fortalitium Fidei, a Book written in De- 
fence of the Chriſtian Religion againſt the 


Fews, Mahometans, and other Adverſaries. 


The Author takes occaſion to acquaint us g 
Lib. 2do Conſideratione 6a, Hæreſi 3e, That he 


was at work in writing this Book An. Dom. 
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1458, and the Title of the firſt Printed 


| Edition tells us, that it was finiſtrd the 


Year following, and that the Author was 
an Eminent Doctor of the Order of the 


Franciſcan Friars. It was Printed firſt at Na- 


remberg, A. D. 1494, and after that at Lyons, 
A. D. 1511, and again at Lyons, A. D. 1525. 


But in all theſe Editions the Name of the 


| Author being ſuppreſs'd, ſome have call'd 
it the Work of Milliam Toton, who was on- 
| iy the Editor of the Second Edition; and, 
others have afcrib'd it to others. But Mariana 


in the Second Tome of his Spaniſh Hiſtory, 


Lib. 22. Cap. 13. tells us, the true Author of 
| the Book was Alpbonſus Spina, a Franciſcan 
Friar of Caſtile in Spain, who from a Few 


turning Chriftiay, enter'd birnſelf of that 


Order, and after, by ſeveral Advances, came 


to be a Biſhop in that Ringdom. But the pre- 


I ſent General of the Feſuits, notwithſtanding = 


| | the Authority of this Great Man of his Or- 
| der, in a Book lately publiſh'd by him a- 
gaĩinſt the Mahomeran Religion, ſtill aſcribes it 


Ido William Toton. But the Book is of better 
| uſe to acquaint us with the Doctrines and 


Opinions of the es pas Ago, than 5 
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or his Religion. - For in that Part, which is 


levell'd againſt this Impoſture, too many of 


his Arguments are built upon ſuch Relati- 
ons both concerning it and the Author there- 
of, as have no other bottom, but the miſta- 
ken Traditions of the Vulgar. 8 


| Golii Note ad Alfragani Elementa Aſtrono- 
mica ; which are exceeding uſeful for the 


underſtanding of the Geography of the Eaſt. 


The Book was publiſh'd at Leyden, A. D. 
VVV 2 VVV 


' Philipp Guadagnoli Apologia pro Chriſtiana 
Religione, contra Objetliones Ahmed Filii Zin 


Alabedin Perſe Aſphabenſis, Of which Book 
I have already given an Account, in what I 
have written of Ahmed Ebn Zin, againſt whom | 
JJC 
Sentii Notæ ad Muſladini Saadi Roſariam | 
Politicum; publilh'd at Amſterdam, A. D. 
VVV e 
Eretius de Veritate Chriſtiane Religionis; & 


Epiſtolæ ad Gallos. 


Hortingeri Hiſtoria Orientalis. Of this Book 
there are two Editions; the firſt A. D. 1651, 
and the ſecond A. D. 1660, the latter is | 


much enlarg'd. The Author was Profeſſor 


of the Oriental ' Tongues , firſt at Zurich in | 
 Swiſſerland, and afterwards at Heidelbergh ; | 
from whence being call'd' to be Profeſſor at | 
Leyden, he was, while on his removal thither, 
unfortunately drown'd in the Rhine. He | 


Was a Man of great Induſtry and Learning; 


but having written very much within the 


„ 9 ee. d . 


Err 


Juoted i in this Book, 


eompaſs of a few Years (for he dy'd young) 


his Books want Accuracy; 3 tho all of them 


have their Uſe. 


Hiſtoria Miſcella, a Roman Hier, begun by 


Eutropins continu'd by Paulus Diaconus, and 


finiſh d by Landulphus Sagax. 
Fobannes Andreas de Confuſione Sets Na- 


A an The © Author of this Book was 


formerly an Alfaki, or a Poctor of the Ma- 
hometan Law ; but in the Year 1487, being 
at Valentia in Spain, converted to the Chriſti- 


an Religion, he was receiv'd into Holy Or- 


i 
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ders, and wrote this Book in Spaniſh againſt 
the Religion which he forſook ; from whence 
it was tranſlated into Kalian, by Dominicus 


de Gazelu, A. D. 1 740, And out of that Tran- 


lation it was publiſh'd in Latin by Fohan- 
nes Lauterbach, A. D. 1595, and re· printed by 
Vaectius at Utrecht, A. D. 1656. He having 
tchroughly underſtood the Religion which he 
| <onfutes, doth much more pertinently write 
| againſt it, than many others do Chas handle 


this: Argument. 
Macrobii Sehn! | 
Caii Plinii Secundi Naturalis Hiſtoria. 
Caii Plinii Cæcilii Secundi Epiſtol ax. 
- Poceck : The Famous Pro fer of the He- 


Jap? and Arabic Tongues at Oxford; who 
was, for Eminency N 

5 Learning, t the greateſt Ornament of the Age 
in which he liv'd, and God bleſſed him with 
2 long Life to be uſeful thereto. He was 


ior ng as well as 


born A. D. 1604, and dy'd at Chrift-Church 


in ad in the Month of September, A. D. 


M 2 1691. 
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1691. He was for above Sixty Years a con- 
ſtant Editor of learned and uſeful Books. 
The firſt which he publiſh'd contains an Edi- 
tion of Four of the Catbolick Epiſtles in Sy- 


viac, i. e. the Second of St. Peter, the Second 
and Third of St. Jobn, and the Epifle of | 


St. Jude, with Verſions and Notes, which was 
printed at Leyden, A. D. 1630, by Vaſſius, to 


| whom he preſented it the Year before at Ox+ 
ford, on his coming thither to ſee that Unis 


verſity ; and the laſt was his Commentary on 


Joel, which came forth the Year in which he 
dy'd. His Specimen Hiſtoriæ Arabice, which 
I frequently make uſe of in this Tract, was 


publifh'd A. D. 1650, and is a moſt accurate 
and judicious Collection out of the beſt Arab 


Writers, relating to the Subject which he | 
— . , qr, X ian 
Richards. Confutatio Legis Saracenice. The 
Author was a Dominican Friar, who in the 

Year 1210, went to Bagdat, of purpole to | 


ſtudy the Mabametan Religion out of their 
own Books, in order to confute it; and on 


his Return publiſh'd this Learned and Jadi- 
cious Tract concerning it. Demetrius Cydo- | 
nius tranſlated it into Greek>for the Emperor 


Cantacuzenus, Who makes great uſe of it, ta- 


king thence moſt of that which he hath of 
an) Moment in his Four Orations againſt the 
 Mahomeaan Religion. From this Greek Venſin 
of Demetrius Cydonius it was tranſlated back 
again into Latin by Barthalomæus Picenus, 
which Tranſlation is publiſh'd with the La- 
in Alcorau of Bibliander, and that is all we 


quoted in this Book. 
now have of it, the Original being loſt. This 


Seca Mabometanæ, are the beſt of any that 
have been formerly publiſh'd by the 2 ſtern 
Writers on this Argument, and beſt accord 


with what the Mabometans themſelves reach 
of their Religion. Others have too much 
ſpent themſelves on falſe Notions concern. 
ing it, for want of an exact Knowledge of 


that which they wrote againſt. 


Roderici Toletani Hiſtoria Arabum. It con- 
tains an Hiſtory of the Saracens from the Birth 


of Mabomet to the Year of our Lord 1150. 


The Author was Archbiſhop of Toledo in Spain, 


and was preſent at the Lateran Council, A. D. 


1215; His Hiſtory from the Tenth Chapter! is 


moſtly confin d to the Saracens of Spain, and 
is but of little Credit, where he relates any 
thing of them out of chat Country. It was 
| publiſh'd with Erpenius s oc od Saracenica At 
Leyden, A. D. 1625. 


Schekard; Tarich ſeu Series Regum Perſarum, 


Tubinge, A. D. 1628. 


585 Spanbemis Introductio ad Hiſtoriam Sacram, 
Ane, A. D. 16904. 
Scaliger de Emendatione Temporin, and No- 


tæ ejus ad Spbæram Manilii. 
Valerius Maximus. 


Vaninus, a famous Atbeiſt. He was by 


Birth 2 Neapolitan, and came into Fance on 
purpoſe to promote the Impiety he had em- 


brac'd, of which being convicted at Tholouſe, 
he rather choſe to become a Martyr for it, 
: than renounce it; and therefore was pub · 

5 lickly 
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lickly burnt in that City, A. D. 1619, per- 
fiſting to deny the Being of a God with a 
wonderful Obſtinacy even in thoſe very 
Flames in which he periſh'd. He wrote two 


Books ; the firſt was publiſh'd A. D. 1615, 
entitled Aternæ Providentie Ampbitbegtrum; - 


and the other the next Year after, which i is 


his Dialogi de admirandis Nats, in both 


which he ſerves that Cauſe for the . [RS of 5 
0 he —_ 1 


 Engifs 27 French Author, 


YUrchat 8 Pilgrimage. ; N 
Ricaut's Hiſtory of the Present State : 


of the Ottoman Empire. 


Smith's Remarks upon the ee Re- 


Ugion, and Government of the Zur ki. 0 


Thevenos s Travels. 
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BOOKS Printed for W. Rogers. 


A Tillotſen's Works, the 4th Edition, 


 —— Sermons of the Stedfaſtneſs in Religion : Of 
Family Religion, of Education of Children, and 
the Advantage of an early Piery. The Third Edi- 
tion 120, Price 15. 6 d. „ 3 
—ferſwaſive to frequent Communion in the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 14th Edition, 120. 
mee Sicht ys dof Hh “ dE nb 
Two Diſcourſes. The Firſt, Of Evil Speaking, 
by his Grace Fohn late Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 
The Second, Of the Government of the Thoughts, 
by his Grace Fohn Lord Archbiſhop of Terk. Both 
Preach'd before Their Majeſties 1694, 8 vo. pr. 6d. 
The Realonableneſs of Believing without Seeing; 
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A Sermon at the Coronation of Q. Anne, in 
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Holy Life: A Sermon Preach'd before the Queen 
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